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Global water stress
Step 1:  Listen to/watch the news item at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/science/nature/5269296.stm  

Step 2: Read the transcript below and choose the most appropriate answer from the four provided.

We’re using (1) ………………………………….. of it, but there’s no increase in the world’s supply of fresh water. In some areas it’s already a (2)……………………… resource. Now experts are warning the situation (3) ………………………….. get worse. (4)…………………….………………… devastating consequences. Water usage is predicted (5)………………………………………….. by 2050. (6) ……………………………….   that rise is (7) …………………………….  irrigation and agriculture to feed the world’s growing population. But developing mega-cities with more than (8) ……………………………………… residents, will also suck up huge amounts of water. And it’s feared that as water supplies dry up, disputes over water rights (9) ……………………………………. to violent conflicts and war. That’s already happened in western Sudan, where (10) …………………….. in part contributed to the conflict in Dafur. And there are many other flash points across the arid areas of Africa and the Middle East. But it’s not just developing countries that (11) ………………………………… a crisis, even industrialised nations are looking (12) ………………………. The demands of irrigated agriculture, contaminated supplies, drought and the (13) ………………………… of global warming are all proving to be a dangerous (14) ……………………………….. And when you factor in the (15) …………………………… growing economies of China and India, it’s little wonder that governments around the world (16) ……………………………………. to take action. (17)………………………………., we’re all going to have to learn to use less water.

1.
a) always more
b) ever more

c) more and more
d) increasingly more

2.
a) rare


b) meagre

c) sparse

d) scarce

3.
a) is likely to

b) probably is to
c) might to

d) maybe will

4. 
a) It is possible that a global water shortage has 


b) It may be that a global water shortage will have 


c) It might be that a global water shortage has


d) A global water shortage could have 

5. 
a) to double

b) double

c) to be the double
d) doubling

6. 
a) The most of

b) Most

c
) The major part of
d) Most of

7. 
a) the cause of

b) due to

c) driven by

d) because of

8.
a) 10 million

b) 10 million of

c) 10 millions 

d) 10 millions of

9.
a) are going to lead
b) will lead 

c) lead


d) is leading 

10. 
a) water lack

b) water scarce

c) water shortage
d) water drought

11.
a) confront

b) tackle

c) challenge

d) face

12. 
a) vulnerable

b) weak


c) in danger

d) at risk

13. 
a) effects

b) affect

c) result

d) outcomes

14. 
a) mix


b) mixture

c) blend

d) combination

15. 
a) quickly

b) sharply

c) rapidly

d) swiftly

16
a) are urged

b) are urging

c) have urged

d) are being urged

17.
a) At the end

b) In the end

c) Finally

d) Lastly

Step 3: Listen to/watch the video and check your answers

An Inconvenient Truth

There is an example of the subjunctive being used in the trailer – can you identify it?

Explain the following phrases which occur in the trailer:

a) “It will shake you to your core”

b) “three standing ovations”

c) “slammed into New Orleans

Google the word ‘core’ and find examples for the word used as noun, verb and adjective.

Google the word ‘slammed’. What does this word usually collocate with?

In the trailer there is an example of how numbers are used differently in AmE and British E. Can you say what this difference is?

Homework  - Task 1

A) Listening, notetaking

Go to the UN website http://www.un.org/webcast/2006.html (or borrow the CD from the Mediateca) and listen to the following UN webcast. Take notes. 

	28 September 06 
	Press Conference: Ms. Ann Veneman, Executive Director of the UN Children's Fund (UNICEF) will brief on the report, "Progress for Children: A Report Card on Water and Sanitation". 
[Webcast: Archived Video - 44 minutes] 


B) Reading


Have a look at the UNICEF report “Progress for Children: A Report Card on Water and Sanitation”. You can either download a copy from http://www.unicef.org/publications/files/Progress_for_Children_No._5_-_English.pdf or borrow the copy I will place in the Mediateca after today’s lesson. If you borrow the copy from the Mediateca please do not keep it long.

You do not have to read the whole report, skim through the first two sections (pp1-11) then read in greater detail about one of the areas dealt with in the report.

P12 Stefania

P14 Veronica/Sergio 

P16 Erika/Daniel

P18 Francesco

P20 Enrico

P22 Lara

P24 Ilke

P26 Antonio

Everyone should read the final two sections (pp 27 – 29). You will be asked to ‘report back’ to the class about the area you have read about next lesson.

C) Vocabulary – English in Use: As you leaf through the report please choose at least 5 collocations which you come across for the first time and select 5 colligations which you think are difficult or are different from Italian usage.

D) Writing

Using your notes from the listening activity, and the information in the report write an article on Water Sanitation and the MDGs with a focus on your chosen/given country for the University Student Magazine.  Please send me your article for editing by Sunday 15 October. Remember to put your name in the file name on the document itself. (Read ‘Preparing and sending tasks’ if you need to refresh your memory on how to prepare the document: http://people.lett.unitn.it/riley/Word%20and%20sound%20Files/Preparing%20tasks.doc ).

