Task 8

Balloon Debate – Persuasive speaking

Monday 17 December 2017
This has now become a SIS tradition. I started doing this a few years ago and have found it an enjoyable and productive way of ending the semester. Not least it gives me an opportunity to hear you all speak, if for only 2 minutes, in a semi-informal way. Secondly, for once you are allowed to use your imaginations and are completely free to  be as lighthearted or as serious as you wish. Here are the instructions. Please note that this task forms part of the continuous assessment. I will also be recording you (audio only) and you can have the audio file to listen to yourself if you so wish.
During the last lesson of the semester I would like to hear you all speak.

To do this I thought we would hold a class Balloon Debate.

The School of International Studies is sending a hot-air balloon full of people to attend an International Symposium on the Future of the World to Geneva. Unfortunately as the balloon approaches Mont Blanc the Balloon begins to lose height. In order not to lose the whole cargo of personages one person on board has to be thrown out. Each student will take on the  role of their chosen “important” person. They will speak for 2-3 minutes ( I will use a timer, so you cannot speak more than the allotted time, depending on how many students are present) explaining why they should not be thrown out of the balloon. The passengers in the balloon will take note of each of the other speakers, perhaps giving them a mark. At the end of the debate we will vote on which person presented the least convincing argument for not being thrown out, and will summarily be ejected! In the case of a draw, the class teacher will cast the deciding vote.

Usually, in a Balloon debate all people are ejected until one person is left – we will obviously not have time for this. Nonetheless, please come prepared with a PERSUASUVE SPEECH to convince your fellow flyers you should NOT be thrown out.

Just to let you know you are in good company the American Bar Association had a Balloon Debate in October of last year – they were discussing the best method of Dispute Resolution during their Annual conference! And many Universities in the UK organize Balloon Debates on various topics. The LSE organised one in 2005 with Professors speaking on behalf of the 20th Century ‘Greats’ http://www2.lse.ac.uk/humanRights/events/International_HR_day_2005.aspx
