The struggle for media freedom 

By Roy Greenslade 
Professor of Journalism, City University http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/7132665.stm
Press freedom may appear to be a straightforward concept - but it defies/denies easy definition, even inside/within the liberal democracies that proclaim its enjoyment. 

	
	FREE TO SPEAK 

Series signing/marking the BBC World Service's 75th anniversary will include 

Global poll on/about attitudes to the media

Personal tales of people caught up/out in the news

Viewpoints/stances from leading thinkers

Focus on media limits/restrictions in Cuba and Egypt


Seen from a global prospective/perspective, press freedom is a relative term, differing in degree/proportion from country to country. 

In those countries where it exists by virtue of a written constitution or a charter bill of rights, or by parliamentary custom/institution or legal precedent, its boundaries/limits are continually to be/being tested - sometimes by debate, sometimes through the law. 

In countries such as/like totalitarian states where there is any/no political freedom, press freedom remains an ambition yet to be accomplished/realised. 

It is also an ambition that leads people to the loss of their liberty and, increasingly, to their deaths. 

Violating freedom 

Reporters sans Frontieres (RSF), a French-based press organisation that acts as a worldwide journalistic watchdog/regulator, produces an annual classification/index that registers/records the state of press freedom in 169 countries. 

In its latest/last report, it names Eritrea in last/bottom place, while Iceland and Norway sit equally/jointly at the top. 

The index is not based solely/alone on how many reporters are killed in each country - though murders, imprisonment, physical attacks and threats do make up/out one component. 

What matters the same/as much is the degree of freedom that journalists and news organisations benefit/enjoy, and the efforts made by the authorities to guarantee the / - respect for that freedom. 

Importantly, the index includes the degree of impunity enjoyed by who is/those who are responsible of/for violating freedom. It also measures the level of self-censorship in each country and the capability/ability of the media to investigate and criticise. 
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The fight for freedom in all its forms must persist or all is lost [image: image16.png]
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Send your comments


Recent assessments have also looked at whether/if people can access information freely on the/in internet. 

For my daily blog for The Guardian newspaper in Britain, part of my brief/task is to monitor the violations of press freedom across/in the world. 

For the past four years that has meant recording/record the deaths of media workers in Iraq. Most/The most part of the murder victims have been brave Iraqis, working either in/for local or international newspapers and TV channels. 

Barely a week has passed without someone being/been killed. 

Murder 

According to the Committee to Protect Journalists, the New York-based press watchdog that keeps/holds an account of each death, 119 journalists and 41 "media support workers" have been killed in Iraq since March 2003. 

The constant threat of death has made reporting/to report from that country virtually impossible for outsiders and a deadly hazard/danager for indigenous journalists. 
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Anna Politkovskaya's death indicated the threat to journalists in Russia


In the past year I have written often about journalists dying in Pakistan, Mexico and the Philippines. 

In those countries, it seems, the authorities make/do little, if any, effort to investigate the murders of reporters. 

In Russia, ranked at 144, there is little/a little public sympathy for journalists. 

A year after the murder of the campaigning journalist Anna Politkovskaya, there have been nine arrests. 

But there have been other unexplained deaths involving journalists in the country and a concerning/worrying lack of action by - /the authorities. 

And there are other concerns/worries. Are media outlets held in too few/too little hands? Does a narrow ownership base give owners - and their supporters - too great a say/a voice over the dissemination of information? 

Does a commercially-owned media, funded in the main/major by advertising, restrict public-interest journalism? 

Starved of information 

In Britain, that/which has long boasted a gold standard public service broadcaster in the form of the BBC, there are fears/concerns that diminished resources, because the government has pruned its funding arrangements, endanger/risk its ability to carry on/out its job properly. 

That has engendered a heated public debate. 
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The internet was used to get images out of Burma during protests


Nevertheless/Yet these kinds of arguments often appear as/like academic questions to people without the luxury of receiving any information except that allowed/permitted by government dictat. 

Wilf Mbanga is the editor/director of The Zimbabwean, a paper he and his wife produce from a tiny room at their rented home in Britain. 

