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	Since its inception, the European Union has travelled a long 1) … when it comes to economic cooperation and institutionalization. The European Union is mainly categorized as a soft power in the international community. In the shadows of the economic project after the Second World War Europe was already trying to establish a European Defence Community. This project, however, was 2) … to a standstill by French politics in 1954. As a result of the Cold War Europe was split into two military blocs, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Warsaw pact. Since the removal of the iron curtain and the implosion of the Soviet Union the process of unification has returned to the European continent. The question now is 3) … the European Union can now consider itself 4) … a smart power.

Summary
5) … the years the European Union has developed a military capability as well as an economic one. 6) … the Economic side has always been more prominent, the military wing of the European Union has been on the rise again since the end of the Cold War. Thanks to several agreements and treaties, the European Union now has both the capacity to 7) … necessary tasks, and a permanently available Quick Response Force. The EU has also made sure it is able to guarantee 8) … capability in both military personnel and in civil personnel required to respond to crisis situations. Continuous cooperation within the EU 9) … it to implement a security and defence policy which not only makes use of soft power, but also of hard power, resulting in a European ‘smart power’ capability.
An important step was 10) … after the Cold War through the treaty of Maastricht. The European Union was said to lean on three pillars, one of which was the Common Foreign and Security Policy. As a part of this the EU now had a European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP), after the Lisbon treaty known as Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP). At this point the EU was already actively involved in security matters and  was debating a potential common defence policy. It took until the Balkan crisis, however, for Europe to really start thinking about the civil and military capabilities required to 7) … the Petersberg tasks. These tasks include humanitarian and rescue operations as well as peacekeeping deployments and missions as part of crisis control. The year 2003 11) … not only the first official military European Union operation in the Balkans, but also the inception of a European Security Strategy and the Berlin-Plus agreement.

The European Security Strategy; “A secure Europe in a Better World’ is, as is to be expected, based on a very 12) … consensus within the European Union. The document itself presents a holistic approach to security problems. One example of this approach is the concept of ‘Global Public Goods’ which is supposed to promote conflict prevention. Threats 13) … terrorism, the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, regional conflict, failed states or organized crime are defined in the strategy. Apart 14) … countering these threats the European Security Strategy also suggests two separate strategic objectives; ‘building security in our neighbourhood and promoting an international order based on effective multilateralism.’ The specific policy implications of this are that the EU has to be more proactive and coherent in using certain capabilities in cooperation with 15) … partners. In 2008 the European Security Strategy was extended with the ‘Report on the implementation of the ESS: 16) … security in a changing world’. Specific challenges were added to the list of threats, such as climate change, cyber security and energy security.

The Berlin-Plus agreement was 17) … upon by the European Union and NATO, as a consequence of the European Security and Defence Initiative which existed within NATO as of 1996. The agreement grants the EU the opportunity to use NATO structures and capabilities at 18) … when NATO itself is not acting against certain security threats. The agreement also includes recommendations concerning the exchange of information between the organizations. 19) … the Berlin-Plus agreement, the EU also tries hard to sustain its own capabilities, without the support of NATO. Within the framework of the ‘comprehensive approach’ the EU has both military and civil capacities under 20) … control.

In order to maintain this military capacity, a so-called Headline Goal (HG) 2003 was 21) … in 1999. This HG said there should be a physical capacity to 7) … the Petersberg tasks. The member states were to be able to deploy up to 50,000 – 60,000 personnel 22) … 60 days, which should then be able to operate in an autonomous fashion for at least one year. In 2004 HG2010 was established. This not only included the capacities to 7) … the Petersberg tasks, but also to 23) … all the threats identified in the European Security Strategy. 

24) … important concept relating to crisis management is the ‘Battlegroup’. This includes a capacity of about 1500 personnel to be deployed for at least 30 days, which could be 25) … to 120 days depending on the situation. Every six months two or more EU member states guarantee this capacity. The Rapid Response Force is to be deployable in no less than 15 days after a decision has been 26) …. Due to the multinational nature of the Battlegroup, training becomes essential. Exercises such as European Endeavour 06 and 08 in Germany, or Quick Response 06 and 09 in Belgium were executed to ensure the operability of the Battlegroups. Since January 1st of 2007 these battlegroups have reached full operational capability. This capacity, completely independent of NATO, was first deployed in June 2007 during operation ARTEMIS. With this operation the EU confirmed that it was able to deploy a contingent of 1400 personnel over 6000 kilometres 27) … European borders, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Other operations have included EURFOR Chad or Operation ATALANTA in the Gulf of Aden. The EU also created a Headline Goal for its civil capacity. In 2004 they created HG 2008 in which 4 priority domains were earmarked as essential to crisis management; police forces, rule of law, civilian administration and civil protection. A list of all the necessary personnel in these domains was circulated to member states. After this initial start HG 2010 was created 28) … main goal is to ensure the ability to effectively respond to crisis situations. This specifically meant that the existing capacities had to be strengthened as did the cooperation and coordination 29) … member states. This civil capability has been active in operations such as EUPOL COPPS in Palestine and EUMM in Georgia.

The Lisbon treaty marks another 30) … on the road to becoming a smart, if not hard power. The European Union was to have a president, since 2009 Belgian politician Herman Van Rompuy, and a High Representative for Common Security and Foreign Policy was also to be 31) …, Catherine Ashton currently holds this position. Important organs such as the European External Action Service, the Foreign Affairs Council and the Permanent Structured Cooperation were established 32) … conduct a common foreign policy. The Permanent Structured Cooperation is important because it is intended to improve efficiency between 33) … European combat forces. The European Defence Agency (EDA) plays an important part in this cooperation. It is tasked with promoting the common purchase of equipment. The ultimate goal is to have the member states stop 34) … on a national level and start thinking on a European level. This would create a synergy 35) … the European Union and would enable countries to engage in ‘pooling’ and thus achieve a 36) … larger capacity. Other important elements are the mutual assistance clause and the solidarity clause. The former can be compared to NATO’s article 5, while the 37) … concentrates on the reaction in case of a terrorist attack.

It can be concluded that the European Union is making a 38) … but certain evolution from a soft power to a smart power. This means that ambitions will have to be transformed 39) … reality, especially when it comes to structures and capabilities. This is, of course, only possible 40) … there is a political desire to do so among the member states. 


