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OBJECTIVES

By the end of the course the student should have reached a level of proficiency at least equivalent to C1+ (Advanced) in all four skills: reading comprehension, listening comprehension, writing and speaking. In addition to improving students’ level of English, the main aim of the course is to help students become more independent language learners. To  be able to do this students are encouraged to develop an awareness not only of what it means to learn a language but how English works and in what way it differs from their L1, with particular reference to English for the workplace and English for academic purposes.

The focus during the second year of the English course will be on specialist discourse, in particular legal English, English for the political sciences and the English of Economics. The language of International Organisations will also form a fundamental part of the second year and students should acquire negotiating and debating skills and also become aware of the types of written language used in NGOs.
PREREQUISITES

Students who do not pass the English Language entrance test (B2a) will not be admitted to the degree course. Students who have been awarded one of the certificates listed below after June 2005 are exempt from the entrance test

Cambridge First Certificate (or above)

IELTS 6.0 (or above)

TOEFL computer-based 235 (or above)

TOEFL paper-based 575 (or above)

TOEFL internet-based 93 (or above)

CONTENTS

The whole class will attend one lesson a week during both the autumn and spring semesters and one lesson a week in smaller groups during the spring semester. 

Alongside the lessons with the course lecturer, there will be language practice lessons with Dott.ssa Lesley Orme and Dott. Richard Straub. Details of these lessons and the groups will be provided at the start of the academic year. The lessons with Dott.Straub will mainly focus on writing skills, in particular academic. 

The Foundation  Course in International and European Law will be given in English by Prof.ssa Antoniolli and Dott.ssa Trevisanut and one of the language practice lessons will focus in particular on the linguistic aspects of this course not only introducing students to the specialist terminology but also developing students ability to debate the issues raised in the Law Module. The lessons will, in the main, consist in an examination of leading cases and  discussion of the salient aspects.

The English course has a double focus on both academic English and English for the workplace. Study skills such as listening strategies, note-taking skills, skimming and scanning, writing academic texts and giving academic presentations will be covered.  Communication in a working environment will include topics and skills ranging from emails to formal letters, report writing to interpreting statistics, telephone skills and the language of meetings. Questions such as style and register, the language of procedure and the language of international organisations will also be introduced (in the main by the course lecturer).

In the second semester the focus of the lessons with the course lecturer will be on developing reading and oral skills, in particular presentation skills an, debating skills, alongside critical thinking. 

TEACHING METHODS 
Students are required to participate actively in all lessons, both with the course lecturer and  with the language teachers. Learning a language requires a great deal of time and effort; success depends on practising as much as possible. Therefore, in addition to classwork, students are required to do a series of tasks throughout the year which constitute a substantial part of their final assessment.  

In the second semester, as the main focus will be on developing oral skills, the ability to present information clearly and concisely, express an opinion, defend a position and criticize other positions  in real time, the active participation of all students is fundamental. 

In the second semester some of the lessons with course lecturer will take the form of language workshops based on the tasks produced by the students. Some peer assessment will also be used, both for the presentations and the written work. 

In order to improve both oral skills and critical thinking and offer an opportunity for a genuine exchange of ideas,  a series of interclass debates (First and second year students) will be organised over the year where students will discuss the controversial topics of the day.

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
Monolingual dictionary (Advanced)

Bailey, Stephen, 2006,  Academic Writing: A Handbook for International Students (2nd Edition) London: Routledge. 

Reinhart, Susan,  2002, Giving Academic Presentations, Michigan: Michigan University Press 
ASSESSMENT
Continuous assessment, written exam and oral exam.

Continuous assessment consists in the tasks set during the year. The student must successfully complete 75% of the tasks to be admitted to the oral exam.

The written exam has four sections: listening comprehension,  reading comprehension, use of English ,and an essay.

The oral exam has two parts: oral presentation, discussion of the essay.

Students with English the following English language certificates are exempt from the written exam: IELTS 7.5 +, CAE Grade A, CPE, TOEFL paper 630+, TOEFL  computer-based 270+, TOEFL internet-based 110.  

In addition to the above, non-attending students will be required to do further tasks . They are therefore warmly invited to contact the course lecturer at the start of the academic year in order to agree upon the content and form of these tasks.

