Task 10

Below are two essay questions related to topics which I hope arouse some kind of personal interest. Choose ONE of the topics about which to write your second academic essay. 

Writing 

The essay should be a minimum of 900 words (three sides double line spacing. Please pay attention to organization at essay level, paragraph level and sentence level.  

Topic 1 The future of universities
In these times of economic hardship, certain challenges have to be faced, amongst which the future of universities. The experiment of ‘the education of the masses’ has failed dismally. Universities should be solely concerned with educating the future researchers and academics of the world, and focus on the advancement of science and learning. As such access should be based on merit and restricted to the intellectual elite. Commerce and industry, on the other hand, should fund the training of the masses, in a way suited to the modern changing world.

Discuss

Food for thought – Below are some articles to help you with ideas – but if you already have your own, then you can answer the question without reading/listening.: Obviously I have not included articles referring to the Italian situation as you know that perfectly well. There are countless articles on university education and the future of education in general  – here are but a few, Not all are directly relevant but are there to make you think about the issues and implications.

http://www.historyandpolicy.org/papers/policy-paper-98.html#S2 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/jul/13/cut-student-places-university-funding
http://www.economist.com/node/600153
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2011/jan/02/universities-corporate-workplace-skills-accreditation 

http://www.theundergroundinvestor.com/2010/10/addendum-inside-the-illusory-empire-of-the-banking-commodoties-con-game/
http://www.theundergroundinvestor.com/2010/10/the-astounding-failure-of-the-us-educational-system-part-2/
http://www.theundergroundinvestor.com/2010/10/the-astounding-failure-of-the-us-educational-system-part-3-and-why-entrepreneurship-can-save-america/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/haveyoursay/2010/10/should_graduates_pay_more_for.html?postid=101772658  and http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2010/dec/30/tuition-fees-protest-simon-hughes 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2010/dec/17/death-universities-malaise-tuition-fees?INTCMP=SRCH 

VIDEO CLIPS -.

http://www.ted.com/talks/ken_robinson_says_schools_kill_creativity.html 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zDZFcDGpL4U 

Deadline 3 February.

Topic 2 Social Networks

Social networks – the new opium of the young or a revolution in social relationships and communication? 

Food for thought:  Again there is a myriad materials regarding this topic. You are free to consult whatever materials you have come across or access any of these which cover many of the issues concerned with this question.  Here are but a few. Not all are directly relevant but are there to make you think about the issues and implications.:

http://www.economist.com/node/17848401?story_id=17848401
http://www.economist.com/node/17461435?story_id=17461435
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2010/may/18/facebook-privacy?INTCMP=SRCH
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2010/jul/15/raoul-moat-facebook-page-deleted 

http://www.usatoday.com/tech/news/2010-07-22-techbiz22_ST_N.htm 

http://www.newsweek.com/2009/08/20/lonely-planet.html 

http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-banks-20101005,0,5693304.column 

http://freakonomics.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/02/15/is-myspace-good-for-society-a-freakonomics-quorum/ 

VIDEO CLIPS http://www.ted.com/talks/lang/eng/clay_shirky_how_cellphones_twitter_facebook_can_make_history.html 

http://www.ted.com/talks/stefana_broadbent_how_the_internet_enables_intimacy.html
Deadline 3 February. 
