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Collocation

Collocation refers to the relationship between words which commonly occur together in English. As there are often several synonyms (See Exercise 4) or near synonyms (see exercise 2) in English, choosing the appropriate collocate is a skill which may come naturally/intuitively to the L1 speaker, but can cause great uncertainty in the L2 learner. Indeed, even advanced learners often make unacceptable collocations (See Exercise 3). To have a clear idea of the kinds of relationships which fall under the name of collocation, try doing the exercises below.

Exercise 1. 

Antonymy 

Give the opposites of the words written in italics.

1. a light bag
………………………
4.
a hard exam
………………………

2. a light wind
………………………
5.
a hard chair 
………………………

3. light blue
………………………
6.
a hard journey
………………………

7.
a poor family 
………………………
8.
rough skin
………………………

9.
a poor exam
………………………
10.
rough sea
………………………

11.
Poor John!
………………………
12.
rough calculation
………………………

In the following pairs of phrases the words in italics have the same antonym, what is it?

13.
a mild curry / a cold meal
………………………

14.
ugly house / awful song 
………………………

15.
long journey / tall man
………………………
Exercise 2.

Choose words from the list to complete the sentences. You will need certain words more than once, and some words you will not need at all. Invent a sentence for the word(s) not used.


travel

cruise

trip

voyage

journey

tour

excursion
expedition
holiday
crossing
drive


flight


1. We went on a sightseeing ……………………… of London.

2. We’re going on a day ………………… to the country.

3. The return ……………………… from Spain took 35 hours.

4. We won the raffle and the prize was a 2-week  …………………. along the coast of Turkey and round the Greek islands. It’s a pity I suffered so much from seasickness on the …………………………. from Dover to Calais that I caught the first …………………. back from Paris and decided to spend my …………………… in England.

5. At the moment he’s away on a business ……………….

6. We had a great holiday in Scotland but the ………………….. home was horrendous: traffic jams virtually all the way.

7. The Titanic sunk on its maiden ……………………… from Liverpool to New York.

8. He took me out for a …………………… in his new sports car but it rained and I got absolutely drenched and ended up with flu! It’s a ……………….. I won’t forget in a long time .

Exercise 3. 

Here are some sentences from your first homework (Task 2) . Identify any odd or unacceptable collocations and suggest alternatives. Also try to identify any correct use of collocations. Other grammatical mistakes have not been corrected. Some sentences may have more than one inappropriate collocation:

1. The peaceful and light atmosphere in Nove Zamke , one of [the] Slovakia’s city [sic], covers a tension created b the new law…

2. To sum up, this intercultural conflict brings quite notable damages and could have an effect on the peaceful relations between two nations.

3. If the law has changed so dramatically the coexistence between the Slovaks and Hungarians who always lived together in accordance and peace, it must be revised.

4. The principal idea of this report is that this “massive traffic ticket system” is in reality a form of untold tax which aims to get money from the drivers more than making the streets safer. 

5. The tension between US and Russia is much decreased since the Cold War and in comparison to twenty years ago many progresses between th two countries have taken place.

6. – The recent language law is getting trouble to the Hungarian minority.

7. In spite of all, a row has occurred among the two ethnies, …...

8. I generally agree with the elaboration of legal measures for protecting a language, even more in cases of minority languages; despite that, the rised issue in Slovakia demonstrates how difficult is for two cohabitant cultures, to reach a stable integrity in developing, even closer Union in Europe..

9. He supposes that some children were doing the class of swimming, motorcycles were running across the streets, two teenagers were chatting in a bar.

10. In the Nineties Rwanda had to face a bloody civil war, in which the two main ethnic groups of the nation…..

11. Ireland is in a period of starvation, the economic crisis is very strong and unemployment rate is rising to the worth of 15%..

12. While projecting into the next common future, every single State should pay attention to its citizens’ needs and consider that nowadays governments are more exposed to global public attention: if they lie they must take responsibility of their acting.

