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Text 1 – ONE 2009 Data Report

Part 1

You will read part of the Executive summary of the 2009 Data Report from the Advocacy Group ONE.

Complete the Introduction and first part of the text with an appropriate form of the word in the right hand column.

	FOREWORD:   0) ……Monitoring.. the G8 PROMISE to AFRICA

ONE’s DATA Report is an exercise in 1) ………………………...  . It charts a course from past promises to present delivery. Especially in these 2) ………………….. times, this course must be followed.

There are only 18 months to go before the 2010 deadline by which the G8 promised to deliver on their part of an historic 3) ……………….  with Africa, to help the region’s citizens achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The G8 promised to support African citizens as they work to beat poverty, fight 4) ………………………. and disease, and put their children in school. They promised to do this by improving the quality and doubling the quantity of development 5)…………………….., cancelling debt and boosting trade and investment to the region. This report monitors delivery of these promises by the G8 and other 4) …………….  . 

In 2000 the international community agreed to the Millennium Declaration. In 2005 the declaration was made more concrete, especially for Africa, through promises made in the Gleneagles G8 Communiqué. These promises need to be met by 2010 in order to help African nations on their way towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by 2015. The hopes and prosperity of the ‘bottom billion’ depend, in part, upon this pact’s 8)……………  . Today’s world offers many challenges – challenges the world faces together. To meet them, it is essential that North and South, East and West, and rich and poor 6) ………….……..  the bonds between them . Keeping the promises that have been made is both critical to building and sustaining this trust. 

The moral, 7) …………………  and security importance of working together towards achieving the MDGs raises important issues about how to deal with those nations – including this year’s G8 Summit host, Italy – which 10) ………………………… default on promises. This should not be tolerated: G8 leaders must challenge their poorly performing peers. Fortunately, there are still significant opportunities to get back on track with commitments in 2009, including the G8 Summit in July, annual budget procedures and other upcoming multilateral forums. The G8 can still make good progress against their 2010 promises if the political will is generated.
	MONITOR

1) ACCOUNT

2) TUMULT

3) PARTNER

4) HUNGRY

5) ASSIST

6) DONATE

7) FULFIL

8) STRONG

9) ECONOMY

10) DRASTIC


Text 1 - Part 2

1. Read the rest of the text (below) and then decide whether the author’s main purpose is to

a. present statistics in an objective way

b. present a problem and a solution

c. describe a cause and an effect

d. describe advantages and disadvantages

e. inform and raise awareness of an issue

f. criticise a particular situation or policy

g. provide an objective report on a news event
Indicate whether according to the text the following statements are either True (T) or False (F) or if the information is not provided in the text Not Given (NG) by circling the appropriate letter(s).

	2.
	There are fewer Africans in poverty now than when the pledges were made in Gleneagles..
	T        F        NG



	3. 
	The effects of climate change, along with the food and fuel crises, have hit Africa worse than most countries.
	T        F        NG



	4.
	ONE’S 2009 Data Report is mostly negative and highly critical of the G8’s performance in 2008.
	T        F        NG

	5. 
	According to ONE, it is highly likely that the G8 will achieve the goals set in Gleneagles by 2010.
	T        F        NG

	6.
	There was very little improvement in transparency and quality of ODA in 2008.
	T        F        NG

	7.
	According to the report, the area the G8 have been most lacking in since the Gleneagles meeting is  trade.
	T        F        NG

	8.
	Data show that aid to Sub-Saharan Africa is helping to reduce the number of people contracting AIDS
	T        F        NG

	9. 
	France originally made a big ODA commitment to Sub-Saharan Africa.
	T        F        NG

	10.
	Germany is the only country to have increased its funding year on year since 2005.
	T        F        NG


According to the report:

	11.
	These countries did not increase their aid to Sub-Saharan Africa in 2008
	CA     D      F     GB     I     JAP  USA  

	12.
	These countries delivered more aid than promised to Sub-Saharan Africa in 2008.
	CA     D      F     GB     I     JAP  USA  

	13.
	These countries will meet their Gleneagles commitments by 2010.
	CA     D      F     GB     I     JAP  USA  


Find a word or expression in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6 of PART 2 of the text which mean

14 bleak, gloomy, depressing …………………………….…………………………………………...   

15 cut, decrease, contract …………………………….……………………………………..…………

16 a payment sent to one’s family back in one’s country of origin ………………………………….. 

17 of concern …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

18 steady movement in o one direction ……………………………………………………………….

19 moved off course …………………………….……………………………………………….……
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Part 2 Introduction + Some Key Findings

Introduction

1. As the 2010 deadline approaches quickly, it is clear that the need for the G8 commitments to be achieved is even greater than when they were made in 2005. The food, fuel and financial crises have hit the world’s poorest countries hard, driving millions more Africans into poverty. These crises, coupled with the effects of climate change, threaten to turn back the clock on the advances Africa has made in recent years. 

