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Analysis – world Service 24.09.07 – Stealing Money from Developing Countries

Language work

1. The passive

The following phrases all taken from the listening have all been rewritten in the active, can you transform them into the passive? The subject of the passive sentence is written in italics and the passive verb is underlined

1. People believe that tens of billions of dollars are stolen from developing countries by their own leaders.

2. We expect that a number of countries will approach us.

3. we will help them develop cases, the criminal cases that governments need to start
4. mount requests for assistance that will stand scrutiny in what is likely to be sophisticated legal systems in countries where they find the assets.
5. These leaders have plundered these countries
6. People have repatriated 500 million dollars of Sani Abacha’s fortune to Nigeria

7. They have frozen and earmarked more for return

8. We can’t return the money […] because someone laundered the money here

9. A hoard of Lichtenstein lawyers are defending this money

10. They sued the bank  for having done that assistance

11. If they are to use punitive measures
2. Relatives

In the following sentences remove the relative pronouns or whole relative phrases, where possible. Sometimes you can replace the relative pronoun and verb with a present participle (-ing).

1. there should be no safe haven for those who steal from the poor

2. the Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative, which was launched last week, is aimed at retrieving money which has been illegally expatriated by the likes of the former Nigerian leader, Sani Abacha.

3. we will help them develop cases, criminal cases that need to be started [...] to help them mount requests for assistance that will stand scrutiny in what is likely to be sophisticated legal systems in countries where the assets are found.

4. it depends on the countries that have been plundered coming forward to ask for help

5. I came up with an information source who had details of where Marcos’ money went I went to the Philippines, I met with the chair of the commission that was supposed to be doing the recovery.

6. the bank account normally belongs to a company which was set up in Luxembourg, and the Luxembourg company belongs to a trust that is registered in the Channel Islands

7. Someone like Sani Abachi […] couldn’t have moved the volume of money that he did out of Nigeria without a huge infrastructure, I use the term pinfrastructure, a pinstripe infrastructure of bankers, accountants and lawyers, who are almost all based in Western countries, to facilitate the transfer of that money

8. “Well, we can’t return the money that we froze to Nigeria because the money was laundered here but you haven’t proved that it was the proceeds of a crime.”

9. But can you imagine a major bank that helped someone loot a country and hide the money

10. That would be the last time that any bank would touch money like that.

11. but at the end of the day both banks and the countries that are involved have to decide for themselves whether to act responsibly

3. Prepositions and particles

Complete the following phrases from the listening with an appropriate preposition or particle. Sometimes no preposition or particle is needed


1. tens of billions of dollars […] stashed ………………… in overseas bank accounts

2. if someone is elected …………… office, they’ll know that if they try to walk ………….. with the national wealth they will wind ………………. impounded by lawyers and investigators for the rest of their lives 

3. But the STARS initiative has no deterrent to wield. ……….. the first place it depends …………. the countries that have been plundered coming ……………….. to ask ……………… help. […] As Jack Bloom found …………  when he was investigating …………. the money taken by Ferdinand Marcos.

4. why do these banks continue to transact ……….. behalf of these people? 

5. In the 9 years ………… he died, around 500 million of Sani Abachi’s fortune has been repatriated ……. Nigeria

6. They must be made to account ………… the missing money or have their funding cut ……….

7. But can you imagine a major bank that helped ………. someone loot a country and hide the money and then that bank is sued ………. having done that assistance.

8. We at the United Nations at the bank I guess we don not mete ………. punishment.

