PRESENTATIONS

Some questions to get you thinking:

1. Which of the presentations from last week do you remember best and why?

2. Which of the presentations did you find easiest to follow and why?

3. Which of the presentations do you remember as being the most organised and why?

4. Which of the presentations made you want to find out more about the topic and why?

5. Which of the presentations ended smoothly?

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences..

STARTING OUT

1- What I’m going/want to talk about this morning is…………..

2- My talk will …last…. about 20 minutes

3- I?ll provide you with/hand out copies of my slides at the end.

4- If you have any questions you’d like to ask or comments you’d like to make please don’t hesitate to interrupt me.

5- If you can’t follow/understand/hear what I’m saying please don’t hesitate to to interrupt me

6- I’m sure many of you  already know a lot/bit about/have already heard a lot about the topic I’m talking about today, but just in case I’ll start with a(n) summary/overviewof the situation.

7- During my presentation I’m going to discuss/deal with/cover four main issues

What tense and aspect is normally used when providing the overview of the presentation?

Complete these phrases with the most appropriate verb form:

I’ll begin (begin) by giving some background details. Secondly, I’ll identify (identify) the main issues involved. Thirdly I’ll show (show) you data from a case study. Then I’ll evaluate/be evaluating (evaluating) some recent approaches used to tackle the issue. Finally, I’ll suggest (suggest) some alternative ways of addressing the problems. 

REGISTER

Match the more formal words on the left with more informal words on the right

1. additional 
extra

a. make

2. approximately about

b. meet

3. assistance 
help

c. enough

4. encounter
meet

d. get

5. immediately
now

e. need

6. manufacture
make

f. extra

7. obtain
get

g. about

8. purchase
buy

h. help

9. require
need

i. now

10. sufficient
enough

j. buy 

Match the more formal linking words on the left with more informal words on the right

1. in addition

2. moreover

3. nevertheless

4. thus

5. hence



a. so

6. for this reason


b. and


7. consequently


c. also

8. subsequently


d. but

9. therefore

10. however

11. furthermore

12. nevertheless

ENDING - 1

Put these phrases in the correct order.

c. So, to summarise, we’ve looked at the four main areas where cross-cultural communication can be improved: language, time, space, and logical reasoning.

e. In the handouts, which I’ll be distributing in moment, you’ll find a more detailed analysis of what we’ve been talking about today.

d. In conclusion, I’d just like to leave you with one of my favourite quotations. “The peoples of the world are like islands shouting at each other over seas of misunderstanding.” Let’s start building those bridges.

b. Thank you for your time and interest.

a. If you have any more questions, I’d be happy to answer them.

ENDING 2

What’s wrong with these endings?

1. And that’s all.

2. That’s all.

3. That’s it. Thank you.

4. That’s it.

PRONUNCIATION Look these up in a dictionary – if you use an online dictionary the pronunciation is usually there. The Cambridge online dictionary has both GB and US pronunciations.

Here are some of the words you mispronounced during your presentations.

What is the correct pronunciation?

A) 

work
walk

urban

agency

area

resistance


parliament
government
support

suitable

word

world

huge
percentage
thousand
vehicles
threatened
malt

soup
soap

Munich

Scandinavia 
psychiatrist
debts

climate
role

Venezuela
archives
characterise 
environmental

social
enthusiastically
management
decision
asylum

specific


exhaustive
surface

biofuel

further

knowledge
scarcity 

B)

Turin
Milan

London

success

biodegradable
varieties

fragile
casualties
government
respect

categories
financed

events
allow

develops

C)

aim  
house

home

us

able

ethnic

aspect
heating

heat

GRAMMATICAL ACCURACY AND USE OF ENGLISH (incl. coll. and collig.)

1. …especially doing some publicity/advertising/advertisements The verb form – to advertise, is usually used in English, these three words are used very differently. Look up their usage in a dictionary 
2. … explaining them the natural phenomena/explaining the natural phenomenon to them/explaining to them the natural phenomenon 

3. working at/on/in a project

4. I wanted to draw your attention to/on/at

5. I took part to/in/at a youth exchange

6. three hundred million of euros/three hundred millions of euros/three hundred million euros  

7. to transform the imagine of the city the city’s image
8. impossible to treat deal with in a couple of minutes

9. one of the largest exporters and trade partners 

10. the most more you make the beer boil the most more bitter the beer tastes

11. there are some criticisms to make to be made would be better
12. it depends how many of them do you need indirect question, no inversion needed – how many of them you need
13. those who have the higher chance to survive highest chance of survival/surviving
14. were deleted very important evidences DOUBLE WHAMMY – very important evidence (uncountable) was deleted (passive – object as subject)
15. that’s taking place that has been taking place in Rome since 2002

16. a means (it looks plural but it is singular!!!) of communication

17. how we can how can we do it with water? (this time it is a direct question and inversion is needed)
18. To deal with this problem it was established a special unit passive – a special unit was established
19. Two interesting observations and I’ll conclude

20. It is an actual (if you mean real, say real) current/present day problem…

21. deals not only with exchanges but also with trainings abstract noun so not plural
22. before to do that  before doing that
23. a rich family of from Kabul

24. increased investment on in
25. the Coca Cola company no articles with company names
26. on what does it mean water privatisation on what water privatisation means indirect question – no inversion
REGISTER

1. therefore I have to say when this guy …

2. However, he added, basically, that…

3.  As you maybe know….

SOME USEFUL PHRASES FROM YOUR PRESENTATIONS

I want to draw your attention to.

Let’s now look at…

But now let’s focus on…

I chose this topic because

I just wanted to share with you…

It is also striking/worth noting that…

I’m going to talk first about….

Believe me or not…

I’m sure that you’ve all seen

The only drawback is…

The second and last observation…

And I will conclude the presentation with these two questions…

 So, what is Youth in Action?

Just a few words about

I’m going to start by saying

I would like to finish…

I will briefly explain the main causes

ALSO

Introduce yourself

Use of humour

Use of tag questions – rhetorical questions

Good eye contact

Engaging with audience

Paraphrasing not reading slide

Start with a quote

USEFUL SITES FOR PREPARING PRESENTATIONS + OTHER USEFUL SITES

http://www.wiziq.com/tutorial/22293-Signposting-in-Presentations SHORT PPP ON HOW TO USE SIGNPOSTING

http://www.englishclub.com/download/presentations.doc EASY INTRO TO MAKING PRESENTATIONS

http://www.splendid-speaking.com/ WEBSITE WITH LOSTS OF RESOURCES ABOUT ALL KINDS OF ORAL SKILLS, INCLUDING PRESENTATIONS – REQUIRES REGISTRATION

http://www.scribd.com/doc/2175781/English-for-Presentations WITH USEFUL VOCABULARY AND TIPS

http://englishforuniversity.com/?page_id=1885 INCLUDES SIMPLE SECTION ON PRESENTATIONS

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ MAINLY A WRITING SITE BUT USEFUL FOR EXERCISES ON LINKERS, AVOIDING PLAGIARISM (one of Richard’s favourite sites!!!)

There are thousands of sites out there to help students (L1 and L2) be more effective speakers and writers. Some are university websites, focusing on study skills, others are 

