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Read the text below and underline which of the three alternatives given is correct. Please note that the symbol Ø indicates that no word is needed.
UN: US Should Take Part in Rights Reviews: Human Rights Council Offers Chance to Address Abuses Worldwide February 4, 2009
The United States is missing a crucial 1.opportunità/chance/occasion  to address serious human rights violations in several states, including Russia, by failing to take part in the ongoing country-by-country review at the UN Human Rights Council, Human Rights Watch said today. 
Within the "universal periodic review" (UPR), the Human Rights Council examines human rights situations in each UN member state once 2.each/every/all  four years. The review provides a chance to draw attention to, and make recommendations about, human rights violations in all UN member states. It 3.may/could/can provide the only realistic opportunity at the UN to publicly confront powerful Security Council members Russia and China, 4.whichIwhat/whose  human rights records are up for review next week. States 5.in/for/under review submit written reports concerning the human rights situation in their country, and respond 6.at/to/ Ø  the questions and recommendations put forward 7.by/from/for other UN member states.  

"Change 8.was/is/has not yet come to Geneva, where the US remains inexplicably silent about human rights abuses in places 9.as/such as/such Russia, and looks on track to be AWOL when China is considered 10.the/ 11.Ø/in next week," said Peggy Hicks, global advocacy director at Human Rights Watch. "If the US is truly 12.devoted/committed/pledged to addressing abuses and re-engaging with the world, 13.it/they/he should speak out at the Human Rights Council."  

Human rights defenders and democracy activists 14.confront/tackle//face growing threats in Russia. On January 19, 2009, one of Russia's leading human rights lawyers, Stanislav Markelov, was shot dead in broad daylight in downtown Moscow. Yet when Russia's human rights record was up for review during the UPR session on February 4, the US chair was vacant and it 15.lacked/failed/neglected to make 16.or/neitherIeither a written or oral statement. 

This continues the policy of disengagement from the Human Rights Council initiated by the Bush administration in June 2008. Since that time, the US has sent only low-level observers 17.to/at/in council meetings, and has not spoken for the record.  

All states, not just the 47 members of the Rights Council, are entitled to participate actively 18.in/at/to council sessions. Within the UPR, observer states take the floor on a routine basis. Countries like Canada and the United Kingdom continue to 19.have/do/make an active role in the UPR, and Israel engaged constructively in the review of its 20.very/ Ø own human rights record, which took place on December 4.  

At the current UPR review session, which ends on February 13, 16 countries will be considered: Germany; Djibouti; Canada; Bangladesh; the Russian Federation; Azerbaijan; Cameroon; Cuba; Saudi Arabia; Senegal; China; Nigeria; Mexico; Mauritius; Jordan; and Malaysia. The United States will be reviewed within the UPR in December 2010. 

Adapted from http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/02/04/un-us-should-participate-rights-reviews?print  

Use of English 2 - Editing

Read the following UN press release. Decide whether each line is correct or not. If there is a mistake underline the mistake and write the correct form in the right hand column. Please note that some of the mistakes are lexical and some grammatical. If there is an extra word, simply cross out the word. If there is no mistake in the line put a tick () on the dotted line in the column on the right. If a word is missing, use the insertion symbol () The first ones have been done for you as examples. 

	Greater efforts needed to end female genital mutilation – UN agency -   6 of February 2009 

6 February 2009 – The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) today called to greater efforts to end female genital mutilation, as the agency marked the International Day against  harmful practice that three million girls and women endure each year.

“Some 70 million girls and women alive today are been subjected to female genital cutting,” UNICEF Executive Director Ann M. Veneman said in a message on the International Day against Female Genital Mutilation. 

“While some communities have made real progress in abandon this dangerous practice, the rights, and even the life, of too many girls continue to be threatened,” she added.

Female genital mutilation or cutting is the partial or total removal of the external genitalia – undertaken for cultural or other non-medical motives – often causing severe pain and sometimes resulting prolonged bleeding, infection, infertility and even death.

Genital cutting can produce complications during the child birth, increasing the chances of death or disability for both mother and child.

Despite this practice is in decline, it remains prevalent in many countries and often against national laws, particularly in Africa and the Middle East. In the Central African Republic (CAR), for example, about the 28 per cent of women are circumcised despite a 1966 law prohibiting the tradition.

Foncy Kongo, a 29-years old woman from the CAR, works with the Inter-African Committee on Traditional Practices (CIAF) trying stop genital cutting in her country.

As a young girl growing up in Bria, central CAR, Kongo was used to hear about girls undergoing circumcision, she told UNICEF.

“It is part of our traditional culture, like a rite of passage into womanhood. The most of the women in my family is circumcised and even in school there was peer pressure from other girls, who would contest their womanhood,” she said.

When her turn came she ran out from home only to be dragged back to the house a few hours later. 

“I was scared. I'd heard of girls who died because they lost too much blood.”

Kongo did not die but she experienced immense pain and urinal problems after that she was circumcised.

A 2008 report shows that almost the fifth of women in Bangui, the CAR capital, are circumcised and almost three quarters of women in Haute Kotto, where Kongo grew, are victims of the cultural practice.

In February the last year, 10 UN agencies banded together to pledge their support for eliminating the life-threatening practice within a generation and aiming for a major reduction in many countries by 2015, the year the Millennium Development Goals are set to be achieved.

Adapted from http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=29811&Cr=female&Cr1=mutilation
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