2. The 2009 DATA Report is ONE’s fourth annual report analysing, collectively and individually, the G8’s progress towards their commitments to Africa, made at the 2005 Gleneagles Summit and since. The verdict on the G8 this year gives cause for both cheers and consternation. 

3. Collectively, the G8 are at risk of defaulting on their commitments to Africa. By the end of 2008 the group collectively had only delivered one-third of the Official Development Assistance (ODA) increases promised by 2010. The Third High Level Forum on Aid Effectiveness, held in Accra, has reinvigorated efforts to improve the transparency and overall quality of ODA, but substantial progress is still needed if the Paris Declaration priniciples on ODA effectiveness are to be fully followed. The G8 are behind in delivering on some other promises, most notably on trade reform. They are meeting commitments to cancel bilateral debts and compensate multilateral actors for debt cancellation but, especially given the financial crisis, there is renewed risk of debt reaccumulation. 

4. While the collective G8 assessment is grim, progress by some countries brings good news. On the ODA commitment, certain members of the G8 are meeting and even beating the targets they set for themselves. Others, most notably Italy and France, have made exceptionally poor progress and are damaging the G8’s collective credibility. More importantly, they are failing to deliver promised financial support at a time when sub-Saharan Africa is already seeing other sources of income dry up. As a result of the financial crisis, remittances, foreign direct investment and exports are all declining. Recent IMF projections suggest that the global financial crisis could shrink Africa’s economic growth in 2009 from a predicted 6.7% to 1.7% – a negative per capita growth rate. If the G8 default on their ODA, trade and investment commitments to Africa, they will be contributing to a likely budgetary and humanitarian crisis across the continent. 

5. The failure of some of the G8 to fully deliver their commitments is particularly troubling given the growing evidence that recent development assistance increases have achieved real measurable results. African citizens have used the ODA flows that have been delivered to provide AIDS treatment to nearly 3 million people, to dramatically reduce deaths from malaria and to help put 34 million more children in school. Sub-Saharan Africa’s economies on average expanded by 5.4% in 2008; for the first time in more than 45 years, the continent’s growth has exceeded 5% for five consecutive years. 

6. Given how far some G8 countries have drifted from their promises, it will be challenging for the G8 as a group to get back on track to keep their commitments. However, it is also difficult to imagine a time when it is more important for them to do so.

Key Findings

MEETING OR BEATING MODEST TARGETS 

7. In 2008, Canada and Japan surpassed their relatively modest commitments. ONE predicts that the United States is likely to meet its commitment in 2009, a year before its promised deadline. Though all three donors made relatively less ambitious commitments, they are driving (along with Germany) the collective G7 increases this year and should be applauded for delivering on their commitments. All three donors can now build on this progress by setting more ambitious goals going forward through to 2015. 

DISAPPOINTING DELIVERY AGAINST COMMITMENTS 

8. Between 2007 and 2008, France increased its global ODA, but its ODA to sub-Saharan Africa declined; it has increased only slightly since 2004. This slow progress thus far necessitates steep increases in 2009 to get on track. President Sarkozy had already reduced France’s original commitment by extending the timeline set to reach 0.7% GNI/ODA from 2012 to 2015, and has now further reduced the ODA budget for sub-Saharan Africa for 2009. In 2008, Germany became a bigger donor to sub-Saharan Africa than France. France’s lack of delivery on its commitment is dragging down the G7’s collective performance. 

STRIVING TO MEET BIG COMMITMENTS

9. Though this year’s report labels Germany and the UK as currently off track to meet their ODA commitments to sub-Saharan Africa, both are in fact making serious progress against commitments that were more ambitious than those of the US, Canada or Japan. Germany has delivered significant increases in ODA to the region for the past three years. Those increases are not enough to keep it on track to meet its commitment, but the effort should be applauded as Germany’s commitment was ambitious and all indications are that it will continue on this trajectory despite the financial crisis. 

10. The recent UK budget committed to an historic increase in global ODA, putting the UK on target to be the first G8 country to meet the UN goal of spending 0.7% of national income in ODA.1 Despite slow increases in ODA to sub-Saharan Africa in 2008, the pipeline for funding to the region is strong and ONE projects that the UK will fulfill its Gleneagles promise to Africa. 

UTTER FAILURE AGAINST COMMITMENTS 

11. In 2005 Italy made an ambitious promise to sub-Saharan Africa, but since then it has cut development assistance to the region. Italy is currently planning to further cut its development assistance budget for 2009. This decision must be reversed urgently and further promised increases must be added to the budget if Italy is to save face on the global stage. As this year’s host, Italy has said it will put Africa at the forefront of the agenda at the G8 Summit. Based on its performance against the Gleneagles commitments, it has no credibility to host discussions of such global importance. Italy must urgently reverse its course if it is not to be embarrassed at the forthcoming G8 Summit.
ONE is a campaign and advocacy organisation with more than 2 million members committed to the fight against extreme poverty and preventable disease, particularly in Africa. Cofounded by Bono and other campaigners, ONE is nonpartisan and works closely with African policy makers and activists. 
Text 2 – China and India are leading the way. Yes, I'm optimistic

Some phrases and whole sentences have been removed from the text. Decide which phrase belongs in which gap. Please note that there is one extra phrase/sentence not needed. Please write the correct letter a – m in boxes 1 – 11 in the answer table which follows the text.  

