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Final Assessment Modules A & B

ATTENDING STUDENTS

Final assessment of Modules A&B consists in a class presentation, in groups and an oral exam. Students who do not feel they are able to make a class presentation may write a final paper (in English or Italian) which they will discuss at the oral exam. Students who have done the class presentations will have a much shorter oral exam.

Group Work: Class Presentation

Below are a list of topics that you may choose from to prepare the piece of work for your final assessment for the Module A/B exam. Attending students should find 2 or 3 other students to work with. They must chose ONE of these topics and will have to do EITHER a presentation in class OR a written paper as part of their exam. Students who do not do the presentation will have a much longer oral exam.

For practical reasons it is not advisable to have more than 4 students per group. Students are encouraged to work in groups and not alone, as learning to work as a group constitutes part of the task. Please contact me if there is any reason why you cannot work in a group.

Presentations

Groups wishing to do a presentation have to prepare a short talk on the topic of their choice which they will present in class on one of three dates in January. The first date will be the day scheduled for the exam, January 18, the other presentations are on 19 January, one session in the morning and one in the afternoon. The presentation may be in English or Italian. Students are encouraged to use multimedia tools while making their presentations, but will not be penalised if they do not.

A calendar of the date each group will have to make their presentation will be placed online and in the copy shop by mid December. Students are warmly invited to attend the presentations on all three dates as the topics discussed may be included in the oral exam.

Please remember that by ‘presentation’ I do not mean someone standing at the front of the class reading from a written page. The presentation must illustrate that the students have digested the information, identified the key concepts and that they are able to discuss these IN THEIR OWN WORDS. Keep things simple and clear. Reading out long sections of the texts is NOT what is required. So not try to memorise a written text. I need to see you have understood what you have read, not that you have a super memory. Please try to remember that two or three simple examples often say much more than a lot of theoretical explanation.

The presentation constitutes a substantial part of the exam. Students who do a presentation will only be asked questions on the course content (topics covered during lessons) during the oral exam.

All student must remember to bring their learner diaries  with them to the oral exam.

Papers

Students who do not wish to do a presentation will write a short (2-3 pages) paper, either in English or Italian, on their chosen topic. During the oral exam students will be asked to discuss the topic of their paper but will also be asked to discuss some of the other topics as they will be required to attend at least one of the class presentation sessions.

Materials

Once groups have chosen a topic a list of materials and suggestions will be provided. Obviously students may carry out their own research to find supplementary materials if they wish to. There is a lot of information on all topics on the internet.

TOPICS:

Topic 1: Old English

Topic 2: Old English to Middle English

Topic 3: Middle English to Modern English

Topic 4: (History of) American English

Topic 5: New Developments Worldwide

Topic 6: English as a Global Language

Topic 7: English and the Internet

Topic 8: Language death – is English a killer language?

Topic 9:  Language and Identity

Topic 10: Language and Gender

Topic 11: The Innate Art – Language as a defining feature of humans

Topic 12: How it All Happens – Language processing in humans

Topic 13: The mental lexicon - lexical processing 

Topic 14: Language acquisition – how we learn a language

Topic 15: Varieties of English – students give an overview of a particular variety of English, this may be a geographical variety (e.g. Australian English, Indian English, Canadian English), an ethnic variety (e.g. Ebonics – or black English), a local dialect (e.g. Cockney, Scouse, Estuary English) or a variety belonging to a particular community (e.g. the English of drug dealers, of text messages, of youth cultures)

Students may also do a presentation of a topic of their choice include in their presentations/papers information not in the readings that they have found in other texts.

NON-ATTENDING STUDENTS

Non-attending students may also prepare a presentation if they wish, but need not work in a group if this is impractical. Alternatively they may prepare a written paper (2-3 pages), either in English or Italian, on one of the topics above. During the oral exam they will be asked to discuss all 7 chapters of the set text About English. Non-attending students are invited to come to discuss requirements for the exam before the Christmas break.

As an alternative to writing a paper/making a presentation, non-attending students may prepare for the oral exam any ONE of the books listed in the bibliography of the course programme (in the copy shop or on line ) with the exception of Crystal 1997 as this is a reference book.  

