Task 1 (Here we go again)
Food security

Part 1: Listen to the video below identifying the key issues raised in the lecture. Please take note not only of the message but the delivery. Can you identify any particular rhetorical devices being used? Send your key issues and examples of rhetorical devices by 11 October.

http://vodpod.com/watch/1474602-vandana-shiva-the-future-of-food-and-seed
Part 2: Have a look at the following documents to have a broader overview of the topic then read the task instructions below

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/vandana-shiva/from-seeds-of-suicide-to_b_192419.html
http://www.monsanto.com/
Listen to the Vandana Shiva lecture at the url above

Read the recent article by Vandana Shiva.

Go to the Monsanto website to see how wonderful they really are (
Obama has appointed an Ex Monsanto vice president as president of Americas FDA (see http://www.counterpunch.org/kenfield08142009.html#) 

See also http://dandelionsalad.wordpress.com/2009/09/12/monsanto-%E2%80%93-public-enemy-no-1-by-siv-o%E2%80%99neall/
For a less scientific report on facts see

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/worldnews/article-1082559/The-GM-genocide-Thousands-Indian-farmers-committing-suicide-using-genetically-modified-crops.html
And as for the FAO – you can see http://www.fao.org/english/newsroom/focus/2003/gmo8.htm among other things

For another take on the relationship between Bt cotton and suicides see the Introduction and  Chapters 1, 2 5 and the conclusion of a discussion paper by the International Food Policy Research Institute. Chapter 5 is long – skim through the stats just reading the intro paragraph and the last part. Also have a look at the conceptual framework on page 39

Thanks to Vandana Shiva’s prominent position on the world scene, in particular regarding such questions as GMOs and in particular Bt cotton, in addition to a widespread concern on the one hand with GM food and on the other Food Security, the FAO has decided to organise a two day World Food Conference to cover these issues. You are an intern working for the FAO and have been asked to draft a provisional list of speakers and topics to include in the conference. There will be three sessions each day. You have to bring a list of 8 topics to a meeting with your boss and the other interns involved in organising this conference. You should be able to explain why you have chosen the particular topics you have and why you would like to invite specific speakers (you may invite anyone – including heads of state, world renowned scientists, even future kings etc). Bring your draft outline of a programme to our first lesson on 13 October when we will decide on a final programme. 

Please feel free to use your imagination and consult any sites and documents you want to.

NON-ATTENDING STUDENTS GO TO NEXT PAGE

For those of you who are away this semester and so will not be able to come to the drafting of the final programme during the lesson, you should send me a provisional programme and rather than explain your decisions orally during class, you will simply have to provide a brief rationale for why you would like to invite each speaker and what area you want that person to speak about.

Please get this to me by 12 October so I can take them to class with me and you can be part of our debate from afar.

Happy studies wherever you are. 

Task 2 http://www.unwater.org/worldwaterday/wwf.html 

You have to organise a similar event and webpage for Food Security.