13. But if we look deeper at the situation in Rwanda it is easy to understand that the changes are weak and slow.

Exercise 4. Choosing the right word

Complete the following sentences (taken from the Internet) with an appropriate form of one of the words listed below. Each word is used once only.

1. This very …………………………………. party dress is for Bitty Baby and medium size baby dolls.

2. I think we can all agree that there's no one as beautiful as a pregnant woman, her belly voluptuous with the miracle of life, her face ………………………………….with the expectation of motherhood. Why, she positively glows.
3. The blue water of Mohansic Lake …………………………………. sits amid the green rolling countryside of northern Westchester.

4.  Re Tom and Katie 
: your comments about the relationship.
I think they look …………………………………. together! And they seem to be so happy about the baby.

5. She’s simply …………………………………. I mean drop dead …………………………………. I’d kill to look like that.

6. I trail blazed, goggle-eyed, into the largely overlooked and …………………………………. beautiful canyon regions of Humahuaca right down to Southern Patagonia.

7.  All rooms have been ………………………………… decorated and retain the original Georgian and Victorian features commonly found in the houses of Great Pulteney Street. 
8.  She was …………………………………. beautiful every head in the room turned as she walked past.

9. You couldn’t call her beautiful, but there was definitely something …………………………………. about her.
10. There's nothing like yet another …………………………………. Hollywood face to the rescue of the underdog to bring us to the theater in droves, and Jackman fits the role of handsome Hollywood hero, to a tee.
11. Although almost 75 she was still a very …………………………………. Woman.

12. Ever hear a girl complain about how "all the ………………………………….guys are gay?"

pretty


cute


beautiful

stunningly

radiant


exquisitely

good-looking

breathtakingly

handsome

attractive

picturesquely

gorgeous

Exercise 5. Non-adjacent collocations

Collocations do not necessarily have to be adjacent, they can be separated by several words, or even sentences. Below is an example of a text where collocational relationships occur even though several words separate them.
Read the text and underline any strong collocational pairs. The first two sentences are done for you.

Ryanair recommends that all passengers check-in for their flight two hours prior to scheduled departure. Check-in desks at London Stansted Airport and Palermo Airport (Sicily) close 40 minutes prior to scheduled departure. 

We reserve the right to cancel your reservation and to deny you boarding without refund if you do not comply with the Check-in Regulations.

You should be at the boarding gate at least 30 minutes prior to departure. Boarding closes 10 minutes prior to flight departure time and passengers arriving late to the boarding gate will not be accepted for travel. 

All monies paid (including taxes, fees and charges) are Non-Refundable - except in circumstances where Ryanair cancels a flight.

A tip

When recording vocabulary in your notebooks you should try either to put the word in a sentence using one or more collocates, or list the collocates next to the word. For example when writing down ‘apply/application’ you could write:

‘application – collocates: to make, submit an application 

my application succeeded/was approved/was rejected

I applied successfully for the job.’

Exercise 6 Adverb+ adjective matching ( Exs 6, 7, and 89) adapted from Lewis , M & Hill J. 1999, LTP Dictionary of Selected Collocations – Exercises and Activities from the Classroom and Lewis, M., 2000, Teaching Collocation. Both Hove:LTP )

Some adverb + adjective collocations are often fairly strong. Match each adverb in the list on the left with an adjective from the list on the right and then complete the sentences with one of the expressions.

1.  delicately

a.  associated with

2.  closely

b.  balanced

3.  enthusiastically
c.  chosen

4.  highly

d.  mistaken

5.  carefully

e.  overcrowded

6.  ideally

f.  qualified

7.  badly

g.  received

8.  dangerously

h.  situated

1. The election is very ……………………………………….. at the moment. Either party could win.

2. The new production of ‘Hamlet’ was …………………………………. by the first night audience.

3. She’s too ……………………………….. for the job – we don’t want someone with a degree.

4. The house is ………………………………., ten minutes from the sea, and ten minutes to the mountains.

5. If you think I’m going to agree to that, you’re ……………………………………………..

6. The disco was already ……………………………………………. when the fire started.

7. His words were ………………………………… to ensure they appealed to different sections of the audience.

8. The President has been ………………………………….with the idea from the start, so he’s very anxious that it is a success.

Exercise 7 Odd Verb Out
Circle the verb in each line which does not collocate with the noun.

