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Europe’s true stories - Exercises

Before you do the following exercises, number the first seven paragraphs.

1. Match the following headings to paragraphs 1-7. There are more headings than paragraphs, so some headings will not be used.

a) A hard look in the mirror

b) Finding a storyline

c) Striving for achievable goals

d) In a nutshell

e) Making progress

f) Rose-tinted spectacles

g) Not what but how

h) Real effort for realistic expectations

i) Not who we are not

2. Say whether the following statements are true or false.

a) Ash believes his project is the only solution if the EU is to move forward. (False para7)

b) Unity is one of the essential aspects of Ash’s version of the European project. (True – but not one of its goals para 6)
c) Ash believes Europe has made insignificant progress on most of his goals, so far. (False – not a great deal of progress, but not insignificant – para 7)

d) According to Ash the EU has played the leading role in bringing democracy to most European countries with other actors having just bit-parts. (false para on shortcomings of democracy)

e) According to Ash the EU needs to examine its own democratic processes and application of its laws which can curtail freedom (true para shortcomings on freedom)
f) According to Ash it is thanks to the application of its laws that Europeans now have greater freedom in the four areas enshrined in the treaty of Rome (see para on shortcomings of freedom and second para of law) True

3. Choose which of the best alternatives

1. According to Ash Europe, in constructing its identity, should measure itself against

a) the past

b)   its past (para 5)

c)   the “other”
d)   itself

2. The glue which can hold the EU project together is

a) common goals shared by all 

b) being self-critical of progress made so far

c) a concerted effort towards common ends (para 7)

d)  honest appraisal of the past and finding a common history

3. In longstanding democracies

a) only the rich are afforded true freedom

b) corruption is endemic at all levels of governance

c) politicians, lawyers and journalists are easily corrupted

d) economic puppetmasters still wield too much power (Freedom shortcomings)
4. Complete the following paragraph with an appropriate word or phrase from the article. You may have to change the form of the word, (e.g. from a verb to a noun – ‘The negative stereotyping of others’ becomes the figure of the ‘other’ is based on negative national stereotypes).

The 50th anniversary of the treaty of Rome is 1) ___approaching__ but since the end of the cold war there no longer seems to be a 2) __shared__ vision of the direction Europe should be heading in. Ash 3) ____proposes_____ a storyline which consists in 6 strands, to be 4) _____woven____ together, all of which are also recognised elsewhere as commendable goals to which most people 5) _____aspire _____. At present Europe is 6) ___falling short____ of these goals, a fact that should be acknowledged in the future. In fact Ash believes that Europe must develop a capacity to be 7) ____self-critical____. The 8)_____construction_____ of a new European identity cannot come about in the same way as national identities were formed in the 19th century because there is no single 9)____community___ of shared memory and forgetting. In fact for Ash the more nations in the EU the greater the 10) ____diversity______ between these memories and the less likely shared myths can be created, myths which in any case he believes have 11) _____falsified_____ history.

5. In the paragraph on peace

a) what ambiguity is there in the phrase “endless negotiations”? It can mean there are many negotiations – too many to count, or that the negotiations that there are never ending – i.e. they are excessively long
b) what do you understand by the phrase “if you get tired of Brussels waffle and fudge”? To waffle is to talk (often at length) about something without ever coming to the point or giving a precise or clear answer to the question. To fudge (an issue) is to not to make a clear distinction between the various aspects or not to give a clear answer, to purposely confuse the aspects.  What is the literal meaning of the two words in bold? A waffle is a light spongy cake which does not have a particularly strong flavour. Fudge is a soft, brown gooey sweet made from sugar, butter and  cream.

6. In the paragraph outlining the shortcomings of the Prosperity strand we find the phrase ‘There are still pockets of shaming poverty” and in the last sentence of the Solidarity strand we find ‘[…] the EU is responsible, with the US, for the shameful stalling of the Doha round of world trade talks.’ What, if any, is the difference between ‘shaming’ and ‘shameful’?  The first refers not to poverty or the poor, but to the governments of the country where this poverty is found –the use of the passive adjective indicates there is an agent (someone should feel ashamed), whereas the use of the simple adjective is a comment on the degree of poverty and while it, too, suggest someone should be ashamed, the focus us in the poverty rather than who should do something about it.

7. In the last sentence of the first paragraph on Law why is “fine” written in inverted commas (“”)? Because fines are official penalties and this penalty is not official, on the contrary.
8. In the second paragraph on Law and the paragraph on the shortcomings of this strand find words and phrases (not in the order in which they appear) which mean:

a) academic (n.)………………scholar………………………..

b) do what is asked of you …………………doing the bidding………………….

c) succumb, give in to …………………yield………………………………

d) Make money by illegal/unfair means ……………lining their own pockets…………

e) Generally ……………by and large……………………………………...

f) Increase ………………………stepping up………………………..

g) Take something as being true ……………assume…………

h) Remove ………………strip………………………………..

i) Not based on any principles or criteria ……………arbitrary……………..

9. Complete the following sentences with appropriate words and phrases so that they express the same idea as in the text. Some words (though not necessarily in the same form) can be found in the text, for others you will have to provide an appropriate word.

10. In the paragraph on Diversity find the following words and provide either a synonym or paraphrase them to indicate you understand what they mean.

a) Euroweenies………… disparaging term for small, insignificant EU countries …………..

b) dopey…………not very quick/a bit (or very) stupid/half asleep ……….

c) itty-bitty …………disparaging term for small/not particularly  well organised with lots of tiny little (random) bits………………………………………

d) cityscape ……………view/photo/painting/drawing of a city (compare with landscape)…

e) hop………in this context journey – the metaphor is that the plan makes a short jump (to hop is to jump on one leg)……………………….

f) ripen……………fruit ripens, rather than matures………………

g) nurtured ……………this word has been chosen for its connotative value rather than the less emotive ‘foster’, you usually nurture a child or a plant, i.e. something you care about dearly…………………………………..

