Task 4 – Listening and Writing 

Women, Peace and Security

You will find the video of the Security council session from 30 September 2009 at http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?Cr=sexual+&NewsID=32370
I used this security council session last year and was going to find a different one this year but found that the summary statements for this session were still online and in general clear as regards format. 

If you have time you might find the first part of the task interesting (or not!). You don’t have to do it if you are pressed for time.

Part 1 Listening and note taking

Listen to the first part of the meeting with Mrs Clinton speaking as President of the meeting.

Secretary of State Clinton, in her role as President of the Meeting, opens the meeting in the appropriate way. Make notes of the language of procedure that she uses (as do all Meeting Presidents). However, Mrs Clinton fails to obey protocol in one important way. How?

Part 2 Listening and reading

Listen to the first part of the meeting (Clinton and Ban Ki-moon) and then go on to listen to at least one other speaker. Read the summary statements for these speakers at http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9753.doc.htm  

Do the same for the meeting on the same topic on 5 October 2009 which you can find in the UK Security Council Video Archive from 05 October 2009 http://www.un.org/webcast/sc2009.html (scroll down till you get down to the right date and click on the morning sessions) This time listen to the representative from GB at 45.35 mins and then the French representative at 1.10.15. This is the interpreter’s ‘version’ of the French representative’s words, but the statements are provided in English. You can find the whole document regarding the session at  http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2009/sc9759.doc.htm   but to make your life easier here are the statements for the two representatives mentioned. 
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Security Council 
6196th Meeting (AM & PM) 
Statements
PHILIP PARHAM ( United Kingdom) said the issues related to women, peace and security addressed over the past months had been prompted by the lack of implementation of resolution 1325 (2000).  The Secretary-General’s report provided a depressing analysis of the many obstacles and challenges to women’s participation in peace processes.  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon had appointed three of the nine women who had ever held the post of Special Representative, and had appointed a female Deputy Secretary-General.  Yet, while the numbers of women were growing steadily among key United Nations leadership functions in the field, there still had never been a female Special Envoy.  
Today’s debate was about the particular contribution of women to peacebuilding -- about seizing the “golden hour” window of opportunity, namely at the point of emergence from conflict.  The Council had agreed that more attention should be focused on the links between peacekeeping and peacebuilding.  Ensuring the engagement of local female populations was one obvious link that empowered women both make peace and to build it.  Although they were often the survivors of some of the worst effects of conflict, women were usually relied upon to form the foundation of a post-conflict society.  They frequently fulfilled that role with no say over the peace process and no voice in any post-conflict planning, he said.
In the year leading up to the tenth anniversary of resolution 1325 (2000), there was a need to identify practical ways to assure women a central role in peacekeeping and post-conflict peacebuilding.  Over the next year, he said, there was a need to generate imaginative solutions, making use of the whole United Nations system, to the many obstacles hampering implementation of that resolution.  The number and standard of national-level implementation strategies must also be increased and, among other things, indicators must be agreed upon to measure progress.

GÉRARD ARAUD ( France) said much had been done to implement resolution 1325 (2000).  The Council had included provisions of the resolution in peacekeeping mandates, while United Nations agencies and funds, as well as the Secretariat, had stepped up efforts to protect women in post-conflict situations.  The Secretary-General’s report cited burgeoning initiatives regarding training, assisting women victims and combating impunity in times of conflict and post-conflict.
The United Nations was not alone in its endeavours, he continued, noting that the European Union had demonstrated its commitment and had, among other things, adopted guidelines on violence against women, as well as a global policy regarding implementation of resolution 1325 (2000).  A long list remained, however, of dramatic women’s protection issues the international community must tackle.
He said today’s resolution incorporated major advances in implementation of resolution 1325 (2000), including the development of indicators.  The Council had taken to heart observations by France regarding transparency, cooperation and coordination in implementing the relevant resolutions.  The medical needs of women victims of rape had been taken into account as well.  He supported the proposal to organize a ministerial meeting on the anniversary of 1325 (2000) in October 2010.
What I would like you to note is the way the statements are a brief and neutral reporting of the key points each speaker makes. Nonetheless, do the statements manage to convey the tone and stance of the different counties?
Part 3 – writing Press Release for the Intergovernmental Conference on the Future of the Arctic (ICFA)

Listen to the debate on the Arctic from 15 December – you probably won’t have to listen to your own part as you have the notes!. Make notes of what the country representatives say and then write statements for each representative. Frame the whole document in a press release for the ICFA website not dissimilar to that of the Security Council ones provided above. Obviously the introduction and background statements will be very general in your case and there are no resolutions to be reported or closing statements to be made as the discussion and decision part of your debate, sadly, were not recorded. What you can do in your introduction is outline/hypothesise on any areas of agreement and possible directions for future debates. What you should also concentrate on here is summarising each country’s position and recommendations in just a couple of paragraphs, using appropriate reporting language.

If you can send me these press releases by the end of February I can mark them for our first lesson.

