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In the following exercise underline the correct answer of the two alternatives written in bold. Sometimes both answers are possible.

A REPORT CARD ON WATER AND SANITATION

NUMBER 5, SEPTEMBER 2006

WATER SANITATION AND THE MDGS

It is estimated that unsafe water and a lack / miss of basic sanitation and hygiene every year claim / take the lives of more than 1.5 million children under five years old from diarrhoea. This strategic statistic underscores / stresses the need for the world to meet its Millennium Development Goal (MDG) commitment on water and sanitation: MDG 7, which aims to halve / half, by 2015, the proportion of people without  sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation. 

But those who die are by no means / in no way the only children affected. Many millions more have their development disrupted and  their health harmed / undermined  by diarrhoeal or water-related disease. In all, more than 1 billion people do not have access to  drinking water from improved sources, while 2.6 billion are without basic sanitation – yet these foundations for healthy living are taken for granted / presumed by the majority of people on the planet.

Water and sanitation are vital in themselves, but they are also main / key  prerequisites for reducing child and maternal mortality (MDGs 4 and 5) and combating diseases (MDG 6). And they are key to reducing child undernutrition / malnutrition (MDG 1) and achieving universal primary education (MDG 2). Girls, particularly / especially, are likely to spend more time in school when they spend less time bringing / fetching water and when adequate sanitation facilities are available on school grounds / land.

This report card, the fifth in a UNICEF series that monitors progress for children towards the MDGs, measures the world’s performance / accomplishments in water and sanitation. It projects that, if current trends continue, the world is on track / en route to meet the target for

drinking water – though some countries and regions are dragging / lagging behind – but the target for sanitation appears distant.

We cannot be satisfied with current performance. We cannot permit / afford to lose / miss the opportunity represented by the Millennium Agenda to transform the life / lives of the most vulnerable children. The benefits of improved drinking water and sanitation are evident and could be extended / stretched to so many more of the world’s people, if only sufficient resources and resolve / decisiveness were dedicated to the task.

It is hard to think of a stronger / more potent reason to redouble our efforts than the thought of more than 1.5 million children every year who will not live to see their fifth birthday.

Ann M. Veneman

Executive Director, UNICEF

In the following exercise fill the blank with the appropriate proposition. Sometimes a preposition is NOT needed.

Water is as fundamental to human life ……….. the air we breathe. Yet, ironically, this essence of life can have an injurious impact if its source is not free ………..  pollution and infection – and the most likely pollutant is human faeces that have not been disposed ………..  and have spread ……….. because of a lack of basic sanitation and hygiene.

Young children are more vulnerable ………..  any other age group to the ill effects of unsafe water, insufficient quantities of water, poor  sanitation and lack ………..  hygiene. Globally, 10.5 million children under the age of five die every year, with most of these deaths occurring in developing countries. Lack of safe water, sanitation and adequate hygiene contribute ………..  the leading killers of children under five, including diarrhoeal diseases, pneumonia, neonatal disorders and undernutrition. This means that  Millennium Development Goal 7 – to ensure environmental  sustainability – and its associated 2015 targets of reducing ………..  half the proportion of people ………..  sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation are of vital relevance ………..  children. MDG 7 is also crucial in relation to improvements ………..  nutrition, education and women’s status, and success in this field will thus play a major role ……….. determining whether the world meets ……….. its MDG targets ………..  the board. 

The most recent estimates ………..  the Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation (JMP), a programme of the  World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF, indicate that global coverage increased ………..  78 per cent in 1990 ………..  83 per cent in 2004, which means that more than 1.2 billion people gained access to improved drinking-water sources ……….. that period. If the current trend continues, the world is ………..  track to meet its MDG target (89 per cent) by 2015,3 though more than a billion ……….. people were without access to improved drinking-water sources in 2004 – and keeping pace ……….. population growth remains a major challenge.

Some 2.6 billion ……….. people worldwide – two ……….. five – do not have access to improved sanitation, and about 2 billion ………..these  people live ……….. rural areas. Barely more than one third of the population uses adequate sanitation facilities in West/Central  Africa (36 per cent), South Asia (37 per cent) and Eastern/Southern Africa (38 per cent). 

Read the text below and look carefully at each line. Some of the lines are correct, and some have a (only one) mistake in them. If a line is correct, put a tick ( ( ) at the end of a line If a line has an extra word in it cross out the word. If there is a different mistake, underline the mistake and write the correct word/phrase at the end of the line. The mistakes may also be lexical and not only grammatical. There are two examples at the beginning, in the sub-heading ( lines 0 and 00).  Sometimes there is MORE THAN ONE MISTAKE in a line.
	Global trends towards the MDG water and sanitation targets. With 83% coverage in improved drinking-water sources in the 2004, the world is on track to meet the MDG target of

halving the proportion of people without access to safe drinking water within 2015. But to meet the sanitation target it will have to double the rate of improvement from 1990.

