Task 5

For this task you have a choice of topics. Topic one is sustainable tourism, topic two is Human Rights.

TOPIC ONE: SUSTAINABLE TOURISM AS AN ANSWER TO ECO-CRISIS???

You are currently an intern for an NGO which is involved in  development programmes in the Uva Highlands area of Sri Lanka. The ecosystem in the area is suffering from over exploitation and mismanagement of the tea plantations in the area. You have been asked to explore the possibility of developing ecotourism in the area and to submit a list of pros and cons for such a programme. You should start by listening to the New Internationalist radio programme ‘to fly or not to fly’ (url http://www.newint.org/radio/) As the NGO works in partnership with the UNDP you have to take into account the recommendations of the recent UNEP publication Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation in the Tourism Sector: Frameworks, Tools and Practices (http://www.world-tourism.org/sustainable/doc/CCPub_FrwkTlsPracts.pdf). You might also like to look at similar projects for coffee plantations such as that reported at http://www.earthwatch.org/europe/newsroom/science/news-3-ghanatourism.html
You do NOT need to write a full report. This is a working document which will form the basis of further discussion. 

TOPIC TWO: Human Rights and Europe

You are working as an intern at the Council of Europe and are helping to prepare a two-day international conference on Human Rights and Democracy in Europe. You have been asked to prepare a detailed list of issues that you think might be included on the programme with fully reasoned arguments as to why you have selected these issues. A guest speaker at the conference will be Kenneth Roth, who addressed the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe in April of 2007 shortly after the publication of the CoE’s Activity Report for 2006. Below are the links to Mr Roth’s address and to the 2007 report, published on 15 April 2008 along with an article about the challenges Europe faced in April 2007. The January issue of New Internationalist was dedicated entirely to Human Rights (link below). There is an infinite wealth of materials on Human Rights on the internet – but be careful not to get lost in the countless issues around. You need to be selective and justify your choices. 

http://www.hrw.org/doc/?t=videos  (Kenneth Roth’s address)

http://assembly.coe.int/Sessions/2007/Debate/ENDemocracy.htm 

https://wcd.coe.int/ViewDoc.jsp?id=1116551&Site=COE&BackColorInternet=DBDCF2&BackColorIntranet=FDC864&BackColorLogged=FDC864
http://www.newint.org/issues/2008/01/01/
Task 4 continued

As I mentioned in class last week, I would like you to take your corrected Task 4, highlight the points that you have made in your summary statements. Go to the UN website to consult the official summaries of statement (http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs//2008/sc9246.doc.htm) and highlight the points that were included by the UN. Did you choose to include the same information? If not, why do you think different information was included/ommitted in the official document?