11. In the paragraph on Solidarity  who is the ‘we’ he refers to? …Europhiles and in fact any normal person! Garton Ash is using the typical rhetorical device of involving the reader personally by using the first person plural pronoun………


a) What does he mean by the word ‘seasoned’?  …………here it is nothing to do with the periods of the year but with salt and pepper – social justice is what gives ‘flavour’ to the dish being served up………


b) What do you understand by ‘market society’? ……send me your answers!……………


c) Is the last phrase of the last sentence of paragraph 1 of this section metaphorical or literal? The jungle is obviously metaphorical, but the second part of the sentence is, sadly still literal in many of Europe’s big cities.


d) What rhetorical devices does Ash use in the three paragraphs on Solidarity? Why? He uses antonymy to emphasis the injustices of the world (richer poorer, north south, generous meaner, wild west wild east, new old. This may be to develop his initial idea of ‘balance’ founding the first paragraph. Here he wants to balance free enterprise with social security (in its broadest sense).

12. Choose from the options to complete the final three paragraphs of the article and then check you answers on the original. 

These are, I repeat, merely notes towards a new European story. Perhaps we need to add or 1)……………………………………… a theme or two. The 2) ………………………………. then has to be put on the bare bones. Popular attachment, 3) ………………………………. alone enthusiasm, will not be generated 4) ………………………… a list of six abstract nouns. Everything depends 5) ………………………….the personalities, events and anecdotes that give life and colour to narrative. These will vary from 6)………………………………….. The stories of European freedom, peace or diversity can and should be 7) …………………….. differently in Warsaw and Madrid, 8) ……………………  the left and 8) ………………………. the right. There need be no single 9)…………………………………………………. version of our story—no narrative equivalent of the Eurozone interest rate. 10) …………………………………., to impose uniformity in the praise of diversity would be a contradiction. 11) …………………………………, given the same bone structure, the fleshed-out stories told in Finnish, Italian, Swedish or French will have a strong family 12) ………………………………………, just 12) ………………………….. European cities do.


Woven together, the six strands will 14) ………………………. up to an account of where we have come from and a vision of where we want to go. Different strands will, however, 15) …………………………………. more strongly to different people. For me, the most inspiring stories are those of freedom and diversity. I 16)…………………………………………. the others with my head but those are the two that 17)………………………………………… my heart. They are the reason I can 18) ……..……………………………………, without hyperbole, that I love Europe. Not in the same sense that I love my family, of course; nothing 19) ………………………………………….. with that. Not even in the sense that I love England, 20)…………………………………………… on a rainy day it runs it close. But there is a meaningful sense in which I can say that I love Europe—in other words, that I am a European patriot.



Our new European story will never generate the kind of 21) ……………………………………………. allegiances that were characteristic of the pre-1914 nation state. Today's Europe is not like that—fortunately. Our 22)…………………………………………………………. does not need or even want that kind of emotional fire. 23)…………………………………………………………. remains a secondary, cooler identity. Europeans today are not called 24) ………………………………………………………. to die for Europe. Most of us are not even called 24)………………………………………………………… to live for Europe. All that is required is that we should 25)…………………..…………………………………… Europe live. 

1.
a) deduct

b) reduce

c) take off

d) subtract

2.
a) flesh


b) meat

c) muscle

d) mussel

3.
a) let


b) leave

c) not


d) not

4. 
a) through

b) -


c) by


d) of

5.
a) -


b) from


c) by


d) of

6. 
a) place to place
b) time to time

c) day to day

d) page to page

7.
a) told


b) said


c) spoken

d) related

8.
a) at


b) to


c) of


d) on

9.
a) one-size-goes-all
b) one-size-fits-all
c) one-size-suits-all
d) one-size-does-all

10.
a) Moreover,

b) Actually

c) Indeed

d) However

11.
a) Moreover

b) Nonetheless

c) Although

d) However

12.
a) likeability

b) similarity

c) look


d) likeness

13.
a) like


b) as


c) same as

d) the same as

14. 
a) add


b) sum


c) equal

d) total

15. 
a) attract

b) call


c) appeal

d) please 

16.
a) acknowledge
b) understand

c) distinguish

d) realise 

17.
a) speed up

b) fasten

c) hurry

d) quicken

18.
a) tell


b) say


c) speak

d) relate

19.
a) confronts

b) equals

c) compares

d) measure

20.
a) Although

b) Despite

c) In spite of

d) While

21.
a) fiery


b) flaming

c) inflamed

d) fired

22.
a) scheme

b) plot


c) enterprise

d) undertaking

23.
a) Europeanship
b) Europeanness
c) Europeship

d) Europeness

24.
a) for


b) up


c) upon


d) –

25.
a) leave

b) permit

c) allow


d) let




     Prosperity





   grew at a fairly steady__  _rate__ over the whole of the 20th century





undoubtedly has been _enhanced_ thanks to certain EU policies, but not others 





has increased across Europe, according to James,  thanks _mainly/in the main_ to advances in  and the application of technology





is not evenly _distributed/spread_


across Europe





has lead to an increase in people’s _disposable___income__








is not likely to continue _growing__ at similar rates this century





in Europe is not _restricted/limited_ only to countries belonging to the EU 








