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Dark and Stormy Night – Grammar and Meaning

Got a problem?

A. In the 20 sentences that follow, all taken from ADSN, ‘got’ is used in ten different ways. Can you identify how it is being used? There are two examples of each use.

1. R’s D: As I got nearer the police station eight miles from ma’s little town

2. Barr: And she doesn’t know how he got a key to get in.

3. R: That happened after I dispensed with Donald and before he got worse.

4. Cop: “We’ve got your mother at the police station and she says you’re her next of kin.”

5. R’s D: But you’ve got to be supportive, haven’t you.

6. R: One fine day in the middle of the night two dead men got up to a fight’

7. R’s D: And then she got burgled

8. R: Everyone seems to have got their wires crossed.

9. Cop: And I suppose it was well over the worst when I got the call to go there.

10. Don: So she got me expelled, excluded as they say now.

11. R’s D: At least I got pregnant by someone with earning potential .

12. R’s D: Or have I got that wrong?

13. R’s D: when I got there I’d started to think about what might have happened

14. Cop: You see here we’ve got drunks and smashed windows, drugs and marauding kids, arson and domestic violence.

15. Cop: You’re gonna claim the overtime because you’ve got to hang around waiting for someone to sign you off to prove you earned it.

16. Cop: She thought he had got up and run away but he’s still there.

17. Cop: And I never got the overtime,

18. Don: I can’t really read. I never got taught how.

19. Don: And I got my sister to read it to me.

20. Barr: Seemed an odd way to begin but it got my attention.

B. The following phrases from the stories have been rewritten. Put them back in their original forms, using get/got with its appropriate colligation.

1. If she doesn’t open the front door you must break it down.

2. She’s wearing a skirt and stockings she’s perfectly in control.

3. His leg is broken for sure,

4. I calmed down as I went along.

5. I lost my way in a failing school, as they call them now.

6. I became mad because she’d fixed burglar alarms.

7. I obtained a key from the key cutting place where she’d left it for a couple of spares.

8. She can do all that, but she’s no longer very young.

9. My perfect mother about to make everything worse, just as the day was going to improve.

10. Look when the police phone you up there isn’t any protocol for what you should do.

11. Why are women always given all the family dirty work and men get away with murder.

12. We’ll appoint you a good lawyer.

13. You pay for your aspirations: you become headmistress.

14. The lovely sense of anticipation I used to feel coming back into my own home.

15. Cases don’t arrive in court by themselves, you know.

16. They don’t harass ladies your age. They harass girls.

17. If you can’t take him out of the way, can you at least suggest someone who can.

18. Today the story is given a new spin do we finally manage to hear the truth. (both verbs)

Get these expressions

But she ignored him for at least an hour and then he reckons that conscience got the better of her.

Why do women always get all the family dirty work and men get away with murder.

Two prisoners are talking about their crimes:
George: "I robbed a bank, and they gave me 20 years"
Herman: "Hmm. I killed a man, and I'm here for 3 days"
George: "*WHAT*??? I rob a bank and get 20 years; you kill a man and get 3 days???"
Herman: "Yeah, it was a lawyer."

Passives

C. Once again these sentences from the texts have been rewritten, in this case in the active form. Transform them into their original, passive forms

1. Cases don’t get to court by themselves, you know. Someone must prepare them. The someone who does this stuff is often me.

2. My school excluded him and it was a shame.

3. I went to sit on the beach and when I came back someone had plundered my kitchen.

4. Then she left. Went on to higher things. People are always effing leaving me.

5. I didn’t think anyone else would believe in a still young man stalking an old lady.

6. Then someone is pushing the door without real force.

7. I think you have done everything that you need to do around here.

8. I remember orderly calm and they gave us tasks for which we were responsible.

9. Mr Donald Smith who she employs to do her jobs.

10. My mother phoned the police at seven o’clock, an hour after it ended, to say someone had burgled her.

D. Compare the different ways of forming a passive in English and the possible tenses and constructions. Would/can you use the passive in Italian in very case:

You aren’t allowed to get used to anything. It all changes every three months.

To Mrs Adams at 14 The Strand who has been burgled during the night.

Much to our shame we never managed to teach him much as he was largely absent when he wasn’t being excluded.

I remember polishing my own shoes for school and not being allowed sweets. 

Mr Donald Smith, who is employed by her to do odd jobs.

He’s extremely upset and distressed to be accused of burglary.

She is very particular about household things and hates things being broken.

Although it isn’t evidence of course and it can’t be introduced.

Shouldn’t be charged with anything.

Then she left. Went on to higher things. I’m always being effing left.

I think you’ve done everything that needs to be done around here.

Would that it were so!

