Read the conference presentation on the UN’s website.

Decide which of the four options is correct. Be careful as more than one option may be correct.

This year’s DPI/NGO Conference will focus on the facilitation of individual action plans that address the growing concerns associated with climate change and its profound and decisive impact on human well-being. The world is now equipped with a huge/vast/broad/wide body of information, scientific as well as social and political, all pointing at/to/ - /for the potential devastation of our common world. This conference will address solutions by helping interested parties to develop solid/material/permanent/concrete practices that can be both implemented and shared. The goal of this conference is to build our knowledge of climate change into the viable/doable/practical/practising habits of everyday practice that ensure a better future. 

More than 2,000 Non-governmental Organisations (NGOs) and other civil society partners from 90 countries are expected to participate - /at/to/in the three-day event, from 5 to 7 September 2007, organised by the Department of Public Information (DPI) in collaboration with NGO/DPI Executive Committee.

United Nations, government, and NGO representatives as well as other influential or expert persons/people/individuals/personnel will lead two plenary sessions, seven roundtables and thirty-two midday workshops to review/value/revise/assess the latest scientific evidence on climate change, including its impact on vulnerable populations, water security, land use, and the politics of energy. According to experts and scientists, some of the worst-case scenarios can be avoided by acting speedily/rapidly/swiftly/suddenly and decisively at every level of the decision-making process. Additionally, the conference will highlight the interconnection between climate change and other Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). We cannot aspire to have sustainable improvement in the environment without addressing the root causes of poverty and the necessity of basic education. The international community’s ability to meet the MDGs will continue to be challenged even if/unless/although/provided all actors including governments, civil society and others take action now.

The knowledge acquired/learnt/achieved/gained at this conference should assist NGOs in disseminating information, not just to agencies and governments, but to friends and neighbours. The information received can help educate communities of the importance in reducing carbon emissions; the necessity of encouraging fuel conservation and the search for energy-efficient alternative fuel sources. Contacts made will encourage the exchange of best practices and the acceptance of recommended international standards of behaviour. It will equip NGOs with the skills to form effective partnerships and create those viable action plans to take/carry/bring/fetch their efforts forward.

As global citizens, and for the sake/mercy/grace/saving of generations to come, we all have a responsibility to find concrete solutions and to implement effective, everyday, and meaningful measures. It is not too late to influence the present and plan for a safer and more sustainable future.

Draft Programme

Friday 4 September 2009, 3pm-6pm,
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Presentation of the World Economic and Social Survey (WESS) 2009

“Promoting Development, Saving the Planet”

♣ Richard Kozul‐Wright, Team Leader for the Report, United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

Discussants

♣ Martin Khor, Executive Director, South Centre (TBC) ♣ Ulrich Hoffmann, Head, Trade and Sustainable Development Section, International Trade Division, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)

♣ Fulai Sheng, Senior Economist, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)

Moderator

♣ Hamish Jenkins, UN-NGLS

What is WESS 2009? 

Read the text and fill in the gaps with a suitable word/words

“Unprecedented steps have been …………………… to halt the global financial meltdown and to enable the world to recover from the economic crisis that emerged in 2008. But the world also ……………………. a climate crisis which has been building over a ……………… longer period of time. If we do not ……………….. to this challenge the same determination and sense of common cause with which we have addressed the economic crisis, …………………………. will the climate catastrophe feared by the scientific community occur, but recovering from it will be an impossibility. Fortunately, the appropriate responses to the climate crisis can also contribute to long ……………………. economic prosperity. “The sad fact is that we have ………………………  multiple opportunities to change course. Developing countries are the first—and worst—sufferers ………………………. a problem for which, from a historical perspective, they bear the least responsibility. Issues of equity and burden-sharing must be …………………….. 

“The United Nations Climate Change conference, to be held in Copenhagen in December 2009, will ……………………… an unprecedented opportunity to map out a more sustainable economic future. As the advanced economies have the resources and the responsibility to lead the ………………….., they will be required to make bold commitments to reducing their emissions and helping developing nations undertake mitigation and adaptation.

“There is no single blueprint for …………………………….. these goals. The Survey examines the key building …………………. in order to assess the best possible options ………………………. to countries at different levels of development. 

“The onus is on the international community to deliver the resources and leadership required to ensure that …………………… is feasible becomes both practical and fair. The present Survey …………………. a timely contribution to that effort, and I commend it to a wide global audience.”

In the rest of the text, decide which of the words in the box belong in the gaps in the text.

The separation in practice of the climate change and development agendas has distorted the global debate on the two biggest policy challenge facing the international community. A)…………………………….the World Economic and Social Survey 2009, an integrated approach based on the concept of sustainable development is urgently needed. The key to such an approach is a low-carbon, high-growth transformation of the global economy — a transformation that can keep temperature increases consistent with environmental stability as identified by the scientific community, B)…………………… at the same time fostering the strong growth and economic diversification in developing countries that would allow convergence of incomes worldwide. The greening of catch-up growth will have to be further tailored C)………………………….. meet the adaptation challenges facing vulnerable countries and communities whose economic security will be threatened D)……………………. climate change is kept within globally manageable limits.

E)…………………………….., the concept of development has too often remained in the background during the evolving climate debate. F)………………………….., the discussions concerning both normative issues (invoking “common but differentiated responsibilities”) and financial ones (entailing how to fund mitigation and adaptation) have become polarized. G)…………………………., the discussion on creating policies and programmes to support the greening of catch-up growth has hardly started.

The Survey seeks to bridge this gap within the public policy debate. It argues that mitigation and adaptation efforts can move forward effectively H)……………………….. they are part of a consistent development strategy built around a massive investment-led transformation along low-carbon, high-growth paths. I)……………………….. acknowledging that a variety of market and on-market institutional mechanisms will be needed if advances are to be made along those paths, the Survey contends J)…………………………….. that a critical role must be played by developmental States able to mobilize public finance and build appropriate technological capacity. This potentially win-win strategy will require the readiness of the international community to step up to the plate with multilateral financing on a much larger scale than has been forthcoming K)………………………. and new approaches to transferring technology from rich to poor countries.

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, Extract from his preface to WESS 2009

Please note that words from the box may be used more than once and some words are not used at all
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