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Assessment

Course Work:

During the year you will be asked to meet with me to check on your progress (I saw only about 9/10 of you after the end of the first period.. At each meeting you should bring along your needs analysis (if I haven’t got it) and all your coursework (see the task checklist on the Module A page of the website) – that you have done for me, during the language practice lessons and the IELTS course if you followed it. 

As I explained before the November-December break, you should continue working during the ‘rest periods’. Ideally you should do something for every skill. Download the Learning Log and try to do something for each activity type over the period.

Students who are not going away to an English speaking country and are not doing the exam during the summer session will be expected to keep working during the summer.

Exercise creation

Many of the exercises found on the Practice makes Perfect page of the website were created by your predecessors. Working in groups of 2 or 3 I would like you all to produce some similar exercises for a listening/reading text of your choice. If you can’t find any suitable material let me know what kind of thing interests you and I will look for materials for you. For some ideas of where to look for listening texts look on the Links page of the website.

Written Exam:

The written exam consists in 4 parts, similar to the placement test but obviously a little harder. These are, : 

Listening comprehension

Reading comprehension

Use of English

Writing

Check out the Past Papers page of the website to practise for the exam. Although we have done no Use of English exercises in class this is an important part of the exam as I focus on the language points which keep coming up in your written work (articles, numbers, determiners, word order, false friends etc). This kind of exercise is a good test of your editing skills which you should develop in order to be able to edit your own written work. I suggest you try all 4 past papers. I will also post some more during the next period.

Presentation (See “Presentations” on the module webpage)

Students may work in groups for the presentations.

Written paper

Students must write a written paper on a topic of their choice. This may also be a paper they are writing for one of the other modules, or a translation/summary of a paper they have written for one of the other modules. The topic may also be related to the topic of their presentation. In the case of group presentations, the written paper must be individual.

The length of the paper must be at least 4 sides (1,200 words min) as I would like you to use DOUBLE LINE SPACING – so in effect it is only a couple of sides. The double line spacing is essential for me to make corrections which are legible to both you and me.

Your work will be assessed according the organisation of the paper, its structure and obviously the language used – including grammar and appropriate style and register. Please hand in your plan/brainstorming notes with the assignment so that I can see how you have been working.

Please note that as you will be doing a piece of writing during the written exam it is unadvisable for students to either cut and past from the Internet, or ask someone to correct the language of their final paper as I will be able to make a direct comparison between the language written during the exam and that of the final written paper. Anyone found guilty of plagiarism will automatically fail the exam. (This is not an empty threat – it has happened in the past)

Oral Exam

Students must bring with them to the oral exam all the work they have done for the English language course, including the CV, cover letter, presentation slides/notes, various written tasks (see the task check list on the Module A webpage) Students must also bring along to the oral exam at least three of the worksheets (completed) from the Practice makes perfect webpage.

NON ATTENDING STUDENTS – contact me a.s.a.p. You need to start doing extra work NOW.

Any doubts or worries please get in touch.

