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Collocation

Collocation refers to the relationship between words which commonly occur together in English. As there are often several synonyms (See Exercise 4) in English, choosing the appropriate collocate is a skill which may come naturally/intuitively to the L1 speaker, but can cause great uncertainty in the L2 learner. Indeed, even advanced learners often make unacceptable collocations (See Exercise 3). To have a clear idea of the kinds of relationships which fall under the name of collocation, try doing the exercises below.

Exercise 1. 

Antonymy 

Give the opposites of the words written in italics.

1. a light bag
………………………
4.
a hard exam
………………………

2. a light wind
………………………
5.
a hard chair 
………………………

3. light blue
………………………
6.
a hard journey
………………………

7.
a poor family 
………………………
8.
rough skin
………………………

9.
a poor exam
………………………
10.
rough sea
………………………

11.
Poor John!
………………………
12.
rough calculation
………………………

In the following pairs of phrases the words in italics have the same antonym, what is it?

13.
a mild curry / a cold meal
………………………

14.
ugly house / awful song 
………………………

15.
long journey / tall man
………………………
Exercise 2.

Choose words from the list to complete the sentences. You will need certain words more than once, and some words you will not need at all. Invent a sentence for the word(s) not used.


travel

cruise

trip

voyage

journey

tour

excursion
expedition
holiday
crossing
drive


flight


1. We went on a sightseeing ……………………… of London.

2. We’re going on a day ………………… to the country.

3. The return ……………………… from Spain took 35 hours.

4. We won the raffle and the prize was a 2-week  …………………. along the coast of Turkey and round the Greek islands. It’s a pity I suffered so much from seasickness on the …………………………. from Dover to Calais that I caught the first …………………. back from Paris and decided to spend my …………………… in England.

5. At the moment he’s away on a business ……………….

6. We had a great holiday in Scotland but the ………………….. home was horrendous: traffic jams virtually all the way.

7. The Titanic sunk on its maiden ……………………… from Liverpool to New York.

8. He took me out for a …………………… in his new sports car but it rained and I got absolutely drenched and ended up with flu! It’s a ……………….. I won’t forget in a long time .

Exercise 3. 

Here are some examples of sentences written by students on the course. Identify any odd or unacceptable collocations and suggest alternatives:

1.
That is the reason that pushed Mr Hirst, an ex-inmate, to begin a campaign….

2.
but the appeal was refused...

3.
Mr Hirst reported it to the European Court of Human Rights.

4.
the jail must forfeit the inmate’s liberty, not the vote/ As UK laws forfeit convicted prisoners right to vote

5.
The issue was risen by David Hendon / although the output is raising in the next two years

6.
the unknown outcome of the European integration process lets people feel uncertain about the stability of the EU

7.
measures such as euthenasia can generate scorching ethical problems 

8.
the article arguments more than one point of view

9.
if it is right or not to resign the right of information to defend a national interest

10.
She was fighting a battle for the funding right to the freedom of the press

11.
I usually make my homework

12.
the best instrument to make “justice” and avoid impunity

13.
the essay analyses the up to date issue of the global environment’s tutelage (2 problems)

Exercise 4. Choosing the right word

Complete the following sentences (taken from the Internet) with an appropriate form of one of the words listed below. Each word is used once only.

1. This very …………………………………. party dress is for Bitty Baby and medium size baby dolls.

2. I think we can all agree that there's no one as beautiful as a pregnant woman, her belly voluptuous with the miracle of life, her face ………………………………….with the expectation of motherhood. Why, she positively glows.
3. The blue water of Mohansic Lake …………………………………. sits amid the green rolling countryside of northern Westchester.

4.  Re Tom and Katie 
: your comments about the relationship.
I think they look …………………………………. together! And they seem to be so happy about the baby.

5. She’s simply …………………………………. I mean drop dead …………………………………. I’d kill to look like that.

6. I trail blazed, goggle-eyed, into the largely overlooked and …………………………………. beautiful canyon regions of Humahuaca right down to Southern Patagonia.

7.  All rooms have been ………………………………… decorated and retain the original Georgian and Victorian features commonly found in the houses of Great Pulteney Street. 
8.  She was …………………………………. beautiful every head in the room turned as she walked past.

9. You couldn’t call her beautiful, but there was definitely something …………………………………. about her.
10. There's nothing like yet another …………………………………. Hollywood face to the rescue of the underdog to bring us to the theater in droves, and Jackman fits the role of handsome Hollywood hero, to a tee.
11. Although almost 75 she was still a very …………………………………. Woman.

12. Ever hear a girl complain about how "all the ………………………………….guys are gay?"

pretty


cute


beautiful

stunningly

radiant


exquisitely

good-looking

breathtakingly

handsome

attractive

picturesquely

gorgeous

Exercise 5. Non-adjacent collocations

Collocations do not necessarily have to be adjacent, they can be separated by several words, or even sentences. Below is an example of a text where collocational relationships occur even though several words separate them.
Read the text and underline any strong collocational pairs. The first two sentences are done for you.

Ryanair recommends that all passengers check-in for their flight two hours prior to scheduled departure. Check-in desks at London Stansted Airport and Palermo Airport (Sicily) close 40 minutes prior to scheduled departure. 

-Ryanair check-in desks at all other airports close 30 minutes prior to scheduled departure. We reserve the right to cancel your reservation and to deny you boarding without refund if you do not comply with the Check-in Regulations.

You should be at the boarding gate at least 30 minutes prior to departure. Boarding closes 10 minutes prior to flight departure time and passengers arriving late to the boarding gate will not be accepted for travel. 

All monies paid (including taxes, fees and charges) are Non-Refundable - except in circumstances where Ryanair cancels a flight.