Printed in South Africa and shipped across the border into news-starved Zimbabwe, the Mbangas cannot publish enough copies/copies enough to satisfy demand from/of people desperate to know more than/that they can read in the official organs sanctioned by Robert Mugabe's regime. 

Sitting in the back garden of his leafy suburban home on England's south coast, Mbanga effuses /enthuses about the "genuine press freedom" enjoyed by the British. 

Yet, as a British journalist, I spend/pass a lot of my time writing about attempts by the government to constrain the use of a/the Freedom of Information Act that is already weaker than the one that exists in the United States. 

Good for the US, you may say, but on the night of 18 October two US newspaper executives/managers in Phoenix, Arizona were arrested for publishing details of a grand jury hearing that they believed the public had a right to know. 

While/Whereas they were released the next day after widespread protests from journalists concerned about an assault on press freedom, it adds to the evidence that press freedom has not been reached/achieved anywhere. 

The struggle continues.

World 'divided' on press freedom

By Torin Douglas 
Media correspondent, BBC News http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/7134918.stm
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In some countries people do not trust the media


World opinion is divided on the importance of having a free press, according to a poll conducted for the BBC World Service. 

Of those interviewed, 56% thought that freedom of the press was very important to ensure a free society. 

But 40% said it was more important to maintain social harmony and peace, even if it meant curbing the press's freedom to report news truthfully. 

Pollsters interviewed 11,344 people in 14 countries for the survey. 

In most of the 14 countries surveyed, press freedom (including broadcasting) was considered more important than social stability. 

Graph: How different countries rate press freedom
The strongest endorsement came from North America and Western Europe, where up to 70% put freedom first, followed by Venezuela, Kenya and South Africa, with over 60%. 
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Although people in Britain value freedom of the press, when we asked about the media's truth and accuracy, respondents were critical 

Chris Coulter, pollster
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The fight for press freedom
Viewpoints: Free speech


In India, Singapore and Russia, by contrast, more people favoured stability over press freedom. 

In those countries, around 48% of respondents supported controls over the press to ensure peace and stability. 

Around 40% expressed the view that press freedom was more important. 
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	READ THE FINDINGS 

BBC World Service Poll: World Divided on Press Freedom [1MB]
Most computers will open this document automatically, but you may need Adobe Reader 

Download the reader here


People were also asked to rate how free the press and broadcasters were in their country to report the news truthfully and without undue bias. 

Perceptions varied widely among developing countries, ranging from 81% giving a high rating in Kenya, to 41% in Mexico. 

In India, 72% of respondents thought their media were free, compared with just 36% in Singapore. 

Honesty 

But some developed countries which strongly believed in press freedom were critical of their own media's honesty and accuracy. 

In the United States, Britain and Germany, only around 29% of those interviewed thought their media did a good job in reporting news accurately. 
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Chris Coulter, vice-president of GlobeScan, the company that led the research, says: "Despite the fact that people in Britain really value freedom of the press, when we asked specifically around news organisations how they're doing in reporting news accurately and truthfully, respondents were quite critical." 

"Only about a third of people in Britain actually gave positive ratings to either publicly-funded news organisations or privately-funded news organisations." 

He says he was quite surprised by this finding, but points out that the research was conducted during October this year, when trust in the BBC and other public service broadcasters in Britain had been hit by a series of phone-in problems and other editorial lapses. 

Owners' views 

The survey also identified concern in some countries over the concentration of private media ownership in the hands of fewer large companies. 

In Brazil, Mexico, the United States and Britain, more than 70% of respondents agreed with the suggestion that ownership was an issue because the owners' political views emerged in the news. 
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The fight for freedom in all its forms must persist or all is lost 

Spiro, Greece
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Germans had a particularly poor view of their private media companies - with just 18% giving them a high rating for accurate news. 

But overall, publicly-run news organisations were viewed slightly more negatively than ones run for profit. 

Only in Egypt, Germany, Russia and Singapore did people rate the public media more than privately-owned media companies. 

The poll was conducted by the international research firms GlobeScan and Synovate, as part of a season of programmes marking the 75th anniversary of BBC World Service. Polling in six of the countries was in major urban areas only. 
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