1.  accept, act on, disregard, follow, ignore, make, solicit, take

ADVICE

2.  come up with, do, expect, get, require, supply


ANSWER

3.  Build up, close down, set up, put off, take over, wind up

A BUSINESS

4.  deal with, ignore, do, examine, ignore, reject, respond to

A COMPLAINT

5.  accept, answer, come in for, give rise to, make, reject

CRITICISM

6.  describe, do, enjoy, have, recall, share



AN EXPERIENCE

7.  apply for, be sacked from, give up, lose, search for, 


A JOB

8.  adopt,  approve, draw up, finalise, implement,  propose

A PLAN

9.  advertise, consider, make, put in, reject, submit, turn down

AN APPLICATION

10.apply, bring down, expect, improve, lower, meet, rise

STANDARDS

Exercise 8 Antonyms (yet again)

1. You can fire or ………………. employees.

2. We thought that crossing the Kalahari would be a fairly dangerous journey, but it turned out to be quite …………………..

3. Are you the sort of person that follows or ………………………….. instructions?

4. You can either tighten your grip on a situation or ………………………………… it.

5. I had a car accident last week. There was only ………………………. damage where I ran into the car in front, but substantial damage at the back where a lorry ran into me!

6. I’m going to make a proposal at the meeting, if it’s accepted I may be in for promotion, but if it’s …………………………………. I might lose my job!

7. The President formerly opened the meeting with a speech welcoming all the guests, however he had already left before the meeting………………………….. and left it to the Vice President to make the closing speech.

Exercise 9 
In the following sentences, all taken from the Internet, you will find examples of some of the collocations you found in the previous exercise. This time you have to provide the appropriate verb. The verbs are listed below. Try to fill in the blanks. You can check your answers by clicking on the link to the original article.

1. But there are two kinds of anti-Europeans. The first kind are entirely open about their view that we should pull out of Europe altogether. I profoundly ……………………………. with them; but at least theirs is a logical and clear position. (Jack Straw, Foreign Secretary

 http://www.britischebotschaft.de/en/news/items/041207.htm)

2. I very much …………………………………… the serious intentions of the noble Lord, Lord Joffe, and the care that he has taken with the Bill to try to limit any possible damage. I should also like to say to the Select Committee, as a person who was not a member of it, how valuable the report was. It was a model of clarity and helpfulness. (Bishop of Oxford’s comments on Lord Joffe’s Assisted dying Bill http://www.oxford.anglican.org/detail.php?id=2370) 
3. I think spring is the season when we sow seeds in the fields and I very much …………………………that your current visit to this country will be able to sow promising seeds for our friendship in the future. Remarks of Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao to Secretary Condoleezza Rice, Great Hall of the People, Beijing, China, March 20, 
4. I readily ………………………………… that what I am suggesting is an EXTREMELY difficult course, and one that many would say was idealistic but impractical, given well-known American domestic political realities. Many readers of this message may be convinced that hostility toward American policies instituted by Bush is already too deep and too widespread among the Arab peoples to overcome in the foreseeable future merely through a change of regime in Washington.
 (http://www.realisticforeignpolicy.org/archives/2005/10/contrary_as_usu.php)
5. "For it is to the shame of the international community that this evil took place under our noses and we did nothing like enough. I bitterly …………………………………this and I am deeply sorry for it," he said. (Jack Straw, yet again, http://www.politics.co.uk/foreign-policy/straw-apologises-srebrenica-massacres-$16136589.htm)
6. I firmly ………………………………… the death tax is a good thing for people from all waks of life. (George W Bush, http://www.thatsweird.net/funny_george_bush9.shtml)
7. Smoke like an Egyptian: Hookahs used to be associated with marijuana, opium dens and progressive rock (or that's what we vaguely …………………………………). But legitimate hookah bars started appearing in California in the late 1990s, and, despite the anti-smoking surge, they are booming, especially in college towns.
8. I could have shaved 24 hours off the journey, but for me travelling is as much about getting there as as it about the experience, and the Shosholoza Meyl is a journey and an experience I can thoroughly ……………………………….. http://shopping.guardian.co.uk/travel/story/0,,1406013,00.html 
9. I hugely …………………………………. the work that magistrates do and the care with which they consider cases. However, at the back of my mind is the knowledge that, if I were accused of a crime that I did not commit, I would have more faith in a jury, because it is made up of 12 ordinary men and women, who are not in any way case hardened. (From a debate on the Criminal Justice Bill – House of Commons http://www.parliament.the-stationery-office.co.uk/pa/cm199900/cmstand/d/st000606/am/00606s03.htm) 

