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The aim of this ‘workshop’ is to prepare students for the world of work in international organisations of all types. You will have three lessons a week: one with Lesley Orme, one with Richard Straub and one with me, Kate Riley. There will be a total of 20 lessons with each teacher over the academic year. Each teacher will focus on developing different aspects of your professional English.

Lessons with Richard Straub will focus on writing skills, in particular the mechanics, format and stylistics of different kinds of texts. You will be asked to produce a series of different texts over the year, most of which are the typical kinds of texts interns and junior staff are required to produce in the course of their work. You will also do some specific language work during these lessons. Examples of some of the texts you will be asked to produce are: press releases, internal memos, formal emails etc.

Lessons with Lesley Orme will focus on developing oral skills and critical thinking skills, based on background reading and  listening. For the first semester the class will meet as a whole group to talk about a series of issues in preparation for a class debate . During the second semester, the class will meet in two groups as each groups prepares different materials to then discuss/debate/negotiate in joint sessions. The first topics to be discussed will be chosen by dott.ssa Orme. It is hoped that students following the course will have some topics they are keen to debate in depth. During the first year we had some very interesting presentations, so I am sure you will have lots of things you want the whole class to discuss. Don’t worry how controversial they are, in fact the more controversial the better.

Lesley and Richard will be working on the same topic, so your writing and discussion classes will both be building up to the first debate and first main writing task for Richard. 

Lessons with me, Kate Riley, will have a multiple focus – both oral and written. Some of the lessons will focus specifically on improving your speaking skills, others on your writing skills. However, once you have done the first debate/discussion and produced the first major piece of writing, lessons with me will be more like workshop in style, providing general and detailed feedback on your work, analysing both the good and weak points in your work and working on specific areas which need attention. There will be some reading and listening tasks to do for this part of the course, but only 4 major writing tasks: one summary statement (from an extended listening task), one executive summary (from an extended reading task) and two reports. 

The main objective of the course during the second semester is to prepare an international conference, which will then be “held” towards the end of the second semester. Again, I hope the theme of the conference will be chosen by students. In preparation for the conference students will be asked to prepare such things as schedules, write administrative and organisational emails, prepare a brochure, flier and webpage for the conference etc.

There will not be a simulation of the whole conference, but the concluding session, which will be a presentation of the different positions and a discussion. After the conference students will be asked to prepare some final documents; summary statements of the different positions and a conference declaration outlining the outcome(s). 

