Reith Lectures 1999

Anthony Giddens

Lecture 1 – Globalisation

Go to the Reith lecture website and read the transcript for (or if you’re brave listen to) Lecture 1

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/reith1999/lecture1.shtml

QUESTIONS 

Sceptics believe that globalisation is something new.  TRUE/ FALSE

Every day, the volume of world financial transactions is usually a billion dollars. TRUE/ FALSE.

The author believes that globalisation is revolutionary.  TRUE/ FALSE.

Poorer countries gain something from globalisation?            TRUE/FALSE

With globalisation, there is an expanding process of inequality. TRUE/ FALSE.

Free trade always brings economic benefits to less developed countries? TRUE/ FALSE

A market can be constructed by economic means and doesn’t need any criteria. TRUE/ FALSE

What are shell institutions? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

QUESTIONS 

1. Since when has the term globalization been used? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What are the main characteristics of the 2 schools of thinkers?____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the notion of globalization for sceptics? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. What are the biggest differences between Giddens’ interpretation of globalization and the interpretation of the 2 schools of thinkers? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. According to Giddens, does globalization have any effects on the individual? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Why did the Soviet Union collapse in the globalized world? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What do some pessimistic people think about globalization? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. What are the main risks facing world society?_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. What is “reverse colonisation”? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  Beyond the one in the text, can you give some examples of reverse colonisation? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TRUE OR FALSE?

1. According to Giddens, the concept of nation and in general of society is the same as in the past?           T   F

2. According to Giddens, globalization is an irreversible phenomenon that we cannot control.    T   F