                 Globally, more than 125 million children under five years of age have any access to improved drinking-water source, and more than 280 million children under five live in household without access to improved sanitation  facilities.    Every one of these children is an unique individual whose rights are infringed and which health is threatened, from

birth, from the lack of access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation.

The hygiene, as well, is an indispensable part of the equation. The simple action of hand washing can have important implications for childrens’ health and survival, by reducing morbidity and mortality relating to diarrhoea, pneumonia and other infectious diseases. 

Drinking water

These children and adults which depend on water from unprotected dug wells, rivers, lakes or streams for drinking they are at risk of infection by waterborne diseases if sanitation is poor.   Too little enjoy the safety and convenience of having water that has been treated under managed conditions piped into the homes or compounds. 

Between the two extremes are sources of drinking water that are more probably to be safe and are referred to as ‘improved’.  Between these are public standpipes, tube wells or boreholes, protected dug wells, protected springs and the rainwater.

The most recent estimations by the Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply and Sanitation (JMP), a programme of the  World Health Organization (WHO) and UNICEF, indicate that global coverage increased from the 78 per cent in 1990 to the 83 per cent in 2004, that means that more than 1.2 billion people gained access to improved drinking-water sources in that period. If the current trend will continue, the world is on track to meet its MDG target (89 per cent) by 2015,3 while more than a billion people were without access to improved drinking-water sources in 2004 – and keeping step with population growth remains a key challenge.

 (see ‘About the Data’ in page 27).  

(Text adapted slightly)
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Complete the text extracts with an appropriate word or phrase selected from those in the box. Not all the words are used. Note also that sometimes more than one linking word/phrase is possible. When in doubt over the choice of two similar linking words, it is sometimes helpful to look at the punctuation to see which of the two alternatives is the correct one. If you want to check your answers (I’ll do a key giving alternatives when I have 5 minutes) the extracts are in the same order as they occur in the text (use the search tool on your computer!)

	if       whether       because of       because       yet        as        however       but     while     meanwhile        and       notwithstanding       nevertheless       in addition       as well as      moreover       although       though      in spite of      despite      nor      in particular/particularly      specially      actually        thus    


1. It projects that , …………………………………….  current trends continues, the world is on track to meet the target for drinking water –  …………………………………….  some countries and regions are lagging behind –  …………………………………….  the target for sanitation appears distant.

2. Water is as fundamental to human life as the air we breathe. ……………………………………., ironically, this essence of life can have an injurious impact if its source is not free from pollution and infection – and the most likely pollutant is human faeces that have not been disposed of and have spread ……………………………………. a lack of basic sanitation and hygiene.

3.  MDG 7 is also crucial in relation to improving nutrition, education and women’s status, and success in this field will thus play a major role in determining ……………………………………. the world meets its MDG targets across the board.

4.  Diarrhoea is, …………………………………, far from being the only problem. Pneumonia takes more than 2 million young children’s lives every year, and recent studies suggest that hand washing with soap may help reduce the incidence of childhood pneumonia, …………………………………diarrhoea, in the developing world.

5.  ………………………………… the intensity of infection increases, academic performance and school attendance decline substantially.

6.  ………………………………… West/Central Africa’s drinking-water coverage improved from 49 per cent in 1990 to 55 per cent in 2004, it needs to  reach a far target of 75 per cent by 2015. The total number of people in the region without access to improved drinking-water sources ………………………………… increased over the 1990–2004 period. In Eastern/Southern Africa, the situation for access to drinking water is similar, ………………………………… the region improved coverage from 48 per cent in 1990 to 56 per cent in 2004 ………………………………… faces a target of 74 per cent. In CEE/CIS, …………………………………, coverage has stagnated at 91 per cent; its 2015 goal is 96 per cent.

7.  In India, sanitation coverage more than doubled – from 14 per cent in 1990 to 33 per cent in 2004, …………………………………in China sanitation coverage increased from 23 per cent to 44 per cent over the same period. ………………………………… the majority of the people in both of these highly populated countries still remain without access.

8.  The urban-rural divide in drinking water is at its widest in sub-Saharan Africa, where 81 per cent of people in urban areas are  served, compared with 41 per cent in rural areas. …………………………………, of the more than 1.2 billion people who gained access to improved drinking-water sources over the period 1990–2004, nearly two thirds lived in urban areas. ………………………………… this, the pace of urbanization is such that the absolute number of people without access to drinking water increased by 63 million in urban areas, doubling in sub-Saharan Africa and quintupling in East Asia/Pacific.

9. Three quarters of the world’s rural population must collect water from a communal source, ………………………………… they must collect sufficient amounts …………………………………for drinking ………………………………… for the cooking and washing needs of the whole family. In UNICEF supported Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) in 23 countries, about half of households surveyed spend more than 30 minutes per trip collecting water, ………………………………… more than a fifth spend more than an hour on each trip.19 ………………………………… there are signs that collection times have increased in some urban areas.

10.
………………………………… in industrialized countries is urban and rural coverage about  the same.

