 
Task 4
"Children and Armed Conflict".

In training for your internships in the halls of power or fields of frustration this task is intended to be as realistic as possibile. In fact the task is one that one of the MPB students (Master's in Peace Building) had to do during an internship at the UN HQ. She had to sit in on Security Council and UN General Assembly meetings, take notes and write summaries for press releases. So that's exactly what you will do!
 

First of all you need to read the latest Report of the Secretary General on Children and armed conflict. (Here is the URL)
 

http://www.reliefweb.int/rw/RWFiles2007.nsf/FilesByRWDocUnidFilename/EGUA-7BBTF3-full_report.pdf/$File/full_report.pdf
 

Unlike most UN reports there is no summary (see, for example, the previous report from July 2007 at http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N07/457/60/PDF/N0745760.pdf?OpenElement ). 

Therefore the first task you have to do is write a summary for the new report. The central section of the report describes, in detail, the situation in many countries. You do not need to include this information in the Summary. This summary, in turn, can be used in the introduction to the Summaries of Statement document you have to produce about the Security Council Meeting which took place today, 12 February 2008, on this subject. Go to http://www.un.org/webcast/sc.html and find the Security Council Archived video of the meeting.

You can either watch/listen to the version in English, or for the Spanish and French speakers among you, you could listen to the original language version!

These “Summaries of Statements” are usually about 3,000 words per hour of meeting. I do not expect you to write a full Summary for the whole three-hour meeting. However, I would like you to listen to at least an hour of the meeting, including the opening and closing of the meeting. In addition to an introduction to the topic where you should make reference to the Secretary General’s report (this is where your summary comes in handy), you should also provide Summaries of Statment for 2 of the speakers of the meeting (excluding the president who chairs the meeting). 

In a real life scenario, after attending the meeting you would have about 2 hours to get the Summaries of Statement on line based on your notes. I will give you two weeks! Can you let me have your Summaries of Statement by Tuesday 26th February so I have time to correct them before I see you.
 

I will take a CD with the MP3 file and a hard copy of the UN reports to Rosalia's office either tomorrow or on Monday.

As a secondary task, I would also like you to take notes of the language of procedure at these meetings. These are fixed phrases used in the procedure of all official meetings. These protocols have to be respected at all times. While I doubt you will never have to preside over a Security Council meeting, you might at some time have to chair a committee meeting of some form or another, and some of the prodecural language might be useful for you.
 

Anyone interested in this topic can also see a UN video on the topic at: 

 

Video http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/videos.htm
Enjoy the rest of the break.

