Task 11

Below are three essay questions related to topics we have dealt with during the first semester. Choose ONE of the topics about which to write your first academic essay. 

Writing 

The essay should be a minimum of 600 words. Please pay attention to organization at essay level, paragraph level and sentence level. 

Topic 1

“All in a good cause?

Celebrity sells, and no one knows that better than hard-pressed charities. But for some famous faces, charity is just another form of exposure.”  

This quote is taken from an article written by Andrew Smith in the Guardian in 2002 http://observer.guardian.co.uk/life/story/0,,639825,00.html. The New Statesman questioned the practice in 2005 (http://www.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/176/32064.html) as did the Guardian (http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2005/jun/24/g8.debtrelief) No comment regarding the last article from the Times earlier this year http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/food_and_drink/wine/article5887740.ece 
Do you think celebrity involvement in charity work is more about putting the spotlight on themselves, rather than the plight of the people (or the planet) they are supposedly trying to save?

Topic 2

Adoption by same sex couples is a fundamental right – discuss

Topc 3 

Which one of Ash's six strands do you think is the most important for the European Union today? (reference: "Europe's true stories", by T. G. Ash, i.e. task 9)

Deadline

I apologise most wholeheartedly for not setting a deadline when I uploaded the task. I had originally envisaged this for 15 January to give Richard and myself time to correct them before seeing you all in February. As it is my fault for not giving you ample warning of the deadline, I will extend it to 20 January. Could you please put a hard copy (print out) in Richard’s pigeon hole in CIAL by this date and send the electronic version to me by 25 January (I will be away from 21 – 25 January at an international conference). If you do not hand in the work to Richard on time, he may not have time to correct it as he has many other commitments.