11.
Providing adequate water and sanitation in schools is essential ………………………………… the enrolment, learning and retention of girls is to improve and is key to meeting MDGs 2 and 3. Lack of appropriately private and  sanitary facilities has a greater impact on girls than boys, contributing to decisions on ………………………………… they ever attend, and then influencing how long they stay in school. Girls sometimes do not attend school during menstruation or drop out at puberty ………………………………… a lack of sanitation facilities that are separate for girls and boys in schools. …………………………………, adolescent girls are  particularly at risk of anaemia aggravated by parasitic infections and ‘iron stress’ when sanitation is inadequate or unavailable at school or in the home.

12.
Properly used and maintained sanitation facilities and an adequate supply of water for personal hygiene and hand washing prevent infections and infestations, ………………………………… also contributing to overall public health and environmental protection.

13.
………………………………… the provision of water may take precedence in the early stages of an emergency, sanitation and hygiene inputs are critically important. Beyond the initial response, all three elements – water, sanitation and hygiene – need to be developed both at a general level and ………………………………… at schools and health posts. The growing number, frequency and severity of emergencies – ………………………………… in the past two decades – underline the  compelling importance of water, sanitation and hygiene to overall humanitarian responses. ………………………………… too often, support has come up short, or was too late, resulting in an uncoordinated and ineffective response.
14.
………………………………… 75 million people gained access to improved drinking-water sources between 1990 and 2004, a further 147 million, or around 15 million a year, will need to gain access between now and 2015 ………………………………… the MDG target is to be met.

15.
Official development assistance (ODA) from industrialized countries directed to water and sanitation showed a sharp  increase in 2004, ………………………………… largely explained by the United States programme for reconstruction in Iraq.[…] …………………………………, there is no sign of increased prioritization of the water sector as such.

16. 
Household surveys from which drinking-water coverage data are collected do not provide information on water quality, which requires sanitary inspection of drinking water sources, ………………………………… physical, chemical and microbial water-quality testing. …………………………………, the proportion of the population using ‘safe’ drinking water is likely to be lower than that using improved  drinking-water sources. ………………………………… do surveys provide a precise measure of water-consumption quantities.

17.
The world is on track to meet the target on reducing the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking  water – ………………………………… it is struggling to keep pace with population growth and ever-accelerating urbanization. On both targets, sub-Saharan Africa is lagging far behind the progress needed; in relation to sanitation, South Asia still has a very long road to travel, ………………………………… more than doubling its provision between 1990 and 2004.

18.
There is, …………………………………, no question that meeting the MDG targets – and rising to all the challenges that stand in the way – will require more resources from national budgets and official development assistance flows. The level of investment, both financial and human, simply has to be stepped up. ………………………………… will this require stronger cost-sharing arrangements between national governments, communities and households, ………………………………… also the reallocation of existing resources – from government and elsewhere – to target the poorest communities that have struggled without these basic services for too long.

Homework

Reading

Here are the urls of 4 articles on water conservation and related issues. I’d like you all to read the first article and please choose one of the other three to report back on next week. 

Text 1

http://www.guardian.co.uk/water/story/0,,1851712,00.html

Cost of water shortage: civil unrest, mass migration and economic collapse 
Analysts see widespread conflicts by 2015 but pin hopes on technology and better management 
John Vidal, environment editor
Thursday August 17, 2006
The Guardian 
Text 2

http://environment.guardian.co.uk/water/story/0,,1891587,00.html

The freshwater boom is over. Our rivers are starting to run dry 
We can avert global thirst - but it means cutting carbon emissions by 60%. Sounds ridiculous? Consider the alternative 
George Monbiot
Tuesday October 10, 2006
The Guardian 
Text 3

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/338cd438-3454-11db-bf9a-0000779e2340,dwp_uuid=fc2aebdc-32a6-11db-87ac-0000779e2340.html
Melting glaciers threaten agricultural land

By Fiona Harvey, Environment Correspondent

Published: August 25 2006 18:05 | Last updated: August 25 2006 18:05

Text 4

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/3e3eeab2-3137-11db-b953-0000779e2340.html

Water scarcity affects one in three

By Fiona Harvey in London

Published: August 21 2006 18:13 | Last updated: August 21 2006 18:13

Writing

What way with water?

You have been invited, as external advisor, to a brainstorming session at WaterAid. Prior to the session, all participants have been asked to send in a written list of suggestions of the kinds of strategies that might be adopted both in the developed and developing areas of the world. You should justify your suggestions with reasoned argument as to what impact they would have. Write the covering email to the organiser (Walter Hope) and attach the document containing your suggestions.

Next Lesson

I have decided not to do a lesson on integration and assimilation and leave that topic for the debate. We will have a more detailed look at the UNICEF report and go over some of the language used in the video presentation next week. So if you have time (ha ha) try and watch the video again taking note of as many fixed phrases and collocations as you can. We will, however, be doing a lesson discussing the question not only of the veil, but other religious symbols. So if you find any interesting materials, let me know.

