Task 17 – Summary statements
Task 17a – Listening and Reading – Children and Armed Conflict
To be done BEFORE Tuesday 1 April.

	
	Security Council                                7 March 2014

SC/11309

		



	

	Department of Public Information • News and Media Division • New York


SURVIVOR TELLS HOW REBEL GROUP STOLE HIS YOUTH BEFORE SECURITY COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY

ADOPTS RESOLUTION 2143 (2014) CONDEMNING CHILD RECRUITMENT IN ARMED CONFLICT

Attacks on Schools, Hospitals Deplored as More than 60 Speakers Feature in Debate

For every SC session you can find the whole video and clips of single speakers on the UN website. After each session, the UN publishes a press release where there is a summary of the session providing background to the topic, an opening statement by the Secretary General or his representative, briefings from experts/committee presidents etc, followed by statements from country members. These are all summarised for the press release. 

You will be listening to Ban Ki -Moon’s opening remarks and the Briefings by two speakers: LEILA ZERROUGUI, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict and ANTHONY LAKE, Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) at a SC meeting on the topic of children in armed conflict which took place on March 7 2014.You can find the videos of the debate at:

Ban Ki-Moon – http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/security-council/watch/ban-ki-moon-on-children-and-armed-conflict-security-council-7129th-meeting/3308592062001 

Zerrougui - http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/security-council/watch/leila-zerrougui-on-children-and-armed-conflict-security-council-7129th-meeting/3308592088001
Anthony Lake -  http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/security-council/watch/anthony-lake-unicef-on-children-and-armed-conflict-security-council-7129th-meeting/3308635191001
You can find the press release for the session at http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2014/sc11309.doc.htm 

You should listen to all three speeches and then read the statements/briefings below to get an idea of what a summary statemtn/briefing statement is. To make your life easier, I have cut and paste the statements from the press release. 

Background
The Security Council met this morning to hold an open debate on children and armed conflict, in the course of which it was expected to adopt a draft resolution on the subject.

Secretary-General’s Opening Remarks
BAN KI-MOON, Secretary-General of the United Nations, said he had just returned from Sierra Leone, a country that offered an important case study in the value of United Nations engagement. "We are seeing a remarkable transformation," he said, recalling that the Council had taken a series of wise and timely decisions to deploy successive peacekeeping and political operations, in addition to supporting long-term development.  Not long ago, Sierra Leone had been engulfed in war and synonymous with the tragic plight of children in armed conflict, he said.  The transformative examples of Ishmael Beah and Al Hadji Babas Sawaneh attested to the ability of former child soldiers to rebuild their lives and help restore peace in their countries.

Recalling also that the Council had adopted its first resolution on children in armed conflict 15 years ago, he said the protection of children should be part and parcel of both peacekeeping and special political missions, with staff training carried out before deployment.  At the 6 March launch of the "Children, Not Soldiers", States had renewed their commitment to the plan of action on ending and preventing the recruitment of children into armed forces, he said.  The United Nations would work to mobilize non-State actors also to end their recruitment, he pledged, stressing:  "All children deserve and are entitled to protection, not exploitation."

He continued:  "They belong in school, not armies and fighting groups."  Schools and hospitals should be places where children could learn and receive care in safety.  Yet, in too many war zones, they had been targeted or caught in the crossfire, he said, an "egregious" violation of their right to education, health and life.  In Syria, 40 per cent of public hospitals had stopped functioning and more than 2.25 million children were out of school.  All parties should strive to ensure greater protection for such facilities.  The draft resolution to be adopted today would provide a new impetus to efforts for the protection of children in armed conflict, he said, adding that he counted on the Council to use all the tools at its disposal to protect children on the front lines of conflict and to prevent a new generation from having to endure the same privations as the preceding one.

 Briefings
LEILA ZERROUGUI, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, noted that, at a time marked by an upsurge of conflict, including in South Sudan, Central African Republic and Syria, only concrete action would ultimately make a difference for children.  She applauded the measures taken to date, noting that the Council had continued to mainstream children and armed conflict into thematic and country-specific agendas.

Welcoming the Council’s endorsement of the "Children, Not Soldiers" campaign, she said the goal of child-free Government armed forces by 2016 was achievable.  Eight national Government armed forces remained on the Secretary-General's list of violators of prohibitions against recruiting children, she said, remarking on the commitment to end recruitment shown by representatives of their countries when she had met them yesterday.  "It is time to make child soldiers history," she stressed.

New partnerships and the strengthening of existing ones lay at the heart of implementing Security Council resolution 1998 (2011) on children and armed conflict, she said, adding that she was pleased with the strengthened language on the military use of schools contained in today's draft resolution.  "Hundreds of thousands of children have their eyes upon you as you continue to lead the way in protecting children from armed conflict," she said in conclusion.

ANTHONY LAKE, Executive Director of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), said that its new advocacy effort, “Children, Not Soldiers”, focused on national action.  United Nations agencies were partnering with eight Governments to end and prevent the recruitment and use of children in national armed forces.  Afghanistan, Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Myanmar, Somalia and South Sudan had signed action plans with concrete, time-bound steps, he said.  Yemen was finalizing its plan, while Sudan was now in discussions with the United Nations on how to develop its plan.  The Organization must continue to provide resources, advice and technical assistance to those Governments, he emphasized.  Verifying soldiers’ ages was an important first step, he said, noting that, with United Nations support, Chad had accelerated efforts to screen its troops last year, while the Democratic Republic of the Congo had been working to identify and release children from its security forces.  Birth registration, a child’s passport to protection, was also essential.

The action plans developed by those two countries included campaigns to register every child, he continued, stressing that prevention required greater awareness at the community level.  The Government of Myanmar had invested in a television, radio and billboard campaign to inform communities that child recruitment was prohibited, as well as a telephone line on which to report relevant cases.  Child soldiers emerging from conflict needed to be reintegrated into society, and a country that invested in counselling, educating and training them was not only investing in their future but in its own.  In a recent encounter with a young woman in the Central African Republic who had joined an armed group at the age of 14 years, he recalled, he had asked about her hopes for the future now that she was free.  She had replied that she wished to be reunited with her missing parents.  She would soon begin professional training, still haunted by the nightmare, but dreaming of a better future for herself, her family and her country, he said.  The young woman’s story personified not only horror, but hope that, with support, investment and encouragement, other such young men and women could rebuild their lives, transform themselves and their societies, and help their countries emerge from the shadow of conflict.

Task 17b – Listening, Note Taking and Writing
During class on Monday 31 March you will be given the names of 2 or 3 of the students in the Advanced English Workshop. You will need to remember who these are to be able to do this part of the task.

You are an intern working for the United Nations. You have to prepare statements for a Press Release on the Panel Session which will be held on 1 April 2014 at the School of International Studies. During the Panel Session you should listen and take notes of what ‘your’ representative said.  You should then prepare a press release which starts with an overview of the whole discussion, provides a background statement and then provides statement for each of your speakers.

If you want to see an authentic press releases for a debate on Security Council reform go to http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2013/ga11450.doc.htm
This was a full session rather than a panel debate, but the format of your press release should be the same. 

You should write your press releases by Monday 7 April and send them to the other members in your group who will also be writing the introductory part, but who will be writing the statements for different speakers. Your group has to produce a single press release with a jointly written introduction and background section and the edited statements. For the statements, you should read and edit (if necessary) the statements of the other group members in order to come up with a final press release which you will send to me by Monday 14 April.
As there will be no class on Wednesday 9th April, it would be a good opportunity for you to meet with your group members to produce a final press release which has a jointly written introduction and background section and then the edited statements for each of the speakers in the actual debate.
