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Task 4 - listening 

In class on Monday 8th October you were given a number. Remember this number, you need it to do the task. If you are absent, then simply choose a topic/region. 

You should listen to the THREE chapters from the Radio4 programme From Our Own Correspondent (NOT WHOLE PROGRAMMES) listed below which correspond to the number you received in class on Monday 8th October. Each chapter lasts about 5 minutes. So you should be listening for a total of 15 minutes. The listenings are organised geographically or in the case of the last group - miscellaneous.

Listen to the chapters once only, taking notes. Then decide what the key points are and make an organised list from your notes. What is the overall message of each piece? Decide what stance the correspondent takes, if any. Bring your notes with you to the lesson on Wednesday 17th October  16.00 (remember there is no lesson on Monday 15th October). Students unable to attend the lesson next week should send their list of key points and comments on the correspondents’ stance to me by Tuesday 16th October. 
The From Our Own Corresondent website has recentlychanged its format. In the past they listed each section of the programme separately. Obviously in a cost cutting climate, they no longer make things easy for English language teachers! So I have put down the time the section you need to listen to starts – in minutes and seconds. 

Group 1 Listenings - The Middle East

Saturday 06 October: 01’43” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n5z31
Quentin Sommerville in Kabul says an early and substantial drawdown of British troops in Afghanistan is being privately considered
Saturday 29 September 01’27” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n0sc9
Lyse Doucet's in a Syrian suburb hearing stories about a civil war which is reaching more parts of the country every week.

Thursday 27 September: 17’18” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwxkl
Sarah Birke, reporting from the border between Syria and Turkey, meets a rebel commander who says he'd rather write poetry than go to war.

Group 2 Listenings - Africa

Thursday 11 October: 6’ 30”   http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n6sj6
A revolutionary plan for the future of Africa. Gabriel Gatehouse in Kenya meets a man with a scheme aimed at moving economies towards financial independence and away from reliance on aid

Thursday 11 October: 11’ 53”   http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n6sj6
Chloe Arnold bids farewell to Algeria and looks back at her time in a country full of contradictions, mired in a violent history but a place desperate to leave the past behind.
Saturday 22 September: 12’49” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mtr38Gabriel Gatehouse is in Kenya where questions are being asked about an outbreak of factional violence. Is it simply a matter of local feuding or should national politicians shoulder some of the blame?
Group 3 Listenings – China
Thursday 11 October: 17’ 39”   http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n6sj6
Angus Foster takes the slow train to Wuhan -- plenty of time for him to reflect on how much China's economic transformation has benefited the railways
Thurdsay 4 October: 22’04”  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n1rbv
And biggest, tallest, longest, most expensive? Modern China certainly deals in superlatives but Martin Patience wonders if size really does matter or if it's all a question of insecurity.

Saturday 22 September: 01’40” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mtr38
Damian Grammaticas in China on how accounts of forced abortions from around the country have fuelled a debate on a once-taboo subject: the state's One Child only policy.
Group 4 Listenings – Europe
Saturday 06 October: 18’20” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n5z31

Pascale Harter in Barcelona on the Chinese finding business opportunities amidst the recession in Spain
Saturday 29 September 01’27” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n0sc9

Lucy Ash is at a monastery contemplating the growing influence on the Russian state of the Orthodox Church.
Saturday 22 September: 01’40” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mtr38
Paul Mason tells how Spain's third city Valencia is being buried under a mountain of debt. Now the chemists are running out of prescription drugs.
Group 5 Listenings – The Americas
Saturday 29 September: 06’57” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n0sc9

Justin Webb wonders whether ludicrous amounts of time and money are being spent trying to woo undecided voters in the US presidential election.

Thursday 27 September: 17’18” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwxkl
Daniel Nasaw's been learning how the battles of the American Civil War have helped to shape the debate in the current US presidential campaign.
Thursday 20 September : 23’ 12” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mqq9d
Will Grant experiences an egg shortage in Mexico -- a country more reliant on eggs than any other.

Group 6 Listenings – Miscellaneous

Thursday 11 October: 01’ 00”   http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n6sj6
Girls snatched for prostitution. Boys sold to farms and factories as slave labour. Anu Anand in Delhi on India's abducted children
Thursday 4 October: 11’06”  http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n1rbv
The stalemate in London surrounding Wikileaks founder Julian Assange continues. Jo Fidgen says that in Sweden, where he's wanted after allegations of sexual assault, most people believe he should come back for questioning.

Thursday 20 September : 11’ 46” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mqq9d
Jonathan Fryer hears that while Istanbul may be one of the world's most cosmopolitan cities, Turkey does not officially approve of multiculturalism.

NOT USED

Thursday 11 October: 00’59” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01n6sj6
Girls snatched for prostitution. Boys sold to farms and factories as slave labour. Anu Anand in Delhi on India's abducted children

Thursday 27 September: 12’06” http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b01mwxkl
Will Ross has been finding out that many of the rules surrounding adoption are ignored in Nigeria. He's been investigating reports that young girls have been forced to hand over their babies for adoption.

