Task 16 – CRITICAL READING

You should have been given an essay written by one of your classmates. Read the essay identifying the strong points and the weak points.

In particular focus on the introduction and conclusion. Does the essay do what it says it will in the introduction? Does the conclusion provide an overview of the essay and a final comment? Does the essay answer the question posed/issue raised in the title?

Now look at the body of the essay. Is it clearly structured? Do the paragraphs deal with clear points (could you write a heading for each paragraph?) Are the arguments put forward clearly and supported with evidence? Does the essay build up to a final analysis/conclusion/proposal/statement of opinion?

See if you can identify any unsupported sweeping statements, both in the body of the essay and in the conclusion.

This was an opinion essay and you need not necessarily agree with the opinion expressed. Try to decide whether the opinion expressed is convincing or not, not with regard to your own opinion, but with regard to the arguments made.

Write your comments on the print out and bring them to the last lesson on 26 May. Give your appraisal of the essay to the author. If possible discuss the essay.

What have you learnt (if anything) from reading someone else’s essay. Now take your own essay and try to do the same thing.
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