Task 10

You can choose ONE of the following topics about which to write your first academic essay. 
A) Changing China

Listening/watching

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/newsnight/5103100.stm
Watch the last of the four programmes about White Horse Village in China. Take notes as you watch.

Reading

1) Read the accompanying articles for the programme.

2) Read the following articles:

http://www.newscientist.com/article/mg20026794.900-china-moves-to-reverse-healthcare-collapse.html
any 3 (or more) of the articles you can find at http://www.dowjones.com/DJCom/Uploads/Pulitzer2007/International-online.pdf 

http://www.economist.com/opinion/displaystory.cfm?story_id=12471124
Writing 

Write an essay (minimum 700 words) on the following topic:

The economic boom in China has, on the whole,  brought improvements in life conditions and opportunities for self-betterment to the whole population.

Say whether you agree or disagree with the above statement. Support your opinions with evidence from the readings and programme and any other source materials you may have come across. Remember to reference your evidence clearly.

AFTER  you have written your essay, write a heading for each paragraph to indicate the key point being made in the paragraph.

Please send me your essay by 30 January 2009.

B) Children in armed conflict

Listening/watching

Listen to the video report “Children in the ranks” you can find on the Human Rights Watch website at 

http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/features/childsoldiers/video.htm

Reading

Read the Global Report 2008 by the Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers which you can download at http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/Child_Soldiers_Global_Report_Summary.pdf
Look also at the other articles on the HRW site such as http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2008/12/11/us-limits-military-aid-nations-using-child-soldiers
On the UNICEF site:

http://www.unicef.org/protection/files/Final-Paris-Principles-1Oct07-HFJ-speech.pdf

Writing
Write an essay (minimum 700 words) on the following topic:

Unless the international community starts to take punitive action against those countries/organisations which persistently have recourse to the use of children in armed conflict, the practice will never stop.

Say whether you agree or disagree with this statement.  

AFTER  you have written your essay, write a heading for each paragraph to indicate the key point being made in the paragraph.
Please send me your essay by 30 January 2009.