 If flights are cancelled by Ryanair and no suitable alternative flight is available, we will, upon application, refund all monies paid in respect of the cancelled flight. 

A tip

When recording vocabulary in your notebooks you should try either to put the word in a sentence using one or more collocates, or list the collocates next to the word. For example when writing down ‘apply/application’ you could write:

‘application – collocates: to make, submit an application 

my application succeeded/was approved/was rejected

I applied successfully for the job.’

Exercise 6 Adverb+ adjective matching ( Exs 7, 8 and 9) adapted from Lewis , M & Hill J. 1999, LTP Dictionary of Selected Collocations – Exercises and Activities from the Classroom and Lewis, M., 2000, Teaching Collocation. Both Hove:LTP )

Some adverb + adjective collocations are often fairly strong. Match each adverb in the list on the left with an adjective from the list on the right and then complete the sentences with one of the expressions.

1.  delicately

a.  associated with

2.  closely

b.  balanced

3.  enthusiastically
c.  chosen

4.  highly

d.  mistaken

5.  carefully

e.  overcrowded

6.  ideally

f.  qualified

7.  badly

g.  received

8.  dangerously

h.  situated

1. The election is very ……………………………………….. at the moment. Either party could win.

2. The new production of ‘Hamlet’ was …………………………………. by the first night audience.

3. She’s too ……………………………….. for the job – we don’t want someone with a degree.

4. The house is ………………………………., ten minutes from the sea, and ten minutes to the mountains.

5. If you think I’m going to agree to that, you’re ……………………………………………..

6. The disco was already ……………………………………………. when the fire started.

7. His words were ………………………………… to ensure they appealed to different sections of the audience.

8. The President has been ………………………………….with the idea from the start, so he’s very anxious that it is a success.

Exercise 7 Odd Verb Out
Circle the verb in each line which does not collocate with the noun.

1.  accept, act on, disregard, follow, ignore, make solicit, take

ADVICE

2.  come up with, do, expect, get, require, supply


ANSWER

3.  Build up, close down, set up, put off, take over, wind up

A BUSINESS

4.  deal with, ignore, do, examine, ignore, reject, respond to

A COMPLAINT

5.  accept, answer, come in for, give rise to, make, reject

CRITICISM

6.  describe, do, enjoy, have, recall, share



AN EXPERIENCE

7.  apply for, be sacked from, give up, lose, search for, 


A JOB

8.  adopt,  approve, draw up, finalise, implement,  propose

A PLAN

9.  advertise, consider, make, put in, reject, submit, turn down

AN APPLICATION

10.apply, bring down, expect, improve, lower, meet, rise

STANDARDS

Exercise 8 Antonyms (yet again)

1. You can fire or ………………. employees.

2. We thought that crossing the Kalahari would be a fairly dangerous journey, but it turned out to be quite …………………..

3. Are you the sort of person that follows or ………………………….. instructions?

4. You can either tighten your grip on a situation or ………………………………… it.

5. I had a car accident last week. There was only ………………………. damage where I ran into the car in front, but substantial damage at the back where a lorry ran into me!

6. I’m going to make a proposal at the meeting, if it’s accepted I may be in for promotion, but if it’s …………………………………. I might lose my job!

7. The President formerly opened the meeting with a speech welcoming all the guests, however he had already left before the meeting………………………….. and left it to the Vice President to make the closing speech.

Exercise 9 Here are some extracts from the BBC article on convicts getting the vote. Identify in the text all the common collocations. Note that not all collocations are adjacent, several words can separate the two words.

A human rights court ruling against UK laws banning prisoners from elections does not mean all inmates will get the vote, the Lord Chancellor has said. 

It comes after the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg said banning ex-inmate John Hirst from the polls had breached his right to free elections. 

Lord Falconer said British legislation would be reviewed and some categories of prisoner might be allowed to vote. 

Fundamental right 

Mr Hirst, now released after serving 24 years of a life sentence for the manslaughter of his landlady, welcomed the Strasbourg ruling. 

He told the BBC: "The European convention allows everyone to vote. It does not say 'everyone, bar prisoners'. 

"It's always been the law. What we've had in this country is successive governments refusing to implement it. 

"It doesn't matter how heinous the crime, everyone is entitled to have the basic human right to vote." 

Mr Hirst first challenged the vote ban in the High Court but it rejected his claim that the Representation of the People Act 1983 was incompatible with the Human Rights Convention. 

But the Strasbourg court ruled by a majority vote of 12 to five judges in his favour. It said his rights had been violated under the Convention on Human Rights, to which Britain is a signatory, which guarantees the "right to free elections" under Protocol 1. 

Lord Falconer told BBC Radio 4's World at One: "I can make it absolutely clear that in relation to convicted prisoners, the result of this is not that every convicted prisoner is in the future going to get the right to vote." 

He said it was possible the review would lead to certain categories of prisoner, convicted of lesser offences, being allowed the vote. 

Shadow attorney general Dominic Grieve said: "Giving prisoners the vote would be ludicrous. 

"If convicted rapists and murderers are given the vote it will bring the law into disrepute and many people will see it as making a mockery of justice." 

But the Liberal Democrats, who have supported the lifting of a ban on prisoners voting, welcomed the move. 

Mr Hirst said he began his legal campaign because he believed there was no real way for prisoners to effect change.

Dismissing the case, the court (Britain’s High Court) ruled there was a broad spectrum of approaches to the question of prisoners voting and that Britain fell into the middle. 

Mr Hirst subsequently took the case to the European Court of Human Rights in March 2004.

� Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes for those who do not follow Hollywood gossip.
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