E. The modal would is used in 6 ways other than the conditional in the stories. These are:


1. to describe a past habit


2. to express the determination of the subject to do/not do something


3. when expressing the future in the past


4. to make an offer or suggestion 


5. to make a supposition

In the following sentences, identify why ‘would’ is being used.

1. He wouldn’t stop yelling, so I threw him out.

2. The matter would be fully investigated.

3. All those rhymes she had up her sleeve. Those stories she would make us continue.

4. She would insist on living there.

5. The lady said she hit him with an object which she said would not have done a great deal of damage except that he fell from the third floor down.

6. Although why on earth they wouldn’t let me go home on my own I can’t imagine.

7. Would you like to get your coat?

8. She wouldn’t let me talk to her.

9. He said he would kill himself and me.

10. Well, she only had to say ‘Once upon a time’ and we’d be quiet.

11. She wouldn’t have any of it.

12.  and I said I’d take it round

13. My family and I moved away. But then we came back. Me to a different school, But I’d see him in the town.

14. I never thought I’d have to do it for my mother.

15. If I was working there that summer she’d make me something to eat and I’d make the tea.

What do you call a man with a wooden head?

F. The following uses of would are all conditional – put the verbs into the correct tense.

1. Maybe if I ………………………………. (have) a house like this my wife …………………………………. (not leave) me.

2. “Young man” she says, which ……………………………………… (be) music to the ears in any normal situation. 

3. My real fear when the phone rang was that Tracey Jones was phoning me to cancel. If she …………………………………………. (do) that I ………………………………………… (burst) into tears.

4. She’d made her bed. Now, whyever ………………………………. (she do) that?

5. And she thought if she ……………………………………… (call) the police he ………………………………….. (hear) her.

6. He says they like to cuddle up together and she obviously …………………………………. (not like) it if other people ……………………………………………… (know) about that because its pretty naughty at her age, isn’t it.

7. I know Rachel Adams was terrified with good reason, and I know that she …………………………………………….. (not respond) like that over a broken glass.

8. I knew she …………………………………………………. (not mind).

9. Then he was there and oddly he was doing what I ……………………………………… (do): sweeping up

10.  I’d murder anyone who brought me tea at 6 in the morning.

11.  And if I …………………………………………… (can) actually mouth the words to the police they ………………………………………… (still take) an hour to arrive on this part of the coast.

12. I never thought I …………………………………………… (want) to see a dark face amongst all these white slobs getting pissed on a Saturday night in these towns. I ……………………………………………….. (like) to be where the action is doing something important. Terrorists.

13. She said she …………………………………… (can) afford to have anyone sticking around too long or they ……………………………………………………….  (stop) her money.

14. Fishing. I …………………………………………….. (miss) fishing if I …………………………………………………  (go) back to London.

G. In some of the phrases above would  is used to express past habit. Used to is another way of expressing past habit. Is there any difference between the two? Is there any change in meaning/focus if one substitutes the other? Here are some examples:

The lovely sense of anticipation I used to get coming back into my own home

I used to be a teacher

remembering another rhyme I sang to him. I used to make them shout it and beat their breasts 

They destroy every brain cell you thought you ever had. Not that there were very many in my case as my mother used to say. 

I used to like shift work. It gets to be second nature. 

It used to matter when the kids were little and I was in the MET not any more.

At first he used to follow me about he offered to carry my shopping.

Gran used to let me sleep in her bed.

I used to cook for him sometimes.

Your so thin she’d say.

Well, she only had to say ‘Once upon a time’ and we’d be quiet.

My family and I moved away. But then we came back. Me to a different school. But I’d see him in the town.

If I was working there that summer, she’d make me something to eat and I’d make tea.

H. to get used to is a similar structure to used to but the meaning is rather different. What is the difference? Here are some examples from the stories.

You don’t stay on the same shift like taxi drivers do. Work all night and sleep all day, lovely I could get used to that.

As it is, you aren’t allowed to get used to anything. It all changes every 3 months.

Saying “the truth”

I. Difficult words. In the following extracts insert the appropriate form of say or tell.

1. it was a dark and stormy night and the captain …………………… to the mate ‘…………………………… us a story.”

2. I am no longer the same person and I couldn’t ………………………… anyone why.

3. They destroy every brain cell you thought you ever had. Not that there were very many in my case as my mother used to …………………….. No, I’m wrong she didn’t actually …………………………  that but I could see her thinking it.

4. It was a little while after that DC Willis came and I left her with him to ………………. it all again, while I went upstairs.

5. As I got nearer the police station eight miles from ma’s little town I was remembering her …………………………  that Donald had become a bit of a nuisance. Or did she ………………… he wasn’t well, or something and that it was time for him to move on.

