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Task 12 - Exercise Creation

Reading/Listening between the lines

Analysing a text – through creating comprehension exercises.

Those of you who came to the lesson on 12 May were given the exercise sheet for Rabbit Proof Fence. I have since added some reading comprehension questions you can download the complete worksheet from the ‘Materials’ webpage http://people.lett.unitn.it/riley/materials.htm . These exercises can give you an idea of the kinds of exercises you can create, though you can create any kind of exercise you wish, as long as it has some point and is based on the texts you have chosen.

The task is to create at least 7 exercises based on a listening and a written texts. 

At least three of these exercises will be based on the listening section, the rest on the reading section.

At least one of the exercises on the reading part should be:

general comprehension

vocabulary based (collocation, synonyms, linking words)

language based (modals/tenses/determiners etc.)

In detail

Each group will choose a listening from the ones listed below. In the case of longer listenings, students will select an extract from the sound file suitable for the listening comprehension component of the task. Once you have chosen part of the programme you will need to make a transcript. I can help you with the transcript if you find bits of it difficult. The extract should be about 7-10 minutes’ listening time, equivalent to about a page of written text. In the case of longer listenings, you can also use the transcript of the rest of the listening as part of your reading comprehension exercises. Ideally, however, you will find a related text (not too long) on which to base your reading comprehension exercises. 

I have tried to choose listenings that are in line with the topics you expressed interest in, but as I am not in charge of programming either at the UN or the BBC I have not always been able to find any suitable materials. You are welcome to use other listenings if you have access to them and the content is related to the degree course.

The Listenings

Fair Trade (BBC Radio 4 – 30 min programme + World Service 8 minute programme) No URL

Gender Issues- Women and Peacebuilding (UN Chronicle 31 mins – 3 of the 4 speakers are not L1 speakers, but speak very good English) 28.10.2005 – a transcript is available for this programme. http://www.un.org/webcast/WC2003a.html 

Gender Issues – Women, Development and the UN  - a 60-year quest for equality and justice. 07.03.2006 http://www.un.org/webcast/WC2003a.html 

Guantanamo – a series of interviews (2 – 5 mins each)  regarding the release of some of the names of detainees in Guantanamo and the political situation regarding Gitmo in general. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4770390.stm, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4771774.stm, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4773050.stm
Europe’s angry young Muslims – 3 20 minute programmes, one about Muslims in Paris and London, one about Muslims in the Netherlands and the last one about Muslims in Italy (Already in Mediateca – CD 14) No URL
Alliance of Civilisations – a movement for mutual respect for religious beliefs and traditions. UN Chronicle (transcript available) http://www.un.org/webcast/WC2003a.html 

Eco City – A programme about an ecological city they are planning to develop in China. (27 mins) http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/science/costingtheearth_20060427.shtml 

Women’s position in the last 10 years – has it improved? Last ever ‘Everywoman’, the world Service magazine programme dedicated to women’s position in societies the world over. (42 mins) includingspecial report from Rwanda (about 10 mins). No URL

Climate Change – Interview/debate on BBC Radio 4’s March 28 ‘Today’ programme (17 mins)

Human Rights – UN World Chronicle 7 December 2005 (27 mins) http://www.un.org/webcast/WC2003a.html 

Centre for International Cooperation What is the role of the UN’s new Peacebuilding Commission. Is this new body really needed and what is its mandate? http://www.un.org/webcast/WC2003a.html 

Liberia – Sex for Food – the scandal of the UN peacekeepers/aid workers exploiting young girls. (7 minutes of interviews with girls involved, UN spokesperson etc) http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/today/listenagain/listenagain_archive.shtml Monday 8th May

Dictatorship to Democracy – the Philippines The Philippines 10 years on. A series of 3 programmes about the transformation. (CD 13 – CIAL) 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/documentary_archive/4713466.stm 

War Crimes – The international court of Justice The Instant Guide (13 mins) + The International Criminal Court – The Court of Last Resort – the inside story (26 mins - sorry first two minutes are missing – CD 10) No URL
Preventing Terrorism - How do you stop young people getting drawn into terrorism? Interview with various people involved with the British government’s scheme BBC Radio 4’s Today programme 24.04.2006. http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/today/interview/ 

The Battle for Babylon - Jonathan Charles looks back over Babylon's thousands of years of glorious achievements, and explains why it is a symbol of the extraordinary and prosperous history of Iraq. No URL

If there is no URL you will have to go to the Mediateca to get the CD of the recording.

All the above can be found on CDs in the CIAL Mediateca.
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