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Grammar and Meaning

Exercises 

Present simple. Look at the examples in the left-hand column. They represent at least six of the ways the present simple is used in English. Can you match each example with its corresponding concept in the right hand column?

1.   The concert finishes at 8.00 p.m. so you’ll
A   present and timeless states


      have plenty of time to get home for the

      last bus.

2.   Noah always beats Curren. He has  a sort of 
B   repeated events in the present

      jinx over him.

3.   I’ll never go out with him ever again, unless
C   instantaneous events in the present

      you come too.

4.   She puts the ball into the hole and wins her
D   past events

      fourth tournament this year.

5.   She comes from a tennis playing family. Her
E   future scheduled events

      father plays professionally too.

6.   POLICE DISCOVER CRACK IN 

f   adverbial clauses of time and 

      AUSTRALIA




    conditional clauses.

2.
Convert the past progressive verbs into past simple. How does this seem to affect the meaning?

a) In December 1989, 208 English hotels were being built, extended or refurbished.


b) I was putting the milk bottles out when I heard the planes.


c) Everyone around me was crying and screaming.


d) I was helping Jane when she arrived.


e) My sister was putting me up until I found somewhere else to stay.

What does this tell you about the progressive aspect in English?

3.
Match the following definitions of the Perfect Aspect with the following examples:

A  Perfect of result: in which a present state is viewed as being the result of some past situation.

B  Experimental perfect: where a situation has occurred at least once during some time in the past leading up to the present.

C  Perfect or persistent situation: to describe a situation that started in the past and persists until the present.

D  Perfect of recent past: the past situation is very recent.

a) I have just found out that my husband has a four-year-old daughter by another woman.

b) And he said: ‘I’ve worked damn hard with England for eight years and I am not about to quit.’

c) Have you ever had smoked mackerel paté?

d) Her housekeeper said: ‘She’s gone away, but I’ve no idea where.’

4.
Match the following sentences with the concept it expresses:


1.  What are you giving Jane for her birthday?

A  The person has already got the present.


2.  What are you going to give Jane.......?

B   The person hasn’t yet decided.


3.   What will you give Jane......?


C   The person has decided but hasn’t 

       bought the present yet

5.
Explain the difference in meaning between the following:


‘My Grandad would carry me on his shoulders for hours on end.’  And ‘I used to smoke’

6. In English the same form of a word may belong to different parts of speech. This can often lead to ambiguity. Can you match these jokes with their punch line and then explain why there is ambiguity?

1. My dog saw a sign that said: “Wet paint”. 






   

2. My dog is a nuisance. He chases everyone on a bicycle. What can I do? 

3. Have you ever seen a man eating tiger? 

4. What does 7 days of dieting do? 

5. Why did the man hit his hand with a hammer? 
6. How was the blind carpenter able to see? 

7. Doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I’m getting smaller. 

8. How do you stop a skunk from smelling? 

9. Waiter, waiter, how long will my sausage be?

10. Why did the tomato blush? 

11. Where is the dead centre of London? 

12. What grows up while it grows down? 
They make one weak

Well, you’ll just have to be a little patient.
A baby duckling.


He picked up his hammer and saw.

Because he wanted to see something swell.
So it did.

Take his bike away.
The cemetery.

Because he saw the salad dressing.
Hold its nose.


No, but in the café next door I once saw a man eating chicken!

About four inches, sir.

(Exs 1-3 adapted from Thornbury About Language, CUP, 1997)