6. Another favourite rhyme of his I …………………….. my children.

7. Now today’s stormy tale ……………….. Rachel’s story form her daughter’s point of view.

8. Hello. It’s Mr Mantel, isn’t it. A funny kind of name, if you don’t mind me ………………….  so.

9. You could ……………………. my recently ex wife took to small town life in a big way, well she took to a bloke while I was on the 2 till 10 shift for a month.

10. These facts, ………………………… the report, are not in doubt.

11.  ……………………… me what she is supposed to have done.

12. Maybe he said he was going to ……………….. people about it and that pissed you off.

J.  In the following extracts provide the appropriate form of a modal (including semi-modals and phrasal modals) verb
a) She was sitting waiting for me as if she had all the time in the world. Which she does really. “Hello.” She said. “Thanks for coming. Although why on earth they ……………………….. (not) let me go home on my own I …………………………. (not) imagine. I …………………………. walked it by now. Anyway, they want to talk to you.” As a parent you …………………………………. have to go to a cop shop and pick up one of your kids, I suppose. I never thought I’d …………………………….. do it for my mother.

b) As it is, you aren’t allowed to get used to anything. It all changes every 3 months. I’m glad I’m not in the met anymore. I left a couple of years back. The wife wanted it. She said if you’re going nowhere in this job you ………………………….. as well be going nowhere in a nicer place where less happens and we’ll ……………………. get a better place to live with a garden and stuff. We ………………………………. get on better if we had less of Hackney and less of the ethnic mix. She never did get it.

K. In the final extract insert the appropriate form of one of the following words and phrases:

used to, be allowed, could, should, would, have to

But then we came back. Me to a different school, But I …………………….. see him in the town. He never amounted to much. Never kept a job for long. Never married. But for some strange reason he was always pleased to see me. At first he …………………………… follow me about he offered to carry my shopping. I knew what a tricky boy he …………………………….. be. But people ………………………….. to change. I ……………………….. ask him to do odd jobs around the house. She paused. Cool as usual to let me catch up. I …………………………….. murdered a cup of tea but she certainly wasn’t going to make me one. Looking back now, I ………………………….. called for a woman officer. “He ……………………… do enough for me really. I ……………………… to cook for him sometimes, if he was working for me. Then I became uneasy. I didn’t know at first if he was unreasonably attached to me or this house. Then he stole something for me. And I told him that it ………………………. stop and that he …………………….. go away and that made him very angry. He said,” and it was here she faltered, “that he loved me and that he knew very well that I loved him, He said he …………………….. kill himself and me.” “What and you didn’t report it?” She shook her head. “No. I didn’t think.” “No one saw?”  “I thought I ………………………… cope, thought it …………………………. make it worse. I told my children I had a stalker. And they didn’t believe me. Why …………………….. you?”

Like and as (+)

The following phrases and sentences are all taken from Rachel’s story. Try to complete them with the appropriate function word(s). A list of these is given below. Note that not all of them are used in the text and that sometimes there is more than one alternative.

	like        as        as if        as though        as much as          as many as         as well   


1. revolving round in my head ………………………. washing in a tumble drier. 

2. one of the best opening lines ever, ……………………….. ‘Over the hills and far away.’

3. I know each sound of this creaking house in a wind …………………………… this.

4. which sounded …………………………. A pistol shot, two floors away.

5. with little sounds ……………………….. swish, swish, swish

6. with the fine silk coverlet that I’d bought for myself …………………………..  a treat.

7. That rankles a bit. But not nearly …………………….. being retired does.

8. I can’t explain my vanity and stupidity with a boy …………………………….. Don.

9. But I knew him ……………………………….. a boy, so he remains a boy to me.

10. I thought I could help him …………………….. an adult where I’d failed him ……………….……… a child.

11. It sounds ……………………………. he’s brushing his teeth.

12. It’s a flimsy thing, ……………………………… most things in this house.

13. Donald cam and helped around the house, …………………………… I said.

14. Let’s put it ………………………………. This.

15. I’m watching with absolute calm ………………………………… the door knob on the inside of the door begins to turn.

16. Then the door is being pushed without real force, ………………………. The person behind is puzzled by its being shut.

17. I felt ………………………… washed by a great wave of relief and anger.

18. It was ……………………….. all the fear had gone and this great cold anger came over me

19. but I couldn’t stay where I was. ………………………… a rat in a trap I went across and yanked the door open.

20. Two mugs, nicely set out. There were two slices of cake on a plate, ………………………, with a large knife alongside which he steadied with his right hand. There was blood on that hand. ……………………. Somehow he had practised with this knife.

In most of the tales there is abundant use of similes – such as No. 1 in the previous exercise and in the Copper’s tale he says the sea was ‘calm as a mill pond’.  What similes do you know in Enlgish? Are they the same as in Italian?

