India Rising Part 5

Those of you who were in class on Thursday already know the next task. However, for those of you who were absent I would like you all to listen to the 5th programme in the India Rising series - "Debate". You can either listen to this online at http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/specials/1620_india/page2.shtml or you can get the audio file from the CIAL Mediateca.

Below are some exercises. First, work through all the exercises so that you have a good idea what the programme is about. You should also take notes during the parts of the programme not transcribed below. When you have finished listening to the programme I would like you to write a review of the programme. 

As the written piece of work is a review I would prefer you not simply to give a chronological run down of the programme but to explain the various viewpoints discussed during the programme and to make your own comments about the programme and any conclusions you might draw from what you have heard.
Please send this to me as soon as possible by email. 
Please try to do at least these exercises if not the review before coming to the lesson on Wednesday 14 November at 12.00. 
GA
George Arney – BBC reporter

PR
Preeti Reddy – leading consumer and retail expert

AC
Alka Chaudhary – head of Bihar Development Project

RB
Rashmi Bunshal

AB
Amitabh Behar, Executive Director, National Centre for Advocacy Studies

In the first part of the programme, put the verbs into the correct form. Please note that sometimes you have to put the verb into the right tense, taking not of whether it is active or passive, and sometimes you have to provide the correct colligation, including a preposition if one is needed (e.g. I don’t believe (wait) …am waiting for……. the bus. Note also that sometimes a pronoun has to be put into the correct position.

Check your answers by listening to the first part of the programme.

GA: Over the past week I (travel) (1) …………………………………… around various parts of India to get a sense of where it (head) (2) …………………………………… as a result of its spectacular economic boom. Each day I (accompany) (3) …………………………………… by someone different and we (see) (4) …………………………………… some pretty amazing things. Preeti Reddy introduced me to some smart young call-centre workers who changed their mobile phones every two months. Amitabh Behar showed me a vision of industrial hell in central India, so filthy (be) (5) …………………………………… the air that I had to throw my shirt away afterwards. Then Rashmi Bansal (send off me) (6) …………………………………… to meet some students in Bombay who seemed (spend) (7) …………………………………… all their time (have) (8) sex and (do) (9) …………………………………… drugs and who told me that their parents (not mind) (10) …………………………………… at all. And Alka Chaudhary took me to one of the most backward parts of the country where we found people (survive) (11) exclusively off rice that they scrape out of rat holes. Well today, for the last of these special BBC documentaries on India rising we’ve brought all four of my companions this week to Delhi so that we can try (thrash out) (12) …………………………………… out some conclusions. We (sit) (13) …………………………………… right next to the Lodi gardens, one of the nicest spots of Delhi, and I have to say very nice to see you all here, thank you so much (come) (14) ……………………………………, though I also have to say it is very odd seeing you all together since I spent time (travel) (15) …………………………………… with each of you sort of separately and (get) (16) …………………………………… to know you. I’m just wondering if any of you have had any particular reactions to the programmes that we (put out already) (17) …………………………………… on air this week. Alka Chaudhary, you sort of straddle both sides of the fence, don’t you? You  took me to some of the poorest parts of the country but you (employ) (18) …………………………………… by the confederations of Indian industry. How your programme (go down with) (19) …………………………………… your colleagues?

AC: When I showed the photographs that you (take) (20) …………………………………… in K??? and also when they heard the tapes that you sent, most of my colleagues, you know, were I mean, quite disbelieving that such a scenario still existed in India

Listen to the next part of the programme. 

1. What word does George Arney used to say Akra Chaudhary’s boss was very surprised?

2. What does George Arney mean when he says “So industrialists don’t really get it.”

3. Amitabh Behar says that there is a huge paradox. What is he referring to?

4. Explain what George Arney means when he says that Indians are “in a state of denial”

5. Why does George Arney think India wants to “go into some new incarnation”

Say whether the following statements are true or false:

	
	
	True
	False

	1. 
	India is like living in a country from seven centuries ago
	
	

	2.
	Indian children from the upper castes are taught that it is not their duty to give money to beggars in the street.
	
	

	4.
	There is less inequality now in India than during the previous 50 years.
	
	

	5.
	Almost half of the children in India do not have an adequate diet.
	
	

	6.
	Most people liken India to America and say that it is normal for countries of ‘unlimited opportunity’ have to go through a stage of ‘gross inequality’
	
	

	7.
	Even in the poorest parts of India there is  awareness of the economic boom that is taking place.
	
	

	8.
	Amitabh Behar admits that there is more social mobility than ever before.
	
	

	9.
	All the people taking part in the debate all agree that even those living below the poverty line now have some prospect of pulling themselves out of poverty.
	
	

	10.
	Akra Chaudhary tells everyone one of the hundreds of rags to riches stories she has witnessed personally.
	
	


In the following extract some words and expressions are missing. See if you can fill them in choosing from the options below and then listen to the programme to check your answers.

GA: Let’s talk a little bit about corruption. We haven’t again mentioned it that much in the course of this week. It’s one of the 1. …………………………… stories in India, maybe because like poverty, it’s just something that everybody takes for 2. ……………………………. Let me throw one example your way. Now in Bihar, Alka, you took me to Bihar, I read this afterwards, it’s an incredible statistic. This system 3. …………………………… there’s public food made available at cheap prices for the very poorest people, in Bihar 80% of that public food is stolen. Does that shock you?

