Task 20 – Final Essay and Final presentation

Final Essay :

Below are the titles/questions for your final essay.

You should chose a question which is different from the topic of your presentation.

You should send this to me by email by 15 June – or bring a hard copy to the written exam with you. Of course you may send the essay at any time before then – the sooner, the better! To be able to discuss the topic in any reasonable way you need a minimum of 700 words.

Questions:

  Is  the Untouchable’s conversion to Buddhism, Christianity or Islam a solution to their problems?

· Do you think that the economic boom of India will narrow or widen the gap between the upper-classes and the Untouchables? 

· -Is a society of degrowth a relevant alternative to western societies' capitalism?

1. DOES MICROCREDIT (MICROFINANCE) HELP TO ERADICATE POVERTY? OR ARE THERE MORE EFFECTIVE MEANS?
OR

2.  DOES THE PRIVATE SECTOR REDUCE MORE EFFECTIVELY POVERTY THAN THE STATE/ INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONS DO?

· Do you think that Confucian education leads to better economic performance? 
· OR
· Does competition lead to excellence or it is a sign of aggression, and a threat to equality and privilege? 

Could a more compassionate legal framework on drugs solve the problem of overcrowding in Italian prisons?
 OR 
Should be drug use in our society managed by evidence and health care-based policies or by ideological and cultural patterns?
 OR 
Should goverments sustain harm reduction policies or the decriminalization of drug users? How could they deal with these two different approaches?

1. Is Normative Power shaped by European Identity (or is the contrary true)?   OR 
2. Normative Power and Military Power: a contradiction in terms?

Is “Brand Aid” a reasonable solution to turn poverty into prosperity? OR 

When entering a H&M shop, do we really care about ethical matters? OR 

Does the existence of a so-called “conscious collection” imply that H&M standards are usually “unconscious”?

- Do you think that projects like Libera Terra can have a future at an international level and spread also outside Italy? OR
- Since governments have been weakened by the recent financial crisis, do you think that criminal organizations can take advantage from this situation and spread more easily?


1. What is the role of tv channels, e.g. MTV, in adolescents' lives? Do they influence the young audience in a positive (social advertisement/ educative tv shows) or a negative ( marketing advertisement/ programs with sexual content) way? OR
2. Do tv channels have the right/duty to anticipate or even replace school and family in sexual health education?
These are the questions I have received as of 25.05.11 at 10.42

I leave for Scotland in less than an hour so will not be able to add any other questions to this list.

You will have to use the mailing list to forward any further questions to each other.
 

Remember that you should consider this like any other academic essay (apart from the shorter length) and so I want to see appropriate referencing and NO PLAGIARISM.

I know Richard has provided you with ample examples of essays, but here are links to two websites where you can see three more essays with comments on their organisation, structure and content.

http://www.wheelock.edu/mtelc/MTELc_writing_compessayguide.htm
http://www.epistemelinks.com/Edge/Essays/lo_issue.asp 

Final Presentation:

For the exam you will have to prepare a short (5-7 mins) presentation on a topic of your choice, which should in some way be related to the degree course. 

As agreed in class, we will fix a date for the final presentations on the day of the written exam. Anyone who has done IELTS, TOEFL or Cambridge CAE/CPE and has achieved a score exempting them from the written exam (see the course info in Esse3 for scores), should write to me on 15 June in the afternoon to find out when the presentations will be. 

Those of you who are happy with the final mark of their last essay NEED NOT do the final essay if they do not want to. However, anyone not getting at least a 7 in each band should do the essay. 
