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Thesis Abstract or Dissertation Abstract (Summary): 
European Union is involved in resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict. There is a longstanding, broad involvement by the EU institutions and national governments. The conflict is a frequent issue on the agenda of the European council, which brings together the heads of states and governments of all member states. It is always an item on the agenda of foreign ministers. Many analysts argue that the European Union and the United States of America share common vital interest in the Middle East: combating terrorism; halting proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD); promoting Middle East peace and stability; Ensuring reliable flow of oil. These experts asserts that the goals of U.S and European Union policies towards these various challenges are not that far apart, while U.S. tries to impose democratic reforms on certain Regimes and start Pre-emptive wars on so called terrorism, the European Union see that resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict is the key source for stability, besides that the European Union ambition to play a bigger role on the world stage.

The researcher has adopted Content Analysis approach to tackle the study subject. Applying content analysis in this thesis is because of the study's nature itself, the European Union with its great dispersion of activity through multiple authorities at different levels, in different centers with different forms of governing. The researcher applies this method on this thesis through analyzing the events and issues on certain basis whereas by analyzing the European Union Foreign policy towards peace process in the Middle East area in addition analyzing strategic goals of its policy among the conflict through analyzing the documents, agreements, declarations and statements of officials, member states and institutions besides the historical role in resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

The Hypothesis of the Thesis is "Given that the European Union is a major player in resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the role of the EU resolving the Palestinian-Israeli conflict has limitations because of the bilateral relation with the United States of America and its influence on EU and on the peace process itself". 

The Major results of the Thesis is that Europe's interest in playing a more active role in Arab-Israeli negotiations meets with overwhelming Arab and Iranian support. Arab quarters see Europe as a counterbalance to Washington's "tilt" toward Israel, hoping perhaps that Europe will fill the Soviet Union's old role in this respect. Israel remains the major economic partner of the European Union where the second is not willing to lose such partner by opposing sanctions; The EU's policy is to use many carrots with fewer sticks.

The European Union is a block under construction, one of the problems which effects its efforts towards the peace process is the rotating presidency, the twenty five members of the union not necessarily discusses these efforts from the same political aspect; beside the future plans of the presidency as hiring a president to lead the Union instead of the present form of presidency.
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Thesis Abstract or Dissertation Abstract (Summary): 
The rise of an international consensus against impunity for crimes against humanity culminating in the creation of the International Criminal Court has been hailed as a great success for international justice and human rights. This apparent triumph of Kantian neo-liberal idealism that promotes respect for individual rights, the erosion of state sovereignty in favour of universal jurisdiction belies the hegemony of the realist global order and the on-going tussle between the two ideologies for the domination of global politics and conduct of International affairs.

The continued prevalence of deadly conflicts across the world with resultant human rights atrocities and crimes against humanity bring to sharp contrast the competing demands of international justice and the interests of conflict resolution and peace building. While contemporary transitional justice deals with questions of impunity in post conflict situations, this thesis examines the suitability of international justice for conflict resolution. This critique is situated in the historical development and rise to prominence of international humanitarian law and human rights. It critiques the consequences of pursuing justice in on going conflicts and scrutinizes the competing interests of the punitive, retributive approach to contemporary international justice leading to prosecution, against a conflict resolution approach that favours political considerations for peace and security that may require engagement with perpetrators of war crimes in order to secure peace.

The balance between peace and justice is the more difficult to strike in the context of an on going conflict such as Northern Uganda’s where the pursuit of justice by the ICC risks exacerbating the conflict and diminishing the prospects for peace. The thesis critiques the ICC’s strict and minimalist interpretation of its mandate in the Rome Statute and its subsequent failure to take into account existing peace processes and a national amnesty. It juxtaposes this against local and traditional conceptions of and preferences for alternative forms of justice, negative (mis)perceptions of the ICC and the interest of community leaders, civil society and majority of the population for a peaceful settlement of the conflict as opposed to seeking a military solution and eventual prosecution.

It concludes with an argument for a deconstruction and redefinition of international justice to adopt a much broader conception of justice beyond the narrow retributive approach. For International justice to be relevant to conflict resolution, it has to redefine its position with regard to alternative forms of justice such as truth commissions, traditional practices of truth telling and forgiveness and other local conceptions of justice. In this regard, the ICC also needs to re-evaluate its pursuit for justice and the issuance of arrest warrants for the LRA leadership in the light of new developments towards a negotiated settlement to the conflict.
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