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LEARNER DIARIES

All learners will be required to either a) keep a learner diary or, if they do not want to keep a diary, b) fill in the forms (learning logs) regarding how much time they have spent on certain activities each month and their comments on these activities.

What is a learner diary?

A learner diary is somewhere where a language learner can write down his/her thoughts on what he/she has learned during the week. Its main aim is to help language learner reflect on the learning process and in particular on which strategies seem to work best for him/her. What he/she writes down is totally a question of personal choice. It doesn’t matter if it’s just some notes describing what he/she has done during the week, or whether he/she enjoyed a particular activity or not. Even reflections on what other learners do may be of interest. The diary’s main purpose is to help the learner understand what works for him/her and what doesn’t so that he/she can focus time and energy on those activities which are most beneficial to promoting successful learning.

Which language should I use?
Ideally you should write in English – it provides practice for writing. However, if you can’t express what you want to say in English then you can write in Italian.

Who is the diary for?
The diaries are for you – the learner. The teacher will gladly correct any language and go over any points students wish to discuss with her BUT ONLY IF THEY WANT TO. Whatever learners discuss with the teacher will obviously be confidential. Learners do not have to show their diaries to anyone if they do not wish to. Learners wishing to have their diaries ‘corrected’ may bring them to office hours at monthly intervals.

What form should it take?
This is entirely up to the learner. It can be brief notes on what they have done/found interesting/boring or longer detailed descriptions of activities. Longer discussions of reactions to situations and some self-analysis. Thoughts about how to improve both the language and language learning strategies. Any of these and whatever the student finds useful to make a quick note of or to discuss in depth. Ideally, you should use a separate exercise book in which to keep your diary. However, you could also write comments on/reactions to pieces of work in your lesson notes and even on the handouts/exercise sheets/text books. It is sometimes best to write a comment while you are doing an exercise rather than a few days later.

How much must I write?
You can write as much or as little as you want. Though at least 10-15 minutes a week should be spent on this. Some students spend as much as 10-15 minutes every day!

How often should I write it?
Ideally you should write in your diary more than once a week – whenever you have something to say. It is easier to write about something and your reactions to it if it is fresh in your mind. If you do not take the exam for this module in the summer examination session you will have to keep making entries – at least twice a month – until you take the oral exam.

Learners must bring either their diaries, or the learning logs they have filled in, to the oral examinations. Part of the oral examinations will consist in discussing the diaries/logs.