10. The book also contains lots of exercises, with answers at the back of the book, so I strongly ………………………………….. you to do these to reinforce the teaching in class. If the exercises raise problems bring them to the tutorial. (From the course description of ‘Foundations of English Grammar’ at UCL.  http://www.phon.ucl.ac.uk/home/dick/feg/feg.htm 

11. Further south, in the little town of Tarare, they'll be eating their way through the night, then continuing for another four days of gastro-festival. If you attend either (and I warmly ………………………….. you do), don't expect much sleep before the weekend. And take aspirin. http://www.thisistravel.co.uk/travel/over55s/Plenty-of-bottle-article.html?in_article_id=36280

12. A Downing Street proposal to link aid to methods aimed at encouraging poorer countries to play their part in curbing illegal immigration is proving highly controversial. "I entirely ………………………………… with Clare Short when she said it is morally repugnant to hurt the poor of the world in order to get your way with a different policy intent." (Jack Straw – again http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/2056821.stm)

remember

believe

disagree
agree

respect

admit

admire

regret

suggest

advise

hope

recommend

Exercise 10. Verb adverb collocations 

Rewrite the following sentences providing an appropriate noun and inserting an appropriate adverb (of degree or viewpoint) either before or after the verb to intensify your feelings.

Be prepared to defend your views in class.

1. I agree that …………………………….. should not be allowed in any civilised society.

2. I admire people who …………………………………..

3. Although most people might not agree, I believe that …………………………………….

4. An academic paper I can recommend is ……………………………………………………..

5. One person I respect is ……………………………………………………….

6. I regret (not) ……………………………………… during my undergraduate course.

7. I admit that I am ………………………………….. 

8. I remember …………………………………….when I was at school

9. I hope that …………………………………………..

10. I disagree that…………………………………………..

11. I suggest you …………………………………………………… if you don’t want everyone to hate you.

12. I advise you to ………………………………………………….if you want to pass your English exam. 

Adapted from ‘Word Games’, photocopiable exercises for the Oxford Collocations Dictionary for Students of English – promotional material. No date.

Task 3

Homework for Wednesday 28 October.

Exercise 9

Write sentences for 

Listen to a Business News bulletin in English. Either CNN or BBC or any other English language news programme. Take note of any collocations you hear. Listen to the programme more than once if necessary (not the whole news programme, only the Business news). Bring your list of collocations to the lesson.

The ‘Today’ programme on BBC radio 4 (07.00 – 10.00 CET) has Business bulletins at around 25 minutes past the hour (you listen to the programme via the ‘listen again’ facility. The BBC World Service has Business News Bulletins on its home page.

Choose any newspaper or news magazine article, on any topic at all. Highlight as many collocations as you can find. Bring your article with you to the lesson.

Remember that you need to look further than words occurring next to each other in a text. A lot of verb + noun collocations are non adjacent collocations and therefore may have other words in between. (Look back at exercise 5 for examples). 

� Tom Cruise and Katie Holmes for those who do not follow Hollywood gossip.
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