Peer Review Form

Title of Paper Reviewed:

Your Name:

A)
Read the essay quickly.  What is your first impression? 

B)
Reread the essay one paragraph at a time and answer the following questions.

1. Is the introduction clear and concise? Does it contain a thesis sentence that describes what the essay aims to achieve?  Does it say how it will be organized?

2. If the introduction states how the essay will be organized, does the essay stick to this logical order? 

3. Is the essay organized in a logical way? If not, how might it be improved?

4. Does each paragraph focus on one specific point? (Is there a topic sentence?)

5. Do the paragraphs provide specific examples and/or details supporting or illustrating the main idea of the paragraph?  

6. Does the author make her/his points convincingly?

7. Are the arguments presented in a balanced manner?

8. Does the essay have a clear conclusion pulling together all the strings?

9. Given the way the arguments are presented in the essay, does the author come to the appropriate conclusion?

10. Does the conclusion have a final comment which rounds of the essay in an appropriate way?

11. Does the essay do what is says it is going to do in the introduction?

12. Does the essay answer the question/title?

13. Is the style and register of the essay appropriate to the context?

14. Is the content of the essay appropriate to the context, i.e. does it take into account the audience?

15. Does the essay make enough use of linking devices and signposting language to make it flow better (transitions)? If not, give examples where you think more/better linking is necessary. For a quick overview of transitions see http://www.unc.edu/depts/wcweb/handouts/transitions.html 

16. Does the essay make use of technical terms or specialized lexis?

17. What would you say are the main strengths of this paper?

18. What suggestions can you make to the author to improve her/his essay writing in future?

