Task 15 – CRITICAL LISTENING

Listening One - Islam and Women

This listening is a programme first transmitted in 2004 on the BBC World Service and is a debate between three Islamic women and their views on Islam and Women. The debate is moderated by Ernie Rea, the BBC presenter of the series Beyond Belief  a programme about religion and ethics.

As you listen, take notes of how convincing each speaker is. 

You can find this listening at http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/programmes/beyond_belief/ at the scroll down menu ‘Listen to previous programmes’ and scrolling down to 20 September 2004 . I will also leave this listening on a CD with Rosalia along with Listening 2.
Listening Two – The Moral Maze 10.10.06: The Veil and Cross

This is a programme transmitted on BBC Radio 4 and consists in a moderator Michael Buerke and three panellists discussing topical issues with some expert ‘witnesses’. 

Unfortunately this programme is no longer available online and is on a CD in Rosalia’s office.

Task: You work for the Radio division of the independent Media watchdog, Ofcom, which not only responds to listener complaints, but also monitors the content of sensitive programmes.  You are listening for bias and to ensure that the BBC is providing unbiased coverage of Islamic questions. (Ignore the fact that the programmes are not recent). You are NOT required to provide a chronological description of the two programmes, but rather to give a brief overview of the structure and content of each programme and, more importantly to say whether there was evidence of any bias or whether a broad spectrum of views was represented. Provide evidence from the programmes to support your critical analysis of the two programmes.

Your report should be 700 – 1,000 words.

