DEMOCRACY
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/reith1999/lecture5.shtml 

Listen to this extract from a lecture called "Democracy" given by Anthony Giddens. As you listen fill in the missing words and then answer the questions). (26 minutes 47 seconds to end of lecture)

1. Talk of democracy above the level of the nation might seem quite ……………. Such ideas, after all, were widely spoken of a hundred years ago. Instead of an era of global harmony, there arrived two world wars, more than a hundred million people have been killed in a ……….. during this century.

2. Are circumstances different now? Obviously no one can say for sure, but I believe they are. I have given the reasons why in earlier lectures. The world is much more ………………… than it was a century ago, and the nature of war society has changed. As a reverse side of the coin, the shared problems we faced today – such as global …………… ………..- are also much greater.

3. How might democracy be …………. above the level of the nation-state? I would look to the transnational organisations as much as to the international ones. The UN, as its very name indicates, is an association of nation states. For the moment at least, it rarely ………………. the sovereignty of nations, and indeed its charter asserts that it should not do so. 

4. The European Union is different. I would see it as forging a way that could, and very likely will, be followed in other regions too. What is important about the EU isn't that it is located in Europe, but that is pioneering a form of transnational governance. Contrary to what some of its supporters, and its critics say, it is not a federal state or a super nation-state. But nor is it merely an association of nations. The countries that have entered the EU have voluntarily given up some of their sovereignty in order to do so. 

5.Now the European Union isn't itself particularly democratic. It has famously been said of the EU that if it applied to join itself, it wouldn't get in. The EU doesn't meet the democratic criteria it demands of its members. Yet there is nothing in principle that prevents its further democratisation and we should press hard for such change. 

6. The existence of the EU drives home a cardinal principle of democracy, when seen against the background of the global order. This is that the transnational system can actively contribute democracy within states, as well as between them. The European courts, for example, have made a range of decisions, including measures protecting individual rights that hold within the member countries. As we look round the globe, at the end of the 20th Century, we can see cause for optimism and pessimism in about equal measure. The expansion of democracy is a case in point. 

7. On the face of it, democracy seems a fragile flower. In spite of its spread, oppressive regimes abound, while human rights are routinely flouted in states around the world. In Kosovo, that unfolding tragedy, hundreds of thousands have been forced from their homes, and all pretence of the rule of law abandoned. I would like to quote some words here, from a reporter on the spot: 'nearly half a million refugees' he says, are in Macedonia now. How they are to be fed, nobody knows ... Come over into Macedonia and help us!' This was published in the Toronto Daily Star. The reporter was Ernest Hemingway, the date - October 20, 1922. One might be forgiven for thinking that some problems are simply intractable, without hope of resolution. 

8. Democracy might appear to flourish only in especially fertile soil, which has been cultivated in the long term. In societies, or regions, that have little history of democratic government, democracy seems to have shallow roots and is easily swept away. 

9. Yet perhaps all this is changing. Rather than thinking of democracy as a fragile flower, easily trampled underfoot, perhaps we should see it more as a sturdy plant, able to grow even on quite barren ground. If my argument is correct, the expansion of democracy is bound up with structural changes in world society. Nothing comes without struggle. But the furthering of democracy at all levels is worth fighting for and it can be achieved. Our runaway world doesn't need less, but more government - and this, only democratic institutions can provide.

READING COMPREHENSION

Answer the following questions.

1. How does Giddens define the United Nations and how is it related to the sovereignty of nation states? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Is the EU a federal state or a super nation-state, in Giddens’s opinion? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. In which sense does Giddens call democracy a "fragile flower"? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

4. Which are the writer’s conclusions about democracy? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

 

Find words for the following definitions:

…………………. To encourage something to develop

…………………. Introducing ideas and methods that have never been used before

…………………. To develop quickly and be successful or common 

…………………. Closely connected with something

 

Yes or no?

Does the United Nations seriously challenge the sovereignty of nation states?

Is the further democratisation of the EU impossible in principle? 

Can the transnational system foster democracy within states?

Does a long history democracy help to strengthen the democratic system?

 

Explain with your own words the following words or expressions.

Challenge:

Unfolding tragedy (para. 7):

Intractable ( para. 7):

To have shallow roots (para.8):

Struggle (para. 9):

Multiple choice:

1) Compared to that of a century ago, the world nowadays is much more:

a) independent                  b) interdependent

c) intercultural                  d) globalized

2) The EU is pioneering a form of governance which is:

a) international                  b) democratic

c) transnational                  d) super-national

True or false?

1) In Giddens’ opinion, the transnational organizations play a role as important as that of the international organizations.

2) The Charter of the UN allows rare challenges to the sovereignty of its nation states.

3) The EU example is unlikely to be followed in other regions.

4) What is important for Giddens about EU is its central location.

5) The EU, as an institution, is less democratic than its member states.

6) The transnational system can play a role in spreading democracy between states, but unfortunately not within them.

Say which of the following elements, in your opinion, is the most important for the expansion of democracy, and explain briefly why.

1) structural change in world society

2) democratic institutions

3) more government

4) struggle
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