PRACTISING PRONUNCIATION 

Why did you come today?

Which of the following do you agree with? Which do you disagree with?

1. Adults can never acquire native-like pronunciation.

2. Some people have a natural ‘ear’ for languages and pronunciation.

3. You can’t improve your pronunciation by practising

4. Learning phonetic symbols is necessary if you want to improve your pronunciation

5. Most English and Italian consonants are the same

6. Most English and Italian vowels are the same

7. How many vowel sounds are there in Italian?

8. How many vowel sounds are there in English?

9. Rhythm and intonation are of secondary importance, it is the individual sounds that matter

10. Time spent in class on pronunciation is a waste of time.

Single sounds

Here are some sentences which contain some sounds many of you find difficult.

Practice saying them out loud. Concentrate not only on the particular sound but also on stress and intonation.

1. There are thousands of theories about the authorities.

2. Sanctions are not the only solutions to the problems.

3. The purpose of the survey is to survey the  walking habits of urban girls versus rural tourists

4. They thought three thirds of the theatres were threatened with closure.

5. This piece of cheese is cheap but these chips are cheaper.

6. the whole world of work works with Word

7. I won’t walk to work when it rains

8. I want a word about walking to work

9. Walter won’t want the water

10. You can relay on the  lawyer to put a layer of varnish on the 
11. That lawyer’s a liar.
12. The Arts Council is counting on the country for  support for its cultural programme.
13. There is too much impropriety in modern society 
14. The artifacts are our heritage
Missing sounds

First underline the stressed syllable in each of the words below. Then, identify which sounds are not pronounced. Say the words out loud at least 3 times.

Honourable

temperature

government

sovereignty

Threatened

hour


finished

receipt

Rogue


castle


biscuits




Now write a sentence with each of the words in it and read it out loud with appropriate stress and intonation.

Extra sounds

Conversely a few words add an extra sound which is not represented graphically in the written form. WHAT sound is added and WHERE?


Tourism

journalism

something


Can you hear the difference?

Listen to these phrases. Underline which of the minimal pairs you hear.

1. It’s tiring walking on high hills/heels

2. That pill/peel tastes very bitter.

3. Can I have just one lick/leek?
4. The robot’s mechanical arms are still/steel.

5. I want to sit/a seat at the back

6. Shall we go to it/eat?

7. What lovely chicks/cheeks.

8. That man bit/beat his children.

9. Did you fill/feel that hole?

10. They found the mummified body in the pit/peat.

Can you say the difference?

Working in pairs, take it in turns to read the sentences out loud (first go through the exercise and underline which of the two words you are going to actually say). Then listen to your partner, underlining which she/he says.

11. It’s tiring walking on high hills/heels

12. That pill/peel tastes very bitter.

13. Can I have just one lick/leek?
14. The robot’s mechanical arms are still/steel.

15. I want to sit/a seat at the back

16. Shall we go to it/eat?

17. What lovely chicks/cheeks.

18. That man bit/beat his children.

19. Did you fill/feel that hole?

20. They found the mummified body in the pit/peat.

21. It’s tiring walking on high hills/heels

22. That pill/peel tastes very bitter.

23. Can I have just one lick/leek?
24. The robot’s mechanical arms are still/steel.

25. I want to sit/a seat at the back

26. Shall we go to it/eat?

27. What lovely chicks/cheeks.

28. That man bit/beat his children.

29. Did you fill/feel that hole?

30. They found the mummified body in the pit/peat.

Enjoy

A Ukranian man wants a job, but the foreman won't hire him until he passes a little math test.

"Here's your first question," the foreman said. "Without using numbers, represent the number 9."

"Without numbers?" the Ukranian says, "Dat is easy." And he proceeds to draw three trees.

"What's this?" the boss asks.

"Ave you got no brain? Tree and tree and tree make nine," says the Ukranian.

"Fair enough," says the boss. "Here's your second question. Use the same rules, but this time the number is 99."

The Ukranian stares into space for a while, then picks up the picture that he has just drawn and makes a smudge on each tree. "Ere you go."

The boss scratches his head and says, "How on earth do you get that to represent 99?"

"Each of da trees is dirty now. So, it's dirty tree, and dirty tree,and dirty tree. Dat is 99."

The boss is getting worried that he's going to actually have to hire this Ukranian, so he says, "All right, last question. Same rules again, but represent the number 100."

The Ukranian stares into space some more, then he picks up the picture again and makes a little mark at the base of each tree and says, "Ere you go. One hundred."

The boss looks at the attempt. "You must be nuts if you think that represents a hundred!"

(You're going to love this one!!!)

The Ukranian leans forward and points to the marks at the base of each tree and says, "A little dog came along and crap by each tree. So now you got dirty tree and a turd, dirty tree and a turd, and dirty tree and a turd, dat make one hundred. So, when do I start?"

