Thinking about academic success
How important is it for you as a student to develop the following characteristics while studying at the School of International Studies? Next to each statement write H for High Importance, M for Medium Importance and L for Low importance.

· knowing your strengths and weaknesses

· thinking about how to develop your abilities further

· thinking about how to approach a particular task

· using logical, reasoned approach to study

· approaching your subject in depth

· being interested in finding things out

What is academic writing (tick one or more)?

· a mechanical exercise

· groups of grammatically accurate sentences 

· the clear expression of ideas, knowledge and information

· a form of self-expression

· a way of exploring, addressing and expressing academic issues

· a way of communicating results or information

To write well academically, how important are the following? Next to each statement write H for High Importance, M for Medium Importance and L for Low importance.
· reading a lot

· studying grammar

· studying vocabulary

· imitating other writers

· writing a lot

· inviting others to comment on your writing

· going back and thinking again about what you have written

· rewriting until you are completely satisfied

· understanding the process of writing

· meeting the needs of your reader

How important do you think the following are when writing academic texts? Next to each statement write H for High Importance, M for Medium Importance and L for Low importance.

· grammatical correctness

· spelling and punctuation

· an appropriate style

· overall organization

· vocabulary

· good ideas

· good use of sources

· relevance of subject content

· response to the task

Which of the following contribute to successful academic writing? (Tick one or more)

· presenting information clearly and precisely

· analyzing questions and issues clearly and precisely

· distinguishing between relevant and irrelevant material

· recognizing key assumptions

· identifying competing points of view

· demonstrating reasoning and problem-solving abilities

· adopting a critical stance

· understanding the context for which you are writing

When persuading your readers that your argument is valid, how important are the following? Next to each statement write H for High Importance, M for Medium Importance and L for Low importance.

· analyzing questions

· stating facts

· reasoning your argument logically from facts

· explaining key terms

· using language appropriate to a particular subject area

· using other points of view to strengthen your argument or research

· demonstrating the weakness of other people’s arguments

· acknowledging the limitation of your own argument or research

· supporting your argument with examples

· frequently summarizing your argument

· referring to well-argued conclusions
Answer the following on a separate piece of paper.

Should you always think of academic writing as communicating with another person? Why / Why not?

What do you do or what do you concentrate on when you are given a writing task:

a) while you are still writing your first draft

b) when you have finished your first draft

c) before you hand in your final draft

What type of academic writing have you done in the past?

What difficulties do you have when writing in English?

What do you do when you have difficulties?

Do you enjoy academic writing? Why / Why not?

Now compare views and experiences.
