Task 2 (Extreme Opinions/Positions)

Three-minute RANT
 

During the lesson of Friday 10 December I would like you all to give a three-minute RANT. This means that you have to get HEATED about an issue. This is NOT intended as a presentation of ideas, or a simple raising of an issue – but an impassioned plea for reason. There is no limitation whatsoever on the topic. It does not have to be related to the degree course. The idea is to get you speaking with feeling.

If you can’t think of anything you feel strongly about, you will find the list of suggestions for extreme positions on the classwork section of the webpage. These are pretty run of the mill – but I don’t want to ‘burn’ any of your own more imaginative ideas.

 If you want to hear people doing this then you can type ‘speaker’s corner’ into youtube and see how it is done for real – though many of the clips are ridiculous. Just for Lorenzo – did you know they have a multimedia speakers’ corner in Toronto. Anyone can go to a booth and rant away/sound off on any topic. This is recorded and the clips are viewed on city-tv (or they used to be – not sure it is still there). If you want to see clips type in “speakers’ corner Toronto”.

 

Please remember I HATE memorised speeches and reading from notes. The idea is to get you to speak convincingly and naturally. Stress (of the phonological kind) and intonation are the focus, as are the choice of words and phrases. Effective speaking is as much about HOW you say things as WHAT you say. Please remember to PAUSE for effect. WE have to be able to a) understand and b) digest what you are saying. A continuous stream of words will not have the same effect as fewer, well made points delivered convincingly.

After you have given your speech, you will have to defend your idea with your classmates. Depending on how many people come to the class, these discussions will last 3-5 minutes. If there are only a few people, the discussions will last longer!!!

 

