Task 9

Balloon Debate – Persuasive speaking

This will perhaps become a SIS tradition. I started doing this last year and we had a pretty interesting last lesson of the semester. I had thought of doing something festive (watching a Christmas Comedy clip or some amusing language games), but then thought why change things if they work well. Here are the instructions.

During the last lesson of the semester I would like to hear you all speak.

To do this I thought we would hold a class Balloon Debate.

A Balloon full of international VIPs (both alive or dead) has set off for an International Summit in Paris. Unfortunately as the balloon approaches Mont Blanc the Balloon begins to lose height. In order not to lose the whole cargo of personages one person on board has to be thrown out. Each student will take on the  role of their chosen important person. They will speak for 2-3 minutes ( I will bring my timer, so you cannot speak more than 3 minutes) explaining why they should not be thrown out of the balloon. The passengers in the balloon will take note of each of the other speakers, perhaps giving them a mark. At the end of the debate each speaker will write the name of the VIP who was least convincing on a piece of paper and the loser will thus be decided. In the case of a draw, the class teacher will cast the deciding vote.

Just to let you know you are in good company the American Bar Association had a Balloon Debate in October of this year – they were discussing the best method of Dispute Resolution during their Annual conference!













