Task 6
You are applying for a place on the highly competitive Master's Degree in European and International Studies at the SIS of Trento. Two of the Admissions requirements are to provide the Admissions Panel with a current CV and the abstract of your final dissertation (Bachelor's Degree) in English. Send these documents to me as attachments with a covering email. All emails should arrive by 12.00 Monday 16th November. Your abstracts should be a maximum of 300 words (some of the examples below are much shorter).

Remember that on Wednesday 18th lessons will be in split groups: Surnames A-L at 8.30 in the CIAL Lab and surnames M-Z at 10.15 in the CIAL Lab.
Here is an abstract about the topic we dealt with earlier in the month. 

Shiffman, Jeremy. "The State of Political Priority for Maternal Mortality Reduction in Nigeria and India" Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies Association, Town & Country Resort and Convention Center, San Diego, California, USA, Mar 22, 2006 <Not Available>. 2009-11-06 <http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p98731_index.html> 

Publication Type: Conference Paper/Unpublished Manuscript
Abstract: Each year between 500,000 and 600,000 women die due to complications from childbirth, making this the leading cause of death globally for adult women of reproductive age. In 1987 a transnational safe motherhood network emerged, linking UN agencies, the World Bank, international non-governmental organizations and states from both the North and the South in an effort to reduce global maternal mortality levels. Since then, a handful of Southern states have embraced the cause and succeeded in lowering maternal death levels significantly, while many more have ignored the issue completely. This paper explores reasons behind this cross-national variance in state behavior through case studies of India and Nigeria, the two countries of the world with the largest numbers of maternal death in childbirth who together constitute one-quarter of the world’s total. The study focuses on the interactions between international movement leaders and domestic political and social actors in each of these two nation-states. It is based on in-depth semi-structured interviews with the global leaders of the safe motherhood movement, as well as research on safe motherhood conducted in each of these two countries.
Here are more examples of abstracts from topics related more closely with your degree course: 

Democratic Governance Beyond the Nation-State: 

The EU and Other International Institutions 

MICHAEL ZÜRN 
Institute for Intercultural and International Studies (InIIS), University of Bremen 
International institutions not only increase system effectiveness or output legitimacy, but are also a normatively plausible response to the problems for democracy that are caused by globalization. In this way, international institutions also increase input legitimacy. It is therefore a false approach to pin down the problem of democracy beyond the nation-state as a choice between `effective problem-solving through international institutions' and `democratic political processes'. At the same time, it is indisputable that the actual functioning of these international institutions does not meet democratic standards. By correctly pointing to the deficits of current international institutions, sceptics too quickly conclude that most deficits in the working of international institutions cannot be remedied. The sceptical argument is founded on two more or less explicit background hypotheses that can be empirically challenged. The first background hypothesis states that a demos cannot exist at the transnational level. I will modify this statement in theoretical terms and offer some conceptual distinctions that may prepare the ground for further empirical investigation. The second background hypothesis of the sceptics postulates a zero-sum relationship between national sovereignty and supranationality. I will put forward some concrete institutional proposals that undermine the zero-sum logic of the sceptics, concluding that in a denationalized society, democratic legitimacy can only be achieved by a mixed constitution comprising majority procedures and negotiation mechanisms. 
Key Words: democracy • demos • EU • globalization/denationalization • international institutions 

European Journal of International Relations, Vol. 6, No. 2, 183-221 (2000)
DOI: 10.1177/1354066100006002002

Transnational Networks and Global Environmental Governance: The Cities for Climate Protection Program

Michele M. Betsill 1 Harriet Bulkeley 2 
  1 Colorado State University 
  2 University of Durham 
  Author's note: An earlier version of this article was presented at the 2002 Berlin Conference on the Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change. We thank participants, Pauline Mcguirk, and three anonymous reviewers for their helpful comments. 

Copyright © 2004 International Studies Association.

ABSTRACT

The past decade has witnessed a growing interest among scholars of international relations, and global environmental governance in particular, in the role of transnational networks within the international arena. While the existence and potential significance of such networks has been documented, many questions concerning the nature of governance conducted by such networks and their impact remain. We contribute to these debates by examining how such networks are created and maintained and the extent to which they can foster policy learning and change. We focus on the Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) program, a network of some 550 local governments concerned with promoting local initiatives for the mitigation of climate change. It is frequently asserted that the importance of such networks lies in their ability to exchange knowledge and information, and to forge norms about the nature and terms of particular issues. However, we find that those local governments most effectively engaged with the network are mobilized more by the financial and political resources it offers, and the legitimacy conferred to particular norms about climate protection, than by access to information. Moreover, processes of policy learning within the CCP program take place in discursive struggles as different actors seek legitimacy for their interpretations of what local climate protection policies should mean. In conclusion, we reflect upon the implications of these findings for understanding the role of transnational networks in global environmental governance.

What's So European About the European Union? 

Legitimacy Between Institution and Identity 

J. Peter Burgess 
VOLDA UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE, OSLO (PRIO), NORWAY peter@prio.no 
This article explores the tension between an understanding of Europe as purveyor of a certain kind of cultural, spiritual or religious identity and the more or less bureaucratic project of European construction undertaken in its name. The central axis of this tension is the theoretical relationship between identity and legitimacy. The classical modern problem of nation-state building involves integrating the legitimating force of collective identity into the institutions of the state. How does the project of European construction respond to an analogous challenge? This article develops this theoretical question by turning to two canonical positions concerning the relation between institutional legitimacy and its cultural, spiritual or religious under-pinnings - Montesquieu and Weber. It then returns to the founding documents of the EU in order to interrogate the legitimacy of the EU in light of the concept of European identity. 
Key Words: culture • democracy • European Union • identity • legitimacy 

European Journal of Social Theory, Vol. 5, No. 4, 467-481 (2002)
DOI: 10.1177/136843102760513866

The Impact of European Integration on Private Law: Reductionist Perceptions, True Conflicts and a New Constitutional Perspective

Christian Joerges 
  1 Centre for European Law and Politics, Bremen and European University Institute, Florence 
KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

If private law is defined simply as a matter of core areas such as substantive contract, torts, property or family law, it may be doubted whether European law has significantly affected national private law systems; or conversely, whether national private law is relevant to European integration. However, this paper argues that such conclusions are misleading: while there have been very few European interventions into the core areas of civil codes or the common law, the integration process has impacted forcefully upon deeper structures of national legal systems. Challenging the institutional embeddedness of national private law, European primary and regulatory law has remodelled (public) concepts of private autonomy, the realm of private governance and the social responsibility of private actors. How then to present and evaluate this indirect impact? Drawing upon concrete examples, this paper seeks first to understand this European challenge to the interdependence of national private law, borrowing from political science's analytical tool of multi-level governance to highlight the complex interrelations between European rights and regulatory law and national private law; and secondly attempts actively to assess the legitimacy of the impact of integration upon private law with the aid of the explicitly normative theory of deliberative supranationalism. However, precisely because Europe remains in a state of flux, and dependent upon contingent political processes, no final conclusions are drawn: as is the case with so many areas subject to integrationist logic, the contours of the 'new European private law' cannot be laid down in advance, and are instead a long and weary matter of cooperation and fine-tuning between national and European judiciaries.

For instructions on how to write an abstract see one of these:

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/bizwrite/abstracts.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/656/01/ 

This last site – the online writing lab of Purdue University - is great for most academic writing tasks.

If your dissertation topic has nothing to do with International or European Studies I suggest you have a look at how abstracts are written for your particular discipline.

PLEASE remember to follow the correct procedure for submitting work.

