Examples of Abstracts – from the Review of International Studies

http://journals.cambridge.org/action/displayIssue?jid=RIS&volumeId=32&issueId=01

Digital diasporas and conflict prevention: the case of Somalinet.com
	JENNIFER M.  BRINKERHOFF  


Abstract

Recent research on the Internet and terrorism confirms the Internet’s enabling features for terrorist activities, including its ease of access, anonymity, and international character. While the Internet can serve as a tool for nefarious purposes, little research has focused on whether and how the Internet can be used to prevent conflict and, ultimately, terrorist activities. This research focuses on one group that might be considered a resource base for violent action: diasporas from failed states. Research shows a strong correlation between marginalisation and violence. On the other hand, fostering a shared identity, inclusive of liberal values, and promoting carefully framed discussion and debate may reduce psychological incentives to engage in violent activities. This article examines the case of one digital diaspora – a diaspora organised on the Internet – to explore these hypotheses. Specifically, the case of Somalinet suggests potential for the Internet to promote liberal values, channel frustration into verbal debates thus diffusing tension, and create communities that counter the marginalisation conducive to violence.

Footnotes

1 This article builds upon research initiated under the first phase of the research programme Digital Diasporas, Identity, and International Policy Processes (DIP2) for which the author was co-principal investigator with Lori A. Brainard. The author would like to acknowledge the Center for the Study of Globalization at The George Washington University for its generous funding of the initial phase of this ongoing research programme, and to thank Dana Epstein and Tara Hill for their helpful research assistance.

Africa and international relations: a comment on IR theory, anarchy and statehood
WILLIAM  BROWN  1
Abstract

It has become rather commonplace to read that, what is referred to as ‘traditional, western IR theory’, is problematic when taken to the African continent. At best, we are told, IR theory misrepresents or misunderstands African reality, at worst it participates in an exercise of neo-colonial theoretical hegemony. In this article I will seek both to assess this ‘Africanist critique’ and to mount something of a qualified defence of IR theory. However, I argue that in exploring the relevance of IR theory to Africa we need to distinguish between neorealism – the real target of the critics’ fire – and other strands of IR theory. Once we do this we can see that other theoretical standpoints within IR are relevant. Moreover, I argue that while trying to question neorealism, the critics in fact maintain neorealism’s conceptualisations of the state and anarchy, simply inverting the picture. I argue that this represents a theoretical step backwards. Problematic issues in IR theory do not simply appear when one moves one’s focus to Africa, they are there to begin with.

Footnotes

1 An earlier version of this article was presented at the BISA annual conference, London, LSE, 16–18 December 2002.

The state, international competitiveness and neoliberal globalisation: is there a future beyond ‘the competition state’?
	TORE  FOUGNER  1 


Abstract

This article seeks to contribute to opening up a space of possibility for the state to become something other than a competitive entity in and through a critical (re)problematisation of ‘international competitiveness’ as a governmental problem. In more specific terms, it inquires into how international competitiveness was constituted as such a problem in the first place; how both the meaning of international competitiveness and the terms of the ‘competitiveness problem’ have been transformed by globalisation talk and multilateral efforts at neoliberal global governance; and how the discourse of international competitiveness works to (re)produce the state as a competitive entity on a continuous basis.



Footnotes

1 An early version of this article was presented at BISA Annual Conference, University of Birmingham, 15–17 December 2003. I would like to thank Jeremy Salt, Pinar Bilgin and two referees for helpful comments and suggestions.

The climate as political space: on the territorialisation of the global carbon cycle
	EVA  LÖVBRAND  and JOHANNES  STRIPPLE  
	


Abstract
International Relations have increasingly projected an image of the world where territoriality has lost its organising force. The global movements of people, information, capital and pollution are seen as signs of increasing deterritorialisation. Climate change is one of these issues ‘beyond borders’ that due to its global framing has been established within the international. This article is an investigation into the political geography of the carbon cycle. We approach the tension between the representations of climate space as global and deterritorial on the one hand, and political practices that reterritorialise the climate on the other. We trace the political transformation of the global carbon cycle into ‘national sinks’ and argue that the two tendencies of deterritorialisation and reterritorialisation of climate space mirror the spatial assumptions of IR; the national inside and global outside.

Children and International Relations: a new site of knowledge?
	ALISON M. S.  WATSON  1 


Abstract
Recent years have seen the growth of approaches critical of traditional state-centred examinations of international relations, arguing instead for analyses that recognise actors and methods previously held largely silent within the mainstream International Relations (IR) discourse. This article argues that children are a group of actors worthy of similar recognition. Despite the fact that ‘childhood studies’ are comparatively well established in a number of academic disciplines, similar recognition has been later in coming to the study of IR. This article aims to address this perceived gap in the literature by first of all outlining the ways in which the discourse surrounding the child in IR has so far developed. This leads into an examination of how the child may potentially best be conceptualised within the mainstream discourse and the implications of the inclusion of children as a ‘site of knowledge’ through which the international system may be more clearly understood.

Footnotes

1 An earlier version of this article was presented at the International Studies Association Convention, Montreal, March 2004. The author would like to thank participants in the panel ‘ The Vulnerable at the Fringes of IR’, for their helpful comments at that time. The author would also like to thank Cynthia Enloe and Oliver Richmond for their comments at various stages of the writing process, David Armstrong, the editor at the time that this paper was reviewed and accepted, and also the two anonymous referees who provided such helpful advice. All errors remain the author’s own.

Euroscepticism and the culture of the discipline of history
	OLIVER J.  DADDOW  1 


Abstract

This article explores the uses of history in contemporary Eurosceptic discourse in Britain. It does so in the knowledge that studying an essentially contested concept such as Euroscepticism poses severe methodological problems, and in the first section I situate my article in the emerging scholarly literature on the subject. Having explained why I limit my research to popular Euroscepticism in the tabloid press, in the second section I critically analyse the rhetorical strategies employed by the Sun and the Daily Mail to garner support for their line on Europe, suggesting that the appeal of their discourse resides in its recourse to national history of the school textbook variety. In the third part I use this finding to argue that the discipline of history has been an unwitting accomplice in making Euroscepticism so popular amongst the British public, press and politicians. This has considerable ramifications both for the theoretical study of Euroscepticism and the political efforts to counter its popularity, and I consider all of these in the conclusion.

Footnotes

1 The first version of this article was presented to the BISA 29th Annual Conference, University of Warwick, 21 December 2004. I am grateful to Richard Aldrich, David Allen, Tim Dunne, Christopher Hill, Daniel Keohane and two anonymous readers for RIS for their questions, comments and constructive criticisms.
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Write an abstract for the final dissertation of your first degree. Send it to me at:  catherine.riley@sis.unitn.it by WEDNESDAY 4TH OCTOBER at the latest
