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Task 1 – Listening and note taking

Interpreting viewpoints and identifying bias

You are working as an intern for FAIR – an independent media watchdog. The BBC has been accused of scaremongering,  a hounding of both the financial sector and members of the government rather than providing an objective coverage of the crisis. Your office has been asked to provide an overview of all programmes regarding the crisis transmitted by the BBC since 1 October 2008 in order to verify these accusations. You have personally been asked to listen to several programmes and interviews transmitted over the last few weeks and contribute to the general overview of the BBC’s coverage of the credit crunch.

As you listen, take notes of the points being made by each speaker. Also make a note of any loaded and /or leading language (i.e. a use of language which is subjective and colours the coverage, rather than impersonal detached language).

After you have listened, sort your notes and rewrite them to produce a review of the various aspects of the argument discussed in the programmes. This overview of key issues should not simply be a programme by programme list but be based on some logical general organisation in order to evaluate whether there have been any instances of scaremongering or unfair/inappropriate journalism. You should also comment on whether you think that the items/programmes you have been asked to listen to contain any instances of biased or poor journalism and identify these instances. The whole document should be presented as an evaluation of the coverage – not merely a description of the programmes.

The sound files are:

The news item announcing the bank bailout at 07.32 on 8th October and the interview with the Chancellor about the bailout plan at 08.10 on the same day on the Radio 4 Flagship news programme ‘The Today Programme’. You can find these files on the CD with Rosalia or you can listen online. When you open the webpage you may have to wait a minute or so for the sound files to load.

http://news.bbc.co.uk/today/hi/today/newsid_7658000/7658287.stm 

The BBC Radio Feedback programme where listeners can express their views on the week’s radio programmes. Here you can hear listener’s views of the BBC coverage of the credit crisis. This programme is only available until Friday 24 October and is on the CD.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/factual/feedback.shtml 

The BBC World Service programme “World Have Your Say” the end of Capitalism as we know it. You can find this on the CD.
The BBC Radio 4 programme, the Moral Maze which the BBC describes as “Michael Buerk chairs a live debate examining the moral issues behind one of the week's news stories: combative, provocative and engaging.” 

The morality of money http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio4/religion/moralmaze.shtml
”This week the Moral Maze asks what does this current financial crisis tell us about our society and its values?  Will it force us to recalculate what's morally worthwhile, not only on a societal level, but also individually? 
Hedge fund traders are a convenient scapegoat, but for every one of those there are dozens of people who've lied about their income to get a mortgage. And for every chief executive who's bagged a massive bonus, there are probably thousands of people who've taken out 125% mortgages on the assumption that they'll be able to make an un-earned profit on their home as house prices rose. 
So, when the financial dust settles and Robert Peston is a distant memory, will we have been changed by living through these days? Should we change and if so how?
PANEL: Michael Buerk (Chair) Kenan Malik; Claire Fox; Clifford Longley; Melanie Phillips”

You should send your reviews to me by 10 November.
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