This week's summit on climate change at the United Nations in New York has given a strong boost to the negotiations over a major international treaty, but there remain a number of major obstacles 1) …………...

China, India and Japan, along with the private sector, all made positive and significant contributions at the summit.Hu Jintao, the Chinese president, made specific commitments on curbing the growth in greenhouse gas emissions as China continues its extraordinary economic growth. 2) …………... there is no doubt that the cut will be significant. And the environment ministers of both China and India made important and constructive proposals for how their countries will reverse deforestation.

This was the kind of leadership I had hoped to see at the summit – organised by Ban Ki-moon, the UN secretary general – with developing and emerging countries showing that they can tackle climate change while continuing their efforts to reduce poverty. But we still have a long way to go 3) …………...  

In the next couple of years, annual emissions of greenhouse gases are likely to reach a level of 50 gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent. 4) …………...  annual emissions have to be cut to no more than 20 gigatonnes by 2050. That means that the 9 billion people who will be living on the planet in 2050 must be producing, on average, no more than about two tonnes of greenhouse gases per year each.

At the moment, the rich industrialised countries of the European Union average about 10-12 tonnes per head of population, while the figure for the United States is almost 24 tonnes. 5)…………... Thus rich industrialised countries in particular must substantially reduce their emissions.

The developed countries must now demonstrate that they have the political will to reach a strong agreement in Copenhagen. In New York, Japan's new prime minister, Yukio Hatoyama, outlined how his country will reduce its emissions by 25% by 2020, compared with 1990. 6) …………...

President Obama has already committed to a cut of 80% in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, compared with 1990. But the American Clean Energy and Security Act passed by the House of Representatives sets an interim target for 2020 7) …………... And it is not clear when, or even if, the Senate will pass a comparable act to reduce emissions.

It is these interim targets that should now be addressed by all countries during the coming weeks. If we are to reach the goal of reducing emissions to 20 gigatonnes by 2050, we must be at about 35 gigatonnes by the halfway point of 2030.

That means global emissions have to peak within the next five years and be steadily falling by 2020. And while the commitments by the largest emitters already on the table for 2020 offer significant cuts relative to today's emissions, they collectively fall 4 or 5 gigatonnes short of what is necessary if we are to be on a realistic trajectory to reach the 2030 and 2050 targets.

8) …………... – but they must be supported, financially and through technology sharing with the rich industrialised countries. Without commitments to such support, the negotiations ahead will prove very difficult.

9) …………... it is the private sector that will be the main engine in the transition to a low-carbon global economy. In that respect it was very encouraging that 181 investors, collectively responsible for the management of more than $13 trillion in assets globally, launched a statement in New York last week to support a global agreement on climate change. The Leadership Forum for buisness leaders, 10) …………... also highlighted a tremendous variety of innovative ideas from within the private sector for the low-carbon transition.

So there are some reasons to be more optimistic about the prospects for securing a strong agreement in Copenhagen, following the New York summit. But the obstacles that remain are very big and will require an even stronger effort to overcome, starting at the G20 summit in Pittsburgh and continuing during the coming round of treaty negotiations in Bangkok next week.

There must be real vision, leadership and creativity, 11) ………….... But if we can muster the effort, we can, as a world, forge a path towards a more prosperous and sustainable future – for us, our children, and generations to follow.

Nicholas Stern is a British economist and academic. He is IG Patel professor of Economics and Government and chair of the Grantham Institute for Climate Change and the Environment at the London School of Economics

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cif-green/2009/sep/23/climate-change-copenhagen-china-india
	a.
	If we are to have a reasonable chance of avoiding a rise in global average temperature by more than 2C,

	b.
	which ran alongside the summit,

	c.
	Developing countries should also sharply reduce their emissions

	d.
	that must be overcome before the crucial meeting in Compenhagen in December.

	e.
	that is not considered ambitious enough by many other countries.

	f.
	before we can be sure that a strong agreement is in place for Copenhagen.

	g.
	but all nations now need to redouble their efforts.

	h.
	Although the political leaders must devise and implement the right policies to guide national and global emissions trajectories,

	i.
	This was a positive example that few others matched.

	k.
	While the president promised a reduction by a "notable margin" rather than a specific figure,

	l.
	as well as a mutual understanding of the difficulties of making and implementing domestic policies.

	m. 
	China, by contrast, emits about 6 tonnes per head at present.


Answer Table

	
	1
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	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
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