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The United States administration has rebranded the country's foreign policy around the grand concept of "smart power", an expression which envelops great confidence if not self-satisfaction, and which, to a certain extent, presupposes a strategic dominance. 

But if it wants to maintain a real capacity to influence world affairs, the West should not assume a position of intellectual superiority [Q1 TRUE]. Instead, it should try to comprehend what makes the success of the new global forces. While the US public diplomacy apparatus works to persuade the world of its benevolent "smart power", China is quietly reshaping the global village with the effectiveness of its "subtle power". 

In the first half of the 21st century, the major redistribution of power and the great game of influence are obviously taking place between Washington and Beijing. 

At the end of each decade which followed Deng Xiaoping's opening-up, all China watchers had to formulate the same observation: the gain of Beijing's relative power in the international system anticipated at the beginning of the period had always been underestimated. 

Fundamentally, the analysts have been unable to assess and anticipate accurately China's momentum because they were preoccupied by what they viewed as China's structural inadequacies and did not comprehend Beijing's "subtle power" or its extraordinary adaptability.[Q 2 FALSE] After all, Chinese leaders are not only in charge of the People's Republic of China, but responsible for the renaissance of a civilization state as well. 

While China's re-emergence corrects a development imbalance triggered by Europe's industrial revolution in the 18th century - Kenneth Pomeranz's "great divergence" - the re-entry of one-fifth of mankind on the center stage [Q3 TRUE]  of history also marks the beginning of a period where different types of modernity have to coexist. Beyond more tangible economic or political multipolarity, one should pay great attention to a global contention of ideas without complacency or condescension, and realize that China's role in the global intellectual debate will be proportionate to the depth of its ancient civilization [Q4 TRUE]. 

The unique combination of size, speed and scope, which characterizes China's transformation, has no equivalent in world history. At the end of last month, Justin Yifu Lin, World Bank vice-president, declared at the China Economic Development Forum in Hong Kong that China's economy will be the world's biggest by 2030; in 1978, China's economic output was less than 2 percent of the world total. 

When Goldman Sachs made its first forecasts for the BRIC (Brazil, Russia, India and China) economies in 2003, experts said China would overtake the US by 2041. But now they mention 2027 as being the year of the highly symbolic shift. Standard Chartered has announced that the change would take place by 2020. [Q5 NOT GIVEN]
Some figures are more explicit than lengthy prose: In the 1980s, China's contribution to total world GDP growth was 3.6 percent; in the 1990s, 9.6 percent; and in the first decade of this century, 25.5[Q6 FALSE] percent. With such momentum, the results of a 2010 Pew Research Center survey are not surprising: 74 percent Chinese are optimistic about the future against 52 percent Americans and 40 percent Europeans. 

Despite the acceleration of a process which puts China in a position of growing strength, many still point to what they perceive as Beijing's weak soft power. This is, for example, the view of the venerable American political scientist Joseph Nye. 

But such an emphasis may be explained in relation to a perceptive remark of Italo Calvino in Invisible Cities: "It is not the voice that commands the story: it is the ear." Or, more precisely, the China story is often rewritten in fiction which can be reassuring for Western ears but which does not always reflect reality.[Q7 TRUE] One should not approach China as an intrinsically imperfect entity whose reach will be limited by some essential inadequacies. Rather one should look at it as a developing force on the way to fully realize truly unique potential. 

While the West would like to believe that China's progress is synonymous with Westernization, the Chinese renaissance is in fact the renewal and reaffirmation of Chinese identity. In other words, the West would like to re-create China in its image - and, by doing so, help to solve China’s so-called image problem. But China's representation of itself cannot correspond to such a fantasy. [Q8 FALSE] THIS IS A TRICKY ONE. GOSSET IS NOT SAYING THAT THE IMAGE PROBLEM IS A FANTASY (I.E. IT DOESN’T EXIST), BUT THAT THE PROBLEM, AS SUCH, IS ONLY PERCEIVED BY THE WEST. MOREOVER, IT CANNOT BE RESOLVED IN WESTERN TERMS AND IN NO WAY BY A WESTERN-STYLE ‘MAKEOVER’. 

Interestingly, the Western discourse on China's so-called lack of soft power could be another case of Western-centrism. Indeed, it can be argued that China is not trying to conform to Western models, to adopt foreign standards or to operate according to exogenous references but developing a sui generis modus operandi in a permanent effort to maximize effectiveness. [Q9 NOT GIVEN – HE SIMPLY STATES WHAT HE SEES AS THE SITUATION, WITHOUT PASSING JUDGEMENT]
If the notion of "smart power", an approach strongly advocated by US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, is generally defined as the combination of hard and soft powers, "subtle power", China's way of extending influence, can be described as the art of using three minimalist axioms - non-confrontation, non-interference and readiness for paradigm change - compatible with classical Chinese strategic thinking. 

