Task 3 – The Next Western Front October 24th 2007 http://www.newint.org/radio/ 

RNI again – I know some of you find the rather informal style of this programme a little irritating (I, too, find it sometimes a little too chatty, but that’s the way they do things downunder) 

This time I would like you all to listen to the same programme. This will enable us to analyse the programme together both from a content and language point of view if/when we find time for a workshop (we may have to wait for second semester if you are not around in January) and will make it easier and more useful to compare reports.

The programme I would like you to listen to is about Mercenaries. Rather than write a review this time, I would like you to use your imaginations a little and treat the programme as a source of information. You are to imagine you are attending a discussion session at the UN’s Australian mission and have been asked to write a report on the issues raised in the session. Your report is to be sent to the UN’s “Working Group on the use of mercenaries as a means of violating human rights and impeding the exercise of the right of peoples to self-determination”.  To write the report you should also do a little research so that it is not based merely on the information in the programme but on any other information you may find on the web relating to the issues discussed. You might like to look at the situation of the use of Mercenaries in a particular area of the world (of your choice) or in a particular context (war zones/mercenaries used to protect operations of multinationals). If possible, I would also like you to discuss the issues raised in the programme and in your reading from the point of view of your particular discipline area (economic, political, legal). Your report should also provide some recommendations/comments for future consideration/discussion.

Please quote any sources you use for your research and make reference to the information you use from the discussion session (progamme). 

Check this site for a simple introduction to writing a report http://www.csu.edu.au/division/studserv/learning/report/index.htm  There are many more detailed web pages dedicated to this topic, but for this short report the webpage above should be adequate.

Please send this report to me by 6th December. If not there will not be enough time to have a workshop on the reports this semester.

Buon lavoro.