AC: It is a fact that up until sometime back most of this was actually, sort of sold through the back door to shops and you know er 4. ……………………………. But the new government has come out with a new 5. …………………………… system now, 

GA: The new Bihar government […] the people in Bihar

AC: Absolutely

GA: But when it comes to corruption, I mean, you must have, all of you, experiences of … your husband is a (n) 6. …………………………… policemen he must have come 7. …………………………… plenty of instances of 

AC?: Even I’ve come across instances..

GA: Well, come on, such as

AC: Well you have people who think that they can get anything done if they offer you money, in cash, 8. ……………………………, whatever.

RB: It’s Ok, I mean you don’t lose your social 9. …………………………….. standing if you’re.. if you’ve got money in illegal or ulterior. I mean, you can have a grand wedding for your son or daughter and people still come and attend it and admire your money they don’t really 10. …………………………………. about the source. So I think that is one of the things that needs to be looked at. I mean as a big problem. 

AC:? I also agree with what Rashmi is saying, because we have reached a stage in our society where actually people don’t  look at where it has come from. There is a big show and people are living very well, you know. That comes in for a lot of admiration by the common person. And he does not 10 ……………………………question the means of getting that money.

GA: So where does this leave us because , Amitabh, you know, you’ve got this 11. …………………………… rich quick mentality, get money spend money. But, only, let’s cut it into segments, only a third of the Indian population are benefiting, let’s say, from globalisation, a third are  in 12. …………………………… poverty, below the poverty line, and a third, and please don’t dispute the figures these are very 13. …………………………… cuts, a third are sort of have got just about enough to live on, they’re right up there, they can see that India’s booming, but they’re not a part of it. How socially destabilising do you think that is?

AB: I think that it’s going to 14. …………………………… to a huge amount of social conflict, Because the third which has aspirational ideas of moving up they’re really not able to move up. They do not have the basic skills, now, to be able reach the top one third where they are able to get the benefits of globalisation. So these people are constantly living under the 15. …………………………… of the shining India but are not [being] able to achieve that shining India.

GA: Your friends on the left are saying this is the ground work for revolution.

BA: Absolutely, a lot of people feel that this is now preparing the ground for a revolution. And the social conditions are such that this conflict would lead to revolutionary changes.

1.
a. unsaid

b. untold

c. unsung

d. unrelated

2.
a. presumed

b. given

c. normal

d. granted

3.
a. where

b. whereby

c. whence

d. wherefore

4. 
a. retailers

b. resellers

c. salesmen

d. vendors

5.
a. token

b. ticket

c. voucher

d. coupon

6.
a. senior

b. ranked

c. high


d. superior

7.
a. through

b. by


c. into


d. across

8. 
a. sort


b. nature

c. kind


d. type

9.
a. standing

b. status

c. ranking

d. position

10.
a. bother

b. mind

c. care


d. heed

11. 
a. debate

b. question

c. acknowledge
d. challenge

12.
a. adverse

b. abject

c. wretched

d. dire

13.
a. rough

b. approximate
c. estimated

d. imprecise

14.
a. lead


b. arrive

c. bring

d. take

15.
a. influence

b. shade

c. cover

d. shadow

Collocation

Choose the most appropriate collocation from the alternatives given – all words are taken from the  listening.

1. ………………….. attitudes are attitudes which are optimistic:

a. upbeat

b. upturn

c. upward

d. beat up

2.
people who are unemployed are now referred to as ………………… seekers

a. work

b. job


c. employment
d. labour

3.
children who are forced to work, often in sweat shops are called child …………………….


a. workers

b. employees

c. jobbers

d. labourers

4.
in India today there is still …………………….. poverty

a. huge


b. grand

c. great


d. dire

5.
at the end of the week the examining life in India in the midst of an economic boom the five have come together to …………………………. some conclusions 

a. shape

b. derive

c. form


d. draw

Phrasal verbs, prepositions and colligations

Complete the following phrases with the correct preposition, if one is needed, sometimes more than one prepositions/particle is needed.

1. …we’ve brought all four of my companions this week to Delhi so that we can try to thrash ……………. some conclusions

2. I’m discussing with my Indian Companions and friends ………………….. where India’s heading.

3. … even in the poorest, most backward village in Bahar education is coming ………. There. There are private little schools being set …………….

4. he used to make fireworks as a child labourer and he worked his way ………………, put himself …………………… school

5. …people  are living very well, you know. That comes …………………. a lot of admiration…

6. Your friends …………… the left are saying this is the ground work for revolution

7. You have brought ………………. the subject of caste.

8. GA: The untouchability theme, I mean the name has been outlawed, the practice has been outlawed, but there are still untouchables, aren’t there? And they’re still really discriminated …………………………….

9. it was no issue from our side, but there was an issue from the boy’s parents’ side. But somehow they’ve come ………………. and things turned ……………… pretty well for everybody.

10. And just to summarise, incredibly crudely, I would say that three ………………….. the four of you do not believe that abject poverty will be abolished in the next 25-30 years as the government says, three …………………… four of you, though not the same ones, hopeful that the path of economic growth India is ……………………. is the best way forward,

