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Below are 4 exercises relating to 4 separate clips from the BBC’s news website. They are videoclips, but the quality of the video is rather poor. You can either listen to the clips from any computer with broadband internet access or go to the multimedia lab in CIAL where I have put the clips onto a CD. I suggest you just listen rather than try to watch while doing the exercises.

Listening 1: Iran under fire http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4380306.stm  
Reporter: It was this meeting in Tehran yesterday that has ……………………………… international outrage. Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, a one-time revolutionary guard and now Iranian President, told an audience of conservative students that he thanked God for attacks on the Jewish state. But he went on to say this “Israel must be ………………………………the map.” Speaking at the end of today’s EU summit Tony Blair said he had a real sense of ……………………………… when he heard the remarks.

TB: I have never come across a situation of the president of a country saying they want to wipe out, …not that they’ve got a problem with or an ……………………………… issue with but that they want to wipe out another country. This is unacceptable, 

Reporter: Then an unmistakable warning that after consulting allies, action could follow:

TB: If they carry on like this the question people are going to be asking us is when are you going to be doing something about this. Because you imagine a state like that, with an ……………………………… like that having a nuclear weapon.

Rep: In Israel, where they were ……………………………… after yesterday’s suicide bombing, there were ……………………………… Iran to be expelled from the United Nations

Peres: When you see such a crazy declaration being done by an elected head of state, a member of the United Nations, it’s………………………………, it cannot remain a member.

Rep: Even the Russians with strong links with Tehran were ………………………………with their condemnation.

Russian Foreign Affairs Minister: I don’t agree that anybody should challenge the right of any UN member to exist, this is indeed inadmissible,

Rep: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has only been president since June but to many they have been 4 ……………………………… months. Firstly his tone, aggressive and ………………………………. Secondly, the government here believes Iran is helping insurgent groups in Iraq  that are killing British soldiers. And thirdly, Iran’s nuclear programme. It’s continuing to ……………………………… the international community and has restarted uranium enrichment. Some believe that the Iranian president is trying to bolster his domestic ……………………………… through tough talking,  but what his comments have done is to ……………………………… concern about Iran’s nuclear ambitions, when its leader talks of wiping out another country. But for all today’s ……………………………… it remains very unclear what the international community will do. Gavin Hewitt, BBC news.

Listening 2 Ahmadinejad at Tehran Rally http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_pictures/4385804.stm#  

Say whether the following statements are True or False.

1. The rally described in the report was organised as a special event this year.

2. President Ahmadinejad showed no remorse for what he had said that week regarding the Jewish state.

3. The Palestinians expressed full solidarity with the Iranian President’s position.

4. The President’s words reflect the vast majority of Iranian opinion, both political and public.
5. President Ahmadinejad is an inexperienced politician.
6. There is now the risk of an Iranian-Israili war.
What is unique about the Iranian form of government? ………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

“[…] all this makes it harder for Britain and the EU to give Iran the benefit of the doubt, which has been it’s policy for the last couple of years” Explain what the phrase in bold means and the implications for future EU Iranian relations.

Listening 3 UN raps Iran’s anti-Israel rant http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/4384264.stm#
Listen to the news report and write the appropriate preposition/particle in the transcript. Please take note of all these colligations, both mentally and physically by writing any unfamiliar ones in your notebooks. Write the whole sentences rather than just the vocabulary to ensure you fully understand the use of the vocabulary in context.

Rep:  Jewish  day…marches are an annual event in Iran. It’s a rally to show solidarity …………. the Palestinian people. President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, was there not taking …………. a word of his call for Israel to be wiped …………. the map. For these Iranians there’s nothing unusual …………. their president’s comments. Opposing the Jewish state is a fundamental part of the ideology of the Islamic Republic of Iran. But there are other Iranians who feel their country could become increasingly isolated …………. this new ultraconservative government. The UN Security Council unanimously condemned the Iranian president’s comments.

UN Rep: The Security Council has taken one step today. It is ………….the international community, and I make it very, very clear Iran is a threat not …………. Israel, Iran is a global threat. Iran maybe the most dangerous threat the world is facing ………….at the moment.

Rep: The tone of  recent statements from Tehran has underlined America’s concerns ………….about the country’s nuclear ambitions. Iran claims it wants to develop a civilian nuclear programme., not a military one. The International Atomic Energy Agency will decide next month  whether to vote ………….on referring Iran to the Security Council for possible sanctions. Matthew Charles, BBC News

Listening 4: Iranian cabinet nominees http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/middle_east/4398442.stm#
What do the following words and phrases refer to in the listening? Write a sentence or two to show you have understood the meaning

Provocative

objects of hate

resentment

our obvious right

at a low ebb

breach


put up with

take a stand

string


nuclear stand off

Full transcripts of all 4 listenings available in CIAL

You can send any answers to open questions and the exercise for Listening 4 to me for correction.

