Task 16 a) Abstract
On Wednesday 19th March you will be analysing abstracts. You should find 3 abstracts and bring them to class with you (either on your computer or printed). These abstracts should be on a topic/discipline that is similar to that of your final dissertation (Bachelor’s degree). Please send me the abstracts by email before class on Wednesday.
Written task:You are applying for a place on the highly competitive Master's Degree in European and International Studies at the SIS of Trento. The Admissions requirements include providing the Admissions Panel with a current CV, a letter of motivation and the abstract of your final dissertation (Bachelor's Degree) in English. You will be writing a motivation letter with Richard Straub. In the meantime, you will send your abstract to me, Chair of the Admissions Board, as an attachment with a covering email. All emails should arrive by 16.00 26th March. Your abstracts should be an absolute maximum of 250 words.

You should also send the abstract to the three/four people who work in your group on Wednesday 19th March. You should either bring your computer or print the abstracts you have reviewed (with your comments) to bring with you to the lesson on Monday 31st March. You will be reviewing each other’s abstracts in groups.
PLEASE remember to follow the correct procedure for submitting work.
If you did not write a final dissertation, write the abstract for a paper/project you wrote during your undergraduate studies or during the first semester of the current academic year.
For other instructions on how to write an abstract see one of these:

http://leo.stcloudstate.edu/bizwrite/abstracts.html
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/656/01/ 

This last site – the online writing lab of Purdue University - is great for most academic writing tasks.

Task 16b) Peer evaluation

During class on Wednesday 19th you identified the essential elements in abstracts in your discipline/area of study and the general organisation. SEE TABLES BELOW
For the abstracts you receive from your peers, decide whether they have included all the necessary elements. Identify the good points in each abstract.Identify any weaknesses, if there are any. Write any suggestions on how they could improve the abstract, or ask any questions you feel the abstract should answer.
You are NOT correcting the language in the abstracts but the organisation an the content. 
Bring your evaluations with you to class on Monday 31st.
ABSTRACTS

Definition: summary and overview of the paper/research. Includes: key points; aim; Author’s perspective/stance/position; reason/motivation/need to address topic/issue/question.

Purpose: Engage prospective readers to actually read the text/arouse interest. To provide a brief summary. 

	Elements/stages
	Essential? (Y/N)
	Purpose
	Criteria

	Context
	Y
	To provide the background from which the study/paper has emerged.
	

	Why is this issue important?
	Y
	To justify /convince readers that this topic/issue needs addressing
	

	Definitions
	N
	To clarify concepts – often in the body of the paper.
	

	Specific question(s)/issues addressed
	Y
	To provide a specific focus for the paper.
	

	Position/perspective of the writer
	Y/N
	Depends on the discipline – objectivity is important in the hard sciences.
	

	Method (how you’re going to actually address the question)
	Y
	To inform the reader what kind of paper this is
	

	Examples 
	N
	To illustrate the main thesis of the paper
	

	Arguments/ Counter arguments
	N
	When there are arguments for and against these can be indicated (but not fully explained)
	

	Literature review (critique) 
	N
	Indicate there will be an overview of previous studies
	

	Contribution to the field
	Y
	This can be implicit – but is in direct relation to the question Why is this issue important
	

	Commentary
	N
	
	

	Findings/results
	Y/N
	Depends on the kind of paper and discipline. Not necessarily the outcome but the KIND of results you achieve.
	

	Conclusion
	Y/N
	Not necessarily the specific conclusion – but what you HOPE to be able to conclude.
	


APPLYING YOUR MODEL
I have applied the chart (YOUR CHART) to one of the abstracts you have to piece together today, to provide you with an example. Note how some sentences include two or more of the elements.  
	Elements/stages
	Essential? (Y/N)
	Purpose
	Criteria

	Context
	Y
	The past decade has witnessed a growing interest among scholars of international relations, and global environmental governance in particular, in the role of transnational networks within the international arena.
	

	Literature review (critique) 
	N
	While the existence and potential significance of such networks has been documented,
	

	Why is this issue important? Specific question(s)/issues addressed
	Y
	many questions concerning the nature of governance conducted by such networks and their impact remain.
	

	Contribution to the field + 

Method
	Y
	We contribute to these debates by examining how such networks are created and maintained and the extent to which they can foster policy learning and change. 
	

	Example
	Y
	We focus on the Cities for Climate Protection (CCP) program, a network of some 550 local governments concerned with promoting local initiatives for the mitigation of climate change.
	

	Argument(s)
	N
	It is frequently asserted that the importance of such networks lies in their ability to exchange knowledge and information, and to forge norms about the nature and terms of particular issues. 
	

	Counter arguments +

Position/perspective of the writer +

Findings
	
	However, we find that those local governments most effectively engaged with the network are mobilized more by the financial and political resources it offers, and the legitimacy conferred to particular norms about climate protection, than by access to information. Moreover, processes of policy learning within the CCP program take place in discursive struggles as different actors seek legitimacy for their interpretations of what local climate protection policies should mean.
	

	Conclusion
	
	In conclusion, we reflect upon the implications of these findings for understanding the role of transnational networks in global environmental governance.


	

	Definitions
	N
	NOT PRESENT
	

	Commentary
	N
	NOT PRESENT
	