As to what the West perceives as a Chinese soft power deficit, China can be puzzled - sometimes amused - by what it frames as the US' lack of "subtle power".[Q7 TRUE – OR IN OTHER WORDS JUST AS THE US CANNOT UNDERSTAND OR REFUSES TO ACKNOWLEDGE CHINA’S SUBTLE POWER AND SEES IT AS A RELUCTANCE TO EMBRACE SOFT POWER, CHINA DOES NOT UNDERSTAND THE US’S USE OF SOFT POWER AND LACK OF USE OF SUBTLE POWER]. 

China can, of course, work to increase its "smart power" as much as the US or others can be inspired by the idea of "subtle power", but the US will remain more at ease with the grand principles of "smart power" and China more in its element with the restrained but penetrating force of "subtle power". [Q9 NOT GIVEN – HE SIMPLY STATES WHAT HE SEES AS THE SITUATION, WITHOUT PASSING JUDGEMENT]
Laozi, 2,500 years ago, prepared the Chinese mind to a world of paradoxes: "The sage relying on actionless activity (wu wei) carries on wordless teaching". He also famously described the most subtle skills necessary to maintain internal political equilibrium, an ideal preparation for the infinite nuances of effective diplomacy: "Ruling an immense country is like cooking a small fish." 

Also, he noticed that "the highest good is like that of water", and explained that "nothing under heaven is softer or more yielding than water" even if "one cannot alter it". In the 21st century, China's "subtle power", softer than Joseph Nye's soft power, will quietly extend its influence and it is in the highest interest of the West not to underestimate the force of the Chinese momentum. In a sense, as it might be smart for China to increase its soft power by articulating a universal narrative, the wise thing for the West to do would be to learn from China's "subtle power" by showing less but achieving more. [Q11 NOT GIVEN- HE DOES NOT SAY WHETHER HE THINKS THIS WILL HAPPEN OR NOT – JUST ADVOCATES IT]
The author is director of the Euro-China Center for International and Business Relations at China Europe International Business School, Shanghai & Beijing, and founder of the Euro-China Forum. 
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READING TEXT 1 QUESTIONS

Indicate whether according to the text the following statements are either True (T) or False (F) or if the information is not provided in the text Not Given (NG) by circling the appropriate letter(s).

	1. 
	According to Gosset the current US administration’s foreign policy of embracing smart power is based on a misguided premise.
	T       



	2.
	The West’s inability to predict China’s progress for decades is due to the fact that incorrect criteria were used in the assessments.
	F

	3. 
	Gosset believes China’s absence from the centre of the world stage for over two centuries was largely due to factors beyond its control.
	T   



	4.
	Gosset believes that while the West acknowledges China’s future role in economic and political spheres it underestimates China’s potential strength in intellectual spheres.
	T   

	5. 
	Since assessments began, financial institutions’ forecasts have systematically underestimated the rate of China’s growth in economic output.
	NG

	6.
	China’s contribution to the world’s GDP is over one quarter the total.
	F

	7.
	Gosset accuses the West of misinterpreting China’s recent history.
	T

	8.
	According to Gosset, China’s image problem is a fantasy.
	F

	9. 
	For Gosset, China is justified in not adopting the Western “smart power” approach.
	NG

	10.
	The West’s inability to acknowledge China’s subtle power approach to international relations is mirrored in China’s inability to fully comprehend the US soft power approach.
	T

	11.
	Gosset doubts the willingness of the West to take inspiration from China’s subtle power approach.
	NG


12. Which (one) of the following statements best summarises the article?

a) The West must begin to learn how to use (NO HE SAYS UNDERSTAND – NOT USE) subtle power if it is to stop China’s inexorable rise to world dominance.

b) The West and China have a different but complementary ways influencing world affairs. (HARDLY!! OR THERE WOULD BE NO PROBLEM – WHETHER THIS PROBLEM IS PERCEIVED OR REAL)

c) The West is wrong in trying to import soft power to China. WHILE HE ADVOCATES THE WEST TRY TO UNDERSTAND SUBTLE POWER AND THINKS THE CHINESE COULD BENEFIT FROM SOFT POWER HE NEVER SAYS THE WEST IS WRONG IN ITS ATTEMPT TO BRING CHINA ONBOARD THE ‘NEW WESTERN’ APPROACH TO POWER.

d) China’s approach of subtle power is more effective than the US’s version of soft power. HE DOES NOT SAY THIS – JUST THAT THE WEST HAS TO REALISE CHINA DOES THINGS DIFFERENTLY (NAMELY USES SUBTLE POWER)

e) The West needs to understand, acknowledge and even embrace the Chinese approach to power politics. CORRECT ANSWER

f) The fight between subtle and soft power is being won by subtle power. HE DOES NOT SAY THIS AT ALL.

