Task 10

Below are ten essay questions, five chosen from those suggested by the Wendesday group and five from the Thursday group. You may choose any ONE question for your first essay. 

Writing 

The essay should be a minimum of 900 words (three sides double line spacing. Please pay attention to organization at essay level, paragraph level and sentence level).  

In the past I have offered only two essay titles and a series of links to input for preparation. This year, to ensure that you are writing about something you are genuinely interested, the the topics are of your choice. This means there are no links to materials which will give you an overview of the issues. I do not expect you to spend a lot of time researching these topics. As YOU have suggested them, I imagine you already have an opinion on the topic and have something to say. WE are primarily interested in your ability to present an argument, taking into account also the counter arguments, in acoherent and cohesive way – which means structuring your essay in an appropriate way with cohesion both within a paragraph and between paragraphs. Nonetheless, Task Achievement IS a main criterion – so please ensure that you answer the question and do not go off topic! Moreover, structure and use of language cannot be divorced from content, so the content HAS to be  pertinent and appropriately referenced. Indeed, please provide full references for any materials you may have used in the preparation of your essays, even if you have not included diret quotes form them in the essay.
I have chosen the topics on the basis that you can more or less write the essay from your own personal viewpoint, without too much research, rather than the point of view of the degree course or my own personal interest. There will be time later on in the year when you do your next essays for more ‘demanding’ topics. For this reason, although the second group expressed a desire to write about Germany’s role in the Euro crisis, I decided to leave this topic out. The issue is far too complex to deal with in a 900 word essay. Unless considered requiring too much research, I tried to include topics which appeared on both lists as this indicates several of you are interested in them.
One last word of woarning – plagiarism is looked upon very seriously by the School. I look upon it even more seriously. We cannot help you improve your English language writing skills if you present swathes of materials which are not yours. I speak (write) from experience: in the not to distant past there have been several cases of parts of papers and even whole papers being plagiarised. ALWLAYS REMEMBER TO REFERENCE ANY PHRASES AND EVEN IDEAS WHICH ARE NOT YOURS.
Before you submit your essays, please take into account the comments and corrections I have made to the writing tasks you have done over the semester both for me and Dott. Straub. In theory, the same mistakes should not appear in the essay (. Those of you who did not come to see me before the holidays can pick up your reports on the Nye lecture and your abstracts from the SIS office. 

Please send your essays be email to me by 25 January and leave a hard copy for Dott. Straub in the pigeon hole at CIAL (just outside the CIAL office) by the same date.

PLEASE PUT YOUR NAME BOTH IN THE FILE AND IN THE FILE NAME.
Wednesday Group Questions 

Should prostitution be legalized?

The quota system is the only effective tool to ensure women occupy ministerial posts.

The death penalty is justifiable in cases of violent crime.

Contestants in reality shows provide a good model for young viewers.

Fur products should be banned.

Thursday Group Questions 

Facebook brings people together. Criticisms of Facebook are not justifiable.  
Same sex marriage should be allowed.

Governments should control population growth through birth control policies.

Because of the well-known negative consequences of smoking, governments should ban cigarettes.
To what extent do you think governments control public opinion through the media? Is this practice justifiable?
Deadline 